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IN preseoting Header No. 3 to the public, the eooi" 
piler thinks it unaecessarj to say much bj waj of 
preface, his plan and motives having been sufficiently 
explained in the preceding numbers. He has assidu- 
oubIj endeavoured to select such pieces as are render^ 
•d proper for youth, not only by correctness of diction 
and purity of style, but by the moral tendency of the 
matter itself. He submits it to the examination of those 
interested in the education of children, not without a 
bope, that it may prove a useful addition to the maoj 
valuable reading books already extant. 

Nearly all of the lessons for the use of Ackworth 
school are embodied in this work, comprising the mat- 
ter from page 23 to 164. These are selections from 
Sturm, Barbauld, and others The remainder is taken 
from various authors, whose names, will be found in the 
table of contents. 
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Selections from the Proverbs. 

HE that trusteth in riches shall fall : but the 
righteous shall flourish as a branch. 

A righteous man regardeth the life of his beast : 
but the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel. * 

He that tilleth his land shall be satined with 
bread : but he that followethTain persons, is void 
of understanding. 

A fool's wrath is presently known : hut a pru- 
dent man covereth shame. 

L jing lips are an, abominati<Hi to the ^ord : but 
they that deal truly are his delight. 

The hand of the diligent shall bear rule: bat 
the slothful shall be under tribute. 

A wise sonheareth his father's instruction : but 
a scorner heareth not rebuke. 

There is that maketh himself rich, yet hath 
nothing : there is that maketh himself poor, jet 
hath great riches. 

The light .of the righteous rejoiceth : but the 
lamp of the wicked shall be put out. 
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Poverty and sbame shtUI be to faim that refuseth 
instruction : but he that regardeth reproof shall 
be honoured. 

He that walketh with wise men, shall be wise i 
but a companion of fools shall be destroyed. 

The simple believeth every word* but the pru- 
dent man looketh well to his going. 

He that despiseth his neighbour sinneth : but 
be that hath mercy on the poor, happy is he. 

The fear qf the Lord is a fountain of life, to 
depart from the snares of death. 

He that is slow to wrath is of great understand- 
ing : but he that is hasty ^ spirit exalteth folly. 

He that oppresseth the poor, reproacheth his 
Maker : but he that faonoureth him, hath mercy 
on the poor^ 

The wicked is driven away in his wickedness : 
but the righteous hath hope in his death. 

Rigliteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a 
reproach to any people. 

Hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake 
not the law of thy mother : for they shall be an 
ornament of grace unto thy head, and chains about 
Ihyneck. 

If sinners entice thee, consent thou not. Walk 
not thou in the way with them ; refrain thy foot 
from their path. 

Trust in the Lord with all thy heart : and lean 
not unto thine own understdtnding^ in all thy ways, 
acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 

A wise son maketb a glad father : but a foolish 
son is the heaviness of his mother. 

Treasures ef wickedness profit nothing : but 
righteousness delivereth from death. 

The Lord will not suffer the soul of the i^ht- 
eous to famish : but he casteth away the sub- 
stance of the wicked. 



MemiHgd are upon the head of the just : but vi- 
alence coverelh the mouth of the wicked. 

The memory of the just is blessed : but the 
name of the wicked shall rot^ 

He that is void of wisdom, despiseth his neigh- 
bour: but a man of understanding holdeth his 
peace. 

A talebearer revealeth secrets : but he that is of 
a faithful spirit conncealeth the matter. 

Where no counsel is, the people fall : but in 
the multitude of cous^llors there is safety. 

The merciful man doth good io his own soul : 
but he that is cruet troubleth his own flesh. 

A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pic- 
tures of Silver. 

Boast not of to-morrow, for thou knowest not 
what a day may bring forth. 

Wrath is cruel, and anger outrageous : but who 
is able to stand before envy ? 

Faithful are the wounds of a friend ; but the 
kisses of an enemy are deceitful. 

The wicked flee when no man pursueth, but 
the righteous are bold as a lion. 

He that covereth his sins shall not prosper ; 
but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them, shall 
have mercy. 

He that being' often reproved, hardenelh his 
neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that with- 
out remedy. 

When the righteous are in authority, the peo- 
ple rejoice ; but when the wicked bear rule, the 
people mourn. 

Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain ; but a 
woman that feareth the Lord, shall be praisefd. 

2 
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Select Sentences and Paragraphs. 



THERE is not any rerenge more heroic than 
that which torments envy by doing good. 

There is no greater sign of a mean and sordid 
spirit, than to doat upon riches ; nor is any thing 
more magnificent, than to lay them out freeljr in 
' acts of bounty and liberality. 

Money, like manure, does no good till it is 
spread. There is no real use of riches, except it 
be in the distribution. 

The best way to humble a proud man, is to take 
no notice of him. 

If money be not thy servant, it will be thy mas- 
ter. The covetous man cannot so properly be 
said to possess wealth, as wealth may be said to 
, possess him. 

Hopes and fears chequer human life. He that 
wants hope is the poorest man living. 

None should despair ; for, God can help them : 
none should presume ; for, God can cross them. 

A man cannot be truly happy here, without a 
well grounded hope of being happy hereafter. 

There is but one way of fortifying the soul 
against all gloomy presages, and terrors of mind ; 
and that is, securing to ourselves the friendship 
and protection of that Being who disposes of 
events, and governs futurity. 

Amongst all virtues, humility, though the low- 
est, is preeminent. It is the safest, because, it is 
always at anchor : and that man may be truly 
said to live with most content in his calling, who 
strives to live within the compass of it* 



13 

 

Proud men have no friends in prosperity, be- 
cause, they know nobody ; nor in adversity, be- 
cause, nobody knows them. 

He who thinks no man above him but for his 
virtue, none below him but for his vice, can never 
be obsequious nor assuming in a wrong place. 

We shall naturally feel some concern when we 
look at our tosses ; but if we^consider how little 
we deserve what is left, our murmurs will be con- 
verted into thankfulness. 

The discontents of the poor are much easier al- 
layed than those of the rich. 

A good conscience is to the soul what health is 
to the body. It preserves a constant ease and 
serenity within us, and more than conntervails ail 
the calamities and afflictions which can possibly 
befall us. 

If we should look with as much compassion on 
the adversities of some as we do with envy at the 
prosperity of others, every man would find cause 
to sit down contentedly with his own burdeti. 

The greater a man is, the more need he hath of 
a friend, and the more difficulty there is in find- 
ing and knowing him. 

Wise men are instructed by reason ; men of 
less understanding, by experience ; the most ig- 
noramt, by necessity ; and beasts, by nature. 

It may be safely affirmed, that good men gen- 
erally reap. more substantial benefit from their 
afflictions, than bad men do from their prosperity ; 
that what they lose in wealth, pleasure, or honour, 
they gain with great advantage in wisdom, and 
goodness, and tranquillity of mind. 

Prosperity is not without its troubles, nor ad- 
versity without its comforts* 

Friendship impr$>ves happiness, and abates mis- 
ery, by doubling our joy, and dividing our grief. 
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A RiaDmajhavea tbousand intimate acquaint- 
ance, and not a friend among them all. If thou 
haBt one friend, think thyself happy. 

Gratitude preserves old friends, and procures 
new. 

It is difficult to act the part of a true friend : 
for, frequently, by telling him of his failings, we 
lose his affection ; and by remaining silent, we 
betray our confidence. But we cannot lose a 
friend in a more honourable way, than in seeking 
^y good will to preserve him. 

He that is truly polite, knows how to contra- 
dict with respect, and to please without adulation ; 
and is equally remote from insipid complaisance 
and l6w familiarity. 

Modesty in your discourse will give a lustre to 
to truth, and an excuse to your errors. 

It is a sign of wisdom to be willing to receive in- 
struction : the most intelligent sometimes stand in 
need of it. 

Some men extinguish their own genius, by cop- 
ying and contriving to assume that of others* 

Too much asseveration gives ground for suspi- 
cion. Truth and honesty have no need of loud 
pr,>testations. 

The greatest wisdom of speech is to know when, 
and what, and where to speak : the next to it, 
is silence. 

From bad air, we take diseases ; from bad com- 
pany, vice and imperfections. 

Excess of ceremony shews a want of breeding. 
That civility is best which excludes all superflu- 
ous formality. 

As among wise men he is the wisest that thinks 
he knows least ; so, among fool9»he is the greatett 
that thinks he knows mast. 
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Utef e 18 for taibf ef i&tisfactMn in doing good, 
than in receiving it. To relieve the oppressed, is 
the most glorious act of which' a man is capable : 
it is, in some measure, doing the business of Prov- 
idence ; and is attended with a heavenly pleasure, 
known to those only who are beneficent and lib*- 
eraL 

He that is sensible of no evil but what he feehr, 
has a hard heart ; and he that can spare no kind- 
ness from himself, has a narrow soul. 

By e6mpa^ion, we make others' misery oilkr 
own : and so, by relieving them, we relieve our«' 
ielves also* 

It is better to be of the number of those who 
Heed r\Blief, than of those who --want hearts to 
give it. 

Ingratitude is a crime so shameful, that there 
was never yet one found that would acknowledge 
himself guilty qf it. 

He that receiveth a benefit without being thank- 
ful, robs the giver of hts just reward. It must be 
a due reciprocation in virtue that can make the 
•bliger and obliged worthy. 

It is the character of an unworthy disposition 
to write injuries in marble, and benefits in sand. 

He who preaches gratitude, pleads the cause of 
God and man ; for, without it, we can be neither 
sociable nor religious. 

The higher a man is exalted above others m pow- 
er, the more he should excel them in virtue ; for 
this reason, Cyrus said, no man ought to govern 
who was not better than those he governecf. 

Flattery is like false money ; and if it were not 
for our own vanity, could never pass in payment. 

By endeavouring to purchase the reputation of 

a* 
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being witt^^ men often lose the advantage of be- 
ing thought wise. 

The luxurious live to eat and drink ; but the 
wise and temperate eat and drink to live. 
' Let pleasures be ever so innocent, excess in 
them is always criminal. 

Pleasures unduly taken, enervate the soul, and 
make fools of the wise, and cowards of the brave. 
A libertine life is not a life of liberty. 

The voluptuous consumes his "Mrealth, the miser 
hides it. It is the wise man only that uses it, and 
to good purpose. 

There is but one solid pleasure in life, and that 
is, doing our duty. How miserable then, how 
unwise, how unpardonable are they who make 
that one a pain ! 

The greatest pleasure wealth can afford, is that 
of doing good. It is a happy circumstance when 
a man's pleasure is also his perfection. 

All men of estates are, in effect, but trustees 
for the benefit of the distressed ; and will be so 
reckoned when they are to give an account. 

Cast an eye on the vain world, and what see we, 
for the most part, but a set of emaciated, fluttering, 
fantastical beings, worn out in the keen pursuit of 
pleasure ; creatures that know, own, condemn, de* 

5 lore, yet still pursue, their own infelicity ; the 
ecayed monuments of error ! the thin remains of 
what is called delight ! 

If we apply ourselves seriously to wisdom, we 
shall never live without true pleasure, but shall 
learn to be pleased with every thing. We shall 
be pleased with wealth, so far as it makes us ben- 
eficial to others ; with poverty, for not having too 
much to care for; and with obscurity, for being 
uncnvied. 
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Religion is so far from depriviog us of any in- 
nocent pleasure or comfort of human* life, that ht 
purifies the pleasures of it, and renders them 
more grateful and generous. And besides, it brings 
great pleasure of its own ; those of a glorious 
hope, a serene mind, a calm and undisturbed con- 
science ; which far surpass the enjoyments pro* 
daced by the most studied and artificial luxuries. 

Nothing appears so low and meao as lying and 
dissimulation : and, it is observable, that only 
weak animals endeavQur to supply by craft the 
defects of strength, which nature has not gives 
them. 

Truth may be expreslfed without art or affec- 
tation ; but a lie stands in need of both. 

Truth is born with us ; and we must do vio* 
lence to our nature, to shake off our veracity. 

Such was the ingenuous simplicity of the prim* 
itive chrbtians, that they considered it a reproach 
to be put upon their oaths, thinking it sufficient for 
rgood man to give this assurance of truth, *I speak 
truly.' They counted it an impious thing even to 
dissemble the truth, and soorned to live upon the 
base terms of being beholden to hypocrisy for 
their lives. 

When a man owns himself to be in an erroB» he 
does but tell -you, in other words, that he is wiser 
than he was. 

A man that does the best he ean,^ doth all that 
he should do. 

If a man cannot find ease within himself, it is to 
little Qprpose to seek it elsewhere. 

Choose that course of life which is the most ex- 
cellent, and custom will render it the most de- 
Ughtful. 

Be always at leisure to do good : never make 



bttrinew as ettme to decEne die eSccis of ka* 
aunity. 

Defer not charities tiB deafli ; he that doth 80> 
is rather liberal of Miother man's wealth than of 
his own. 

In the morning, think what thon hast to da ; 
and at night, ask thjself what thon hast done* " 

Spend •4he day well, and thon wilt rejoice at 
night. 

Avoid as'mnch as yon cin the company of all 
Ticious persons whaterer ; for, no Tiee iB^pdone-y 
and all are infectious* : ^ 

There are but few who know how to4/& idle and 
mnocent. By doii% nothing, w^Ram to do ii|. 

How linreasonable it is, to beginiottiye only 
when we can live no longer ! That" man does not 
live as he should do who does not tive every daj 
as though it were his last. 

The true spirit of religion oheers as well as 
composes the soul. It is not the business of vir- 
tue to extirpate the affections pf the mind, but to 
tegulate them. 

Thongh it be a troth very little received, that 
irirtue is its own reward, it surely is an undeniable 
one, that vice is its own punishment. 

Eirm faith and true honesty are not to be forced 
hy necessity, nor corrupted by reward. 

A little wrong done to another, is a great injury 
done to ourselves. The severest punishment of 
an injury, is the consciousness of having" done it ; 
and no man suffers more than he that is turned 
over to the paii^ of repentance* 
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Sekctiw^from the P$aims. 



BLESSED 18 Ae man that walketh not in the 
counsel of the ungodly^ nor ataodeth in the way 
of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornfuL 
But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in 
his law doth he meditate day and night. And he 
shall be like a teee planted by the rivers of water, 
that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf 
also shall not wither ; and whatsoever he doeth 
shall prosper. The ungodly are not so : but are 
like the chaff which the wind driveth away. 

The heavens declare the glory of Ood ; and 
the firmament sheweth his handy work* Day 
Jinto day uttereth speech^ and night unto night 
sheweth knowledge. There is no speech nor lan- 
guage where their voice is not heard* . Their line 
is gone out through all the earth, and their words 
to the end^ the world. 

The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the 
soul : the testimony of the Lord is sure, making 
wise the simple. The statutes of the Lord are 
right, rejoicing the heart : the commandment of 
the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. The 
fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for ever : the 
judgments of the Lord are true and righteous al- 
together; more to be desired are they than gold, 
yea, than much fine gold : sweeter also than hon- 
ey and the honey-comb. Moreover, by them is 
thy servant warned : and in keeping them there is 
^reat reward. 
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The Lord is^j shepherd ; I shall not want. 
He maketh me to lie down in green paBtures : he 
leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth 
my soul : he leadeth me in the paths of righteous- 
ness for his name's sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil : for thou art 
with me ; thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me. 
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence 
of mine enemies : thou anointest my head with 
oil ; my cup runneth over. Surely goodness and 
mercy shall follow me' all the days of my life : and 
I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

The l^ord is my light and my salvation ; whom 
shall I fear 7 the Lord is the strength of my life ; 
of whom shall I be afraid I When the wicked, 
even mine enemies and foes, come upon me te 
cut up my fiesh, they stumble and falK 

Though an host should encamp againt me, my 
heart shall not fear : though war should rise 
against me, in^his will I be confident. Qoe thing 
faave I desired of the Lord, fhat will I seek after ; 
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the 
days of my life, to behold the beauty jj&the Lord, 
and to inquire in his temple. 

Fret not thyself because of evil doers, neither 
be thou envious against the workers of iniquity. 
For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, 
and wither as the green herb. Trust inthe Lord, 
and do good ; so shalt thou dwell in the land, and 
verily thou shalt be fed. 

A little that a righteous man hath is better than 

the riches of many wicked. 

. The steps of a good man are ordered of the 

Lord ; and he delighteth in his v^y. Thopgh he 

fall, he shall not be utterly cast down;* for the 
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Lord faoldeth him in his hand. I hare been joung, 
and now am old ; yet have I not seen the right- 
eous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread. I 
have seen the wicked in great power, and spread- 
ing himself like a greenbay-<ree : yet, he passed 
awaj, and lo, he was not : yea, I sought hkn, and 
he could not be found. Mark the perfect man, 
and behold the upright : for the end of that man 
18 peace. 

Blessed is he that considereth the poor : the Lord , 
will deliver him in time of trouble. The Lord will 
preserve him and keep him alive ; and he shall be 
blessed upon the earth : and thou wilt not deliver 
him into the will of his enemies. The Lord will 
strengthen him upon the bed of languishing : thou 
wilt make all his bed in his sickness. 

They that trust in their wealth, and boast them- 
selves in the multitude of their riches ; none of 
them can by any means redeem his brother, nor 
give to Qod a ransom for him. 

Be not thou afraid when one is made rich, when 
the glory of hir house is increased ; for when he 
dieth, .he shall carry nothing away ; his glory 
shall not decend after him. 

My soul, wait thou only upon God, for my ex- 
pectation is from him. tie only is my rock and my 
salvation : he is my defence ; I shall not be mov- 
ed. In God is my salvation and my glory : the 
rock of my strength and my refuge is in God. 
Trust in him at all times ; ye people, pour out 
your hearts before him : God is a refuge for us. 

Trust not in oppression, and become not vain 
in robbery : if riches increase, set not your heart 
upon them. 

He that dwelleth in the secret places of the 
Most High, shall abide uAder the shadow of the 
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Almighty* I will %By of the Lord, he is my re- 
fuge and inj fortress ; my Ood» in him will I trust. 
Surely, he shall deliver thee from the snare of the 
fowler, and from the noisome pestilence. He shall 
cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings 
shalt thou trust : his tru^h shall be thy shield and 
buckler. Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror 
by night, nor for the arrow that flieth by day ; 
nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness ;. 
nor for the destruction that wasteth at noon-day. 
Because, thou hast made the Lord which is my 
refuge, even the Most High, thy habitation ; there 
shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague 
come nigh thy dwelling. 

They that go down to the sea in ships, that do 
business in great waters, these see the works of 
the Lord, and his wonders in the deep. For he 
commandeth, and raisefh the stormy wind, 
which lifteth up the waves thereof. They mount 
up to the heaven, they go down again to the 
depths ;« their soul is melted because of trouble. 
They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken 
man, and are at their wit's' end. Then they cry 
unto the Lord in their trouble, and he bringeth 
them out of their distresses. He maketh the 
storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still. 
Then are they glad, because they be quiet ; so 
he bringeth them into their desired haven. .Oh^ 
that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, 
and for his wonderful works unto the children of 
men ! 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis- 
dom i a fi^ood understanding have all they that do 
his commandments : his praise endureth for eyer. 
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Of God and his AttribtUes. 

THERE islut one God, He made the heaven 
and the heaven of heavens, with all their host ; 
the earth, and ftU things that are therein ; the Jreas, 
and all that is therein. He said, let them be, and 
it was so* He stretched forth the heavens^ and 
laid the foundation of the earth. 

He hath shut up the sea as with doors, and said» 
hitherto shatt thou cc^ne and na further ,^ and here 
riiall thy proud waves be frtayed,^ The Lord i» 
an i^visibl^spirit^in whom we live, and move, and 
have our being- He is the fountain of life. 

He preserveth man and beast. He giveth food 
to all flesh. In his hand is the soul of every liv- 
ing thing, and the breath of all mankind. 
. The Lord maketh poor and maketh rich. He 
bringeth low and lifteth up. He killeth and mak- 
eth alive. He wonndeth and healeth ; and not a 
sparrow fatleib to the ground without him. Ho 
appointeth the moon for seasons^ and the tun 
knoweth his going down.. 

Hethundereth with his voice, and directeth it 
under the whole heaven, and his lighthing unto the 
ends of the earth. Fire and hail, snow and va» 
pour, wind and storm, fulfil his word. The Lord 
is king for ever and ever, and his dominion is an- 
everlasting dominion.' 



Of affection and duty to Parents. 

PROM the creatures of God let man learn wia- 
dom^ and apply to himsen the instruction they 
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give. , 60 to the desert, my son, obscrre the 
young stork of the wilderness, let him speak to thy 
heart ; he beareth on his wings his aged sire, he 
lodgeth him in safety, and supplieth him withfood^ 

The piety of a child is sweeter than the inQense 
of Persia ;• yea, more delicious than odours waf- 
ted from a field of Arabian spices, by the gentlest 
gales. Be grateful then to^ thy father, for he 
gave thee life ; and to thy mother, for she sustain-* 
ed thee. 

Hear the words of his mouth, for they are spo- 
ken for thy good ; give ear to his admpnition, for 
it proceedeth from love. He hath watched for 
thy welfare, he hath toiled for thy ease : do hon- 
our therefore to his age, and let not his grey hairs 
be treated with disrespect. 

Also, forget not thy helpless infancy, nor^he 
frowardness of thy youth, and indulge the infirmi- 
ties of thy aged parents ; assist and support them 
in the decline of life. So shall their hoary heads 
go down to the grave in peace ; and thine own 
children, in reverence of thy example, shall repaj- 
thy piety with filial lore^ 



Of Cain and Abeh 

CAIN and Abel, the two first sons of Adam 
and Eve, pvrsued very different employments. 
Ahel was a keeper of sheep ; but Caio was a tiller 
of the ground. Their tempers were as different 
as their occupations. Abel was a lover of right* 
eousness, and obedient to his parents. Cain was 
obstinate and wicke<f s neither fearing God^ nor 
bving man* 
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It was usual, in the infancy of the world, to 
present oblations to God, the giver of every good 
gift. When, therefore, the two brothers brought 
their offerings, the sacrifice of Abel, on account 
of his piety and goodness, was more acceptable 
to God than the offering of Cain. 

The Lord also condescended to reason with 
Cain, and to assure him, that if he would be good 
and righteous, he and hit offerings should likewise 
be accepted. 

But, instesd of reforming his behaviour and 
temper, he grew worse and worse. He hated his 
bro&er more and more. At length, his malice 
and anger became so violent, that he *^ rose up 
against Abel and slew him.'^ 

He flattered himself that there was no witness 
of his guilt, and that no one would know it. But 
there is no safety, except in innocence and virtue. 
Wherever we are, and whatever we do, we arc 
under the immediate eye of Gk>d. 

The Almighty Judge was a spectator of the 
crime, and afterwards expostulated with him : 
" Where is Abel thy brother ? What has thou 
done ? The voice of thy brother's blood crieth 
from the ground." He then pronounced judg- 
ment upon the murderer. . . 

In consequence of which, Cain removed, with 
his wife and children from his habitation ; and, 
having wandered from place to place,> " as a fu- 
gitive and vagabond," at length settled in the 
land of Nod- He however still carried the mark 
of his guilt along with him. He was. vexed with 
the horror of conscience within, and calamitiet 
without. 

Jle walked upon earth a woful spectacle, labour- 
ing under the distemper of a wounded spirit, 
which no medicine can cure« 
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Let on guard cafeftdly against the firBt appear- 
ance of hatred and malice, lest they should in- 
crease upon us by degrees, and hurry us into the 
most shocking excesses. " An angry man stir- 
reth up strife, and a furious man aboundeth in 
transgression." 



Relative Duties. 

THE hapiyness of parents is so connected with 
the goodness of children, that if they are nnduti- 
ful, negligent, and wicked, it will make their par- 
ents miserable. And can ye, my young friends, 
bear the thought of making them unhappy, whose 
sole aim in iife is to promote your felicity 7 

Can you receive with suUenness that advice, 
which is designed entirely for your good ? Do 
they not provide for all your wants ? And are you 
not indebted to tlieir kindness, for your food, your 
clothing, and every convenience which you enjoy ? 

Obedience to your parents is one of the first 
duties you can perform in life^ and is the only re- 
turn you can make for those continual favours which 
you daily receive. 

As human nature is subject to many wants, the 
Almighty has ordained that we should live togeth- 
er, and that numbers, by helping each other, 
should procure those conveniencies, which no man 
alone could obtain. 

Every person, therefore, has some duties io 
perform, which are known by the name of social 
duties ; because, if it were possible for us Xo live 
quite alone, those duties could not be exerted. 
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For, bad we no parents, we could not obey 
ihem ; had we no brotbets or sisters, we could 
not lore them ; had we no friends or instructors, 
we could not be thankful and attentive to them ; 
and, if we knew no persons who were poor and 
wretched, we could not be kind and charitable* 



The Spring. 

€OME, let us go forth into the fields, let us 
see how the flowers spring, let us listen to the 
warbling of the birds, and seat ourselves upon the 
bank, viewing the verdure of the new grass. 

When winter is over and gene, the buds come 
out upon the trees, the crimson blossoms of the 
peach and the nectarine are seeuj and the green 
leaves sprout. 

The hedges are bordered with tufts of primro- 
ses, and jellow cowslips that hang down their 
•heads ; and the blue violet lies hid beneath the 
shade. ^ 

The young goslings run upon the green, when 
they are just hatched ; their bodies are covered 
with yellow down ; the old ones hiss with anger, 
if any one comes near. 

* The hen sits upon her nest of straw, she watch- 
es patiently the full time, then she carefully 
breaks the shell, and the little chickens come out. 

The young lambs may be seen in the field, fhey 
totter by (he side of their dams, their weak limbs 
can hardly support their weight ; but in a little 
time they skip about. But if they fall, there is 
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apr^d under them a carpetof soft grass, oa wiitc& 
they, may feed in safety. 

The butterflies flutter from bush to bush^ and 
open their wings t6 the warm sun. 

The young animals of every kind are sporting 
about, they seem happy in their situation, they 
are glad to be alive. If they could speak, they 
would praise him wha made them. The birds 
can warble, and the young lambs can Meat ; but 
we can open our lips, and ought to apeak thanl^-. 
fully of all his goodn^s«. 

The trees that blossom, and little lambs that 
skip about, if they could, they would say how 
food he is ; but they are dumb, let us therefore 
«ay it for them. 



Providence over AH. 

BEHOLD the shepherd of the flock, he taketh 
^<»re for his aheep, he leadeth them among clear 
brooks, he guideth them to fresh pastiij^ ; if the 
^roung lambs are weary, he carrieth them in his 
4krms ; if they wander, he bringeth them back. 

But who is the shepherd's shepherd ? who taketh 
care for him ? who guideth him in the path he 
-ahould go ? and if he wander, who shall bring h\m. 
tmck? 

6od is the shepherd's shepherd. He is the 
Hh^herd over all ; he taketh care for all ; the 
'Whole earth is his fold ; we are all his flock ; 
and erery herb, and every green field, is the 
pasture which he hath prepared for us. 
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The moiher loreth her little child ; she htiof' 
tih it up OB her knees ; she oourishefh its body 
with^foed^ sbe4!eedeth its mind With knowledge : 
if it is sick, she nurseth it with tender love ; she 
watcheth over it when asleep ; she teacheth it 
how to be good ; she rejoiceth daily in its growth* 

Bat ^ho is the parent of the mother ? who 
noariafaeth her with good things, and watcheth 
tHTtfr her /with tender love, and renembereth her 
€Tery-eVeniDg.and morning? whose arms are a^ 
bout her to guard her from harm ? and if she is 
sick, who fi^hall heal her? 

God is the parent of the mother ; he is the par- 
^6t of all, for he created all. Ail the men, and 
all the women, who are alive in the wide world, 
are his children ; he loveth all, he is good to all. 

The good king governeth his people in mere j 
and love ; he hath a crown upon his head, and a 
tcep'tre is in his hand ; he sitteth upon a throne, 
and sendeth forth his commands ; his subjectli 
fear before him ; if they do well, he endeavour- 
eth to protect them from danger ; and if theydt 
Wvil, he punisheth them. 

But who is the sovereign of the Jiing? who 
commandeth him what he must do ? whose hand 
is stretched out to protect him from danger ? and 
if he doeth evil, who shall punish him ? 

Ood is the sovereign of the king ; he is King tff 
lingB, and Lord of lords ; his dominion is over 
dl worlds, and the light of his countenance is upOM 
all his works* 

God is our shepherd, therefore we will follow 
him : He is our father, therefore we should love 
and obey him : He is our king, therefore we should 
honour hirn^ by being fi^tithfiil to his lavi^« 
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Hemarkable account of a Idan and a Dog* 



IT was customary for &ose who were unable 
to pay sixpence for the sight of the wild beasts in 
the Tower, to bring a dog or a cat as a gift to the 
beasts, in lieu of money to the keeper. 

Among others, a man had brought a pretty 
black spaniel, which was thrown into the cage of 
the great lion. Immediately the little animal 
trembled and shivered, crouched, and threw itself 
on its back, put forth its tongue, and held up its 
paws, as if praying for mercy* 

In the mean time, the lion, instead of dcTOnring 
it, turned it over with one paw, and then turned 
it with the other. He smelled of it, and seemed 
desirous of courting a further acquaintance. 

The keepeC) on seeing this, brought a large 
mess of his own family dinner. But the lion kept 
aloof, and refused to eat, keeping his eye on the 
dog, and inviting him as it were to be his taster. 

At length, the little animal's fears being some- 
what abated, and his appetite quickened by the 
smell of the victuals, he approached slowly, and 
with trembling, ventured to eat. 

The lioq then advanced gently, and began t« 
partake, and they finished their meal very quietly 
•together. 

From this day a strict friendship commenced 
between them, consisting of great affection and 
tenderness on the part of the lion, and of the ut- 
most confidence aid boldness on the part of the 
dog : inaomucb that he would lay himself down to 
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•leep^ within ihe faogs and under the jaws of hhi 
terrible patron* 

Id about twelve months the little spaniel sick- 
ened and died. For a time the lion did not ap* 
pear to conceire otherwise than that his favourite * 
was asleep. He would t^ntinue to smell of him, 
and then would stir him with his nose, and tura 
him over with his paws. 

But, finding that all his eSbrta to awake him 
were vain, he would traverse his cage from end 
to end at a swift and uneasy pace. He would 
then stop, and look down upon him with a fixed 
and drooping regard ; and again lift his head, an3 
rear for several minutes, as the sound of distant 
thunder. 

They attempted, but in vain, to convey the car- 
cass from him. He watched it continually, and 
would suffer nothing to touch it. The keeper then 
endeavoured tb tempt him with a variety of food, 
but he turned from all that was offered, with loath* 
ing. 

They then put several living dogs into his cage, 
which he tore in pieces, but left their members on 
the floor. His passions being thifs inflamed, he 
would grapple at the bars of his cage, as if enrag« 
ed at his restraint from tearing those around him 
to pieces. 

Again, as quite spent, he would stretch himself 
by the remains of his beloved associate, lay his 
paws upon him, and take him to his bosom ; and ^ 
then ..utter his grief in deep and melancholy roar- ' 
ing, for the loss of his little playfellow, his late 
friend, the only companion of his den. 

For five days he thus languished, and gradually 
declined, without.taking any sustenance or admit** 
^g any comfort ; till, one morning, he was foun4 
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, ilead) witfi his head reclwed on the carcasi of hh 
little friend. Thej were both interred togeth«r. 
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The tart rvhich Providence takes of Animals 
during the winter season. 

HOWEVER wonderful the prcscrTation of 
human creatures maj be, we can say with triith, 
that the care of Providence towards animals, is 
still a greater proof of his wisdom, power, and 
{oodness* 

That the prodigious lumber of animals whi#h 
our globe contains, should find food or habitation 
in summer, is not surprising, because all nature then 
is disposed to concur towards that end. But that, 
in winter, the same number of creatures, those mil- 
lions of quadrupeds, of reptiles, of birds, of in- 
sects, and of fishes, should continue to exist, is fk 
circumstance, which must excite our admiration. 

Nature has provided most animals with a cover- 
ing, bj means of which they can bear the cold, 
procure themselves food in winter as )¥ell as in 
f ummer« The bodies of wild beasts, which in- 
habit forests and deserts, are so formed, that the 
hair falls off in summer, and grows again in the 
winter, till it becomes a fur, which enables the an- 
imal to endure the most severe cold. 

Other kinds of animals find an asylum under 
jthe bark of trees, in old crevices, in hollows of 
rocks and caves, when the cold obliges them to quit 
their summer dwelling* " 
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IMs there, that fl#ine carry beforehand the food 
which id to serve them, and thus lire on irhat thej 
have gathered in the summer; others pass the 
Innter in profound sleep. Nature has given to 
several jortB of birds an instinct, which prompts 
them to change place at the approach of winter. 

They are seen flying in great numbers into warm- 
er climates* Several animals, who are not de< 
signed for travel, find, notwithstanding, their 
wants supplied in this season* Birds know how 
to find out insects in moss, and the crevices of 
the bark of trees. Several kinds of quadrupeds 
carry provision in smnmer into caves, and feed 
on it in winter. 

Others are obliged to seek their subsistence un- 
der the snow and ice. Several sorts of insects, 
in winter confined to marshes and frozen rivers^ 
are deprived of food for that time, and still pre- 
serve life. Perhaps, also, many means made use 
of by Providence for the preservation of animals,, 
are yet concealed from us. 

From the elephant to the mite, all animals owe 
to him their dwelling, their food and their life ; and 
even where nature herself seems barren of resouro*- 
es, he fijsds means to make amends for her pov« 
erty. 

Let this consideration strengthen our confidence 
in God. How can anxiety, care, or anguish, get 
access into our hearts, or make us despair of be-* 
ing preserved during the .winter? That God, who 
provides for the animals, will not forsake mankind. 

He who shews himself so great in smaller ob- 
jects, will be still greater in the more important 
He who provides a covering for animals, will be 
able to clothe us. He who points out ^ern a re- 
treat IB the oaves of th« mountaijiSi will find fqr 
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W an mjImi to pM§ our dajr^ m qtiietneftfl* He 
wiio has prepared for then, even uader the imow 
and ice, their proper food, will be able to provide 
tor ud in the moat critical Beasons. 

In fine, let these reflections lead us to imitate, 
as mnch as our faculties will permit,, the generous 
care of Divine Providence, in contributing to the 
preservatioo and happiness of our fellow-creatures, 
and even to the welfare of every living aDiniai* 

To be cruel towards aoimals, to refuse ttiem 
food and convenience, is to act manifestly contra* 
ry to the will of our consmon Creator, whose be« 
neficent cares extend even tn tbose beings whicJi 
are inferior to us» 



S^ory of Job^ 

■f 

JOB, who lived in the eastern land of Uz, waa 
a person of exalted rank. His substance and 
possessions were very great i but he was more 
distinguished and honoured for his piety and he^ 
nevolence. He had seven sons and three daugh* 
ters* 

In the history of this good man, Satan is repre* 
•ented as suspecting his sincerity, and alleging, 
that if he were deprived of his fortune and heidth, 
his temper and conduct would change with his 
circumstances. 

Permission, therefore, was granted by the Al- 
mighty, for the trial of his integrity, and accord- 
anglj afflictions were heaped tipon his head.^ He 
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became as remarkable for calamity as ke had beea 
for prosperity. 

His oxen and camek were taken away by rob^^ 
bers ; his sheep were consumed by lightning ; and 
his children overwhelmed by a house blown down 
hy a whirlwind. He ^himself was seized with a 
Tiolent distemper, which overspread his body 
from the, sole of his foot unto the crown of his 
head. 

His friends concluded, from his uncommon ca- 
lamities, that he was a great sinner and hypocrite^ 
and advised him to confess his g4iilt» Job ac- 
knowledges that he was not infallible and free 
from common failings, and that consequently, he 
ought to be humble and submissive under the 
hand of God. 

He insists, however, that he was honest and 
sincere in the discharge of his duty, and appeals, 
in vindication of it, from the false judgment of 
men to the unerring judgment of God. 

He asserts, that there is little or no difference 
between the righteous and the wicked, in the ex- 
ternal administration of Providence ; that both 
are liable to tlie same misfortunes, and often in- 
volved in one common ruin. This fully proves, 
that there must be a future state, in which the 
righteous, who suffer here, will be signally re- 
warded. 

At. length, in order to determine the debate, 
the unerring Judge himself is represented as in- 
terposing, to shew how unable men are to explain 
the ways and designs of Heaven, and to declare 
in favour of Job against the opinion of his friends. 
" Te have not spoken of me the thing that is 
right, as my servant Job hath." 

He then put an end to his suSerings, blessed 
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bim with a numerous offspring, and << gave him 
twice as much wealth as he had before ;" so that 
the latter end of his life was more prosperous 
than the beginning of it. 

We should learn from the history of Job, not 
to judge and condemn others, because they are 
poor, or sick, or under any calamity. Afflictions 
are no proof of a person's being wicked and for- 
saken by God. " Whom the Lord loveth he 
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he re-* 
ceiveth." 

The example of Job teaches us to employ 
•urselves and our wealth in doing good to others, 
according to their various necessities. He was 
eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame, a father to 
the poor, a refuge to the stranger, the defender 
' of the oppressed, the comforter of the widow, 
and the protector of him that had none to help 
him. They who are rich in this world, should 
be " rich in good works, ready to give^ glad to 
distribute." 

It teaches us also, in all our afflictions, to be 
resigned to the will of our heavenly Father, and 
to rely upon him with full trust and confidence. 
" What !'* say *Job, " shall we receive good at 
the hand of Oqd, and shall we not receive evil ? 
The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away : 
blessed be the name of the Lord !" 
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The Works oj Nature praise their Maker. 

TAKE up a handful of. sand, and try to num- 
ber the grains of it. ^ 

Let us try if we can count the blades of grass 
in the field, or the leaves on the trees. 

.We cannot count them, they are innumerable; 
much more the things which God hath made. 

The fir groweth on the high mountain, and the 
grey willow bends above the stream. 

The thistle is armed with short prickles ; the 
mallow is soft and woolly. 

The hop layeth hold with her tendrils, and 
claspeth the tali pole : the oak hath firm root in 
the ground, and resisteth the winter storm. 

The daisy enamelleth the meadows, and grow- 
eth beneath the foot of the passenger : the tultp 
asketh a rich soil, and the careful hand of the 
gardener. 

The iris and the reed spring up in the marsh : 
the rich grass covereth the meadows ; and the 
purple heath-flower enliveneth the waste ground. 

The water-lilies grow beneath the stream ; their 
broad leaves float on the surface of the water ; 
the wall-flower takes root in the hard stone, and 
spreads its fragrance amongst broken ruins. 

Every leaf is of a different form ; every plant 
hath a separate inhabitant. 

Look at the thorns that are white with blossoms, 
and the flowers that cover the fields, and the plants 
that are trodden in the green path. The hand of 
man hath not planted them ; the sower hath not 
scattered the seeds from his hand, nor the garden- 
er digg,ed a place for them with his spade « 



Some grow on steep rocks, where no man can 
climb : in shaking bogs and deep forests, and 
desert islands : they spring up every where, and 
cover the bosom of the whole earth. 

Who causeth them to -grow every where, and 
blowetl} the seeds about in winds, and mixeth 
them with the mould, and watereth them with soft 
rains; and cherisheth them with dews ? Who 
fanneth them with the pure breath of Heaven ; 
and giveth them colours and smells, and spread- 
eth out their thin transparent leaves ? 

How doth the rose draw its crimson from the 
dark brown earth, or the lily its shining white ? 
How can a small seed contain a plant ? How doth 
every plant know its season to put forth ? They 
are marshalled in order : each one knoweth his 
place, and standeth up in his own rank. 

The snow-drop and the primrose baste to lift 
their heads above the ground ; when the spring 
Cometh, they put forth their beauty, l^he car- 
nation waiteth for the full strength of the year ; 
and the hardy laurustinus cheereth the winter 
months. 

Every plant produceth its like. An ear of corn 
will not grow from an aQorn ; nor will a grape- 
stone produce cherries : but every one spring- 
eth from its proper seed. 

Who preserveth them alive through the cold 
of winter, when the snow is on the ground, and 
the sharp frost bites on the plain ? Who saveth 
a small seed, and a little warmth in the bosom of 
the earth, and causeth them to spring up afresh, 
and sap to rise through the hard fibres ? 

The trees are withered, naked and bare ; they 
are like dry bones. Who breatheth on them with 
the breath of spring, and they are covered with 
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fterdure^ and green leaves sprout from the dea4 
wood ? 

Lo, these are a part of his worjks, and a little 
portion of his wonders.- 

There is little need that I should tell jou of 
God, for every thing speaks of him. 

Every field is like an open foook ; every paintr- 
ed flower hath a lesson written on its leaves. 

Every murmuring brook hath a tongue : a voice 
is in every whispering wind. 

They all speak of him who made them ; they 
all tell us, he is very good. 

We cannot see God, for he is invisible ; but* 
we can see his works every where. 

They that know the most, should praise him 
the best ; but which of us can number half his 
works ? 



A Character. 

"A DOGy'' says one of the English poefs,^ "is 
an honest creature, and I am a friend to dogs." 
Of all the beasts that graze the lawn or hunt the 
forest, a dog is the only animal, that, leaving his 
fellows, attempts to cultivate the friendship of 
man. 

To man he looks, in all his necessities, with a 
speaking eye for assistance ; exeifts for him all ihe 
litde service in his power with cheerfulness and 
pleasure ; for him bears famine and fatigue with 
patience and resignation. 

No injuries can abate his fidelity ; no distress 
induct him to forsake his benefactor* Stvdiouf 

4* 
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to please, and fearing to offend, he is still an hum- 
ble, steadfast dependant ; and in him alone fawn- 
ing is not flattery. 

By him the midnight robber is kept at a dis- 
«tance, and the thief is often detected. The poor 
man finds in his dog a willing assistant, eager te 
lessen his toil, and content with a very small ret- 
ribution. 

How unkind, then, to torture this faithful crea- 
ture, who has left the forest to claim the protection 
of man 1 How ungrateful a* return to the trusty 
animal for all its services ! • 

Some few years ago, a ship was launched at 
Ipswich, in Suffolk, and going off the stocks soon- 
er ^||hui ^«was expected' by the people on board, 
de^p persons were thrown into the water. Some 
bo^ts irere quickly employed to save the people, 
thoilgh they could not give immediate assistance. 

But a large Newfoundland dog, seeing their sit- 
uation, rushed into the water, and swimming for 
their relief, towed first one and then another out of 
the deep into the shallow water, and by this means 
saved the lives of several men and women, though 
Some were drowned for want of timely assistance. 



To avoid Vice the best way to escape Censure. 

IT is wiser to prevent a quarrel than to revenge 
it. By others' faults, prudent men correct their 
own. When our vices leave us, we flatter our. 
selves that we/leave them. Choose that kind of 
life which is best> and custom will render it pleas- 
«mt. 
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. Anger may glance into the breast of a wise 
man ; but it rests only in the bosom ot fools. 
To err is human ; to forgive divine. Though 
a man may become learned by the learning of 
other people, he can never be wise but by his own 
wisdom. 

A good man will love himself too well to losoi 
and all his neighbours too well to win, an estate 
by gaming. The love of gaming will corrupt the 
best tninds in the world. 

It happens to men of learning as to ears of corn ; 
they shoot up, and raise their heads high, while 
they are empty ; but when full, and swelled with 
grain^ they begin to flag and dioop. 

It is harder to avoid censure, than to gain ap- 
plause ; for this may be done by one great or wise 
action in an age ; but to escape censure^ a man 
must pass his whole life without saying or doing 
one ill or foolish thing. A liar begins with mak- 
ing falsehood appear like truth, and ends with 
making truth itself appear like falsehood. 

It often happens, that those are the best peo- 
ple who have been most hurt by slander : as we 
find that, sometimes, to be the sweetest fruit at 
which the birds have been picking. 



V' * i 



f^ 



The Blessings granted to *us by God in Win^ 
teVy and to wkichrve pay too little attention. 

IF we were to examine the works of creation 
more attentively than we generally do, we should 
find at this season many reasons to rejoice in the , 
Creator^ and to praise the wonders of his wisdom. 
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Few, without doubt, are &• insensible as nat to 
feel emotions of pleasure and gratitude, when 
beauteous nature displays the rich blessings of 
Providence in spring, summer, or autumn* 

But even hearts the fullest of sensibility, if thejr 
are not found watching unto prayer, will be verjr 
liable to lose that sensation of warm gratitude, 
when they see the trees stripped of their fruit, 
and the fields without verdure ; when the bleai 
wind whistles round their dwelling ; when a chil- 
ling cold comes to freeze the earth and its inhabi ^ 
^nts. 

But is it certain that this season is so deprived 
of the blessings of Heaven, and of what is sufiSi- 
cient to kindle gratitude and piety in the heart 
of man ? No certainly. Let us only accustopv 
ourselves to be more attentive to the works of 
God, more touched with the many proofs of hh. 
goodness towards us, and we shalL find opportuni- 
ties enough, even in winter, to praise ourBenefac* 
tor. 

CohsidetTiow unhappy we should be, if, durir ,: 
violent cold, we had neither wood for fire, n^u- 
clothes to keep us warm. With what goodne?- 
the Lord prevents our wants, and furnishes i> i 
(even in the season the most void of resource ^) 
with the necessaries and conveniencies of life. 

When at this moment we may be enjoying the 
comfortable warmth of a fire, shall we not retns /i 
thanks to the Lord, who gives us fuel with siicii 
profusion, that the very poorest can be supplied 
with it? 

If it were given to mortals to know the chain 
rf every thing in nature, how great would be ovtt 
admiration at the wisdom and goodness of its Au-> 
thor ! But however incapable we are of forming 
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toonrselves an idea of the whole of his works, the 
little we understand giTes us sufficient reason to 
acknowledge, that his goyernment is infinitely wise 
and beneficent. 

Winter belongs to the plan he has formed. If 
this season did not exist, the spring and summer 
would not hare so many charms for us, the fertil- 
ity of our lands would much diminish, commerce 
would be at an end in many provinces, and part of 
the woods and forests would have been created 
for DO purpose. 

Considered in this light, winter is certainly very 
useful, and supposing eVen that its advantages 
were not so apparent, it should be sufficient for 
us to reflect, that winter is the work of the Cre- 
ator, as well as spring and summer; and all that 
which comes from him must be for the best^ 



Industry. 

THE Jews have a saying among them, that 
" He who does not bring his son up to some bu« 
siness, makes him a thief." Idleness (hey look 
on as the ground of all evil, whether publick or 
private ; for, the mind of man will be employed, 
and, rather than do nothing, it will work mischief. 

The Parthians were such enemies to idleness, 
that they did not suffer their children to eat till 
they had gone through some exercises, or done 
something which might contribute to the health of 
their bodies or improvement of their minds. 
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Solon introduced a severe law into his common- 
wealth against idleness, and the judges were very 
▼igilant in inquiring into the life and manner of 
every particular subject,' and in seeing thislaw 
put in execution, as appears from the following 
narrative. j 

" There were at Athens two poor young men, I 
who took pleasure in reading, in order to acquire 
wisdom and knowledge. They had no visible 
means of support, yet they kept up their ilesh-and 
colour, looked hale, well, and in good case. 

The judges had information given them of the 
retired life of these !wo, and that it did not ap- 
pear they had any thing to maintain them ; con* 
sequently, as they could not live without suste- 
nance, they must have some clandestine means of | 
subsisting. On this information, the young men I 
were summoned before the judges, and ordered to 
answer to the charge. ^ . 

One of the accused sbid, that little credit was j 
given to what a man could urge in his own defence, 
because it w^as natural to think that every crimin- 
al would either deny or extenuate the crime he 
was charged with ; and as the testimony of a dis- 
interested person was not liable to suspicion, he 
desired a certain baker, •whom he named^ might | 
be summoned, in order to answer for them. 

The baker declared, that the young men under 
examination took it by turns to grind his corn ev- | 
ery night ; and that, for the night's work, he eve- J 
rj morning paid the young man who ground at his ^ 
mill, a drachma, or groat. The judges, 'surprised 
at their abstinence and industry, ordered* •» reward 
of two hundred drachmas to bef mid them *0ttt of 
the publick treasury.'* 4i 
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How happj would it be for ub, if there were 
kwft against idienegs, and which should oblige ev- 
erj man to give an account of his time, and be an- 
swerable for his way of life ! How many cheats 
and sharpers, who live by defrauding the unwary 
publick, would be obliged to lay aside the name 
of gentlemen, and work for their livelihood ia an 
honest manner ! 



^ 



Modesty. 

WHO art thou,;0 man! that presumest oa 
thine own wisdom ? or irhy dost thou vaunt thy- 
self on thine own acquirements ? 

The first step towards being wise, is to know 
that thou art ignorant ; and if thou wpuldst not be 
esteemed foolish in the judgment of others, cast 
off the folly of being wise in thine own conceit. 

As a plain garment best adorneth a beautiful 
woman, so a decent behaviour is the greatest or- 
nament of wisdom. m 

The speech of a modest man giveth lustre to 
truth, and the diffidence of his words absolveth 
his error. • 

He relieth not on his own wisdom ; he weigh- 
eth the counsels of a friend, and receivetb the 
benefit thereof. 

Be turncth away his ear from his own praise, 
and believeth it not ; he is the last in discovermg 
his own perfections. 

Jet as a vail addeth to beauty, so are his vir- 
tneWet off by th% shade which his modesty caat- 
eth upon them. 
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But behold the rain man, and observe the ar- 
rogant : he ciotheth himself in rich attire ; he waik- 
eth in the publick street ; he casteth round his 
eyes, and courteth observation. 

He tosseth up his head, and overlooketh the 
poor ; he treateth his inferiors with insolence, and 
his superiors in return look down on his pride and 
folly with laughter. 

He despiseth the judgment of others ; he re- 
lieth OB his own opinion, and is confounded. 

He is puSedup with the vanity of his imagina- 
tion : his delight is to hear and to speak of him- 
Self airthe day long. 

He swalloweth with greediness his own praise, 
and the flatterer in return eateth him up* 



Vegetables which preserve their verdure in 

Winter* . 

* 

THE earth way now be compared to a mother 
who has been robbed of those children from whom 
she had the b^st hopes. She is desolate, and 
deprived ^f the charms which varied and embel- 
lished her surface. However, she is not robbed 
of all her children. 

"^ Here and there some vegetables are still to be 
seen, which* seem to defy the severity #£ the win- 
ter. Here the wild hawthorn shews its purple 
berries ; and the laurustinus displays its blossoms 
in clusters, crowned with leaves which never fade. 

The yew-tree rises like a pyramid, and itsjeaves 
preserve their verdure.- The weak ivy atill 
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CTeeg%' along the walls, and clings immoveabIe,i 
whtl« the tempest roars around it. The laurel 
extends, its green branches, and has lost none of 
its summer ornaments. 

The humble box shews, here and there, in the 
midst of the snow, its evergreen branches. These 
trees, a^dsome others besides, preserve their ver- 
dure Jn the coldest climates, and in the severest 
seasons. 

They are emblems of the durable advantages 
which he possesses whose mind is cultivated, and 
whose temper is sweet and serene. The splen- 
dour ^of dress, which onlj dazzles the eje of the 
vulgar, is a trifling and transient splendour. 

The most brilliant cemplexion will fade, and all 
outward beautj is of short duration ; but virtue 
has charms which survive everj thing. The man 
who fears the Lord, ^^ is like a tree planted bj the 
side of a rivulet. 

^^ It grows and flourishes, and its branches ex- 
tend far oflL It bears fruit in due season,' and its 
leaves fadb noti. It refreshes him who seeks its 
shelter, and the ti*aveller blesses it." > « 

What a delightful image is this of a pious man !' 
lie borrows not his valiie from the exterior and 
arbitrary goods of fortune. His true ornaments 
are jn himself. . The storms of adversity may 
sometimes shake him, but they cannot overpower 
him^ and he soon rises again above the stormy 
i regions. 

^ If he is reduced by misfortune to poverty, he- 
^» still rich, in the possession of peace, arising 
from a good conscience, and the hope of a blessed 
immortality. 

This^ meditation leads me to ihfi idea of a be- 
nevolent old man. In the .decline of his days, he^ 

5 
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resembles the plants which preserve their yerdttre, 
eren in that season of life. How many Btorma of 
fortune has he sapported with constancy ! How 
many attracting objects has he seen wither ! He 
yet exists, while most of those of his time have 
disappeared. 

A mild cheerfulness is seen in him, the happy- 
remains of his spring. However wrinkled his 
forehead may be, whatever ravages the hand 
of time has imprinted upon his body, he is still 
adorned with virtues which make amends for the 
loss of exterior charms. 

' He grows young again in his children ; and his 
wisdom, his integrity, his great experience, serve 
still for examples and lessons to all around him. 

As the rose breatheth sweetness from its nature, 
so the heart of a benevolent man produce th good 
works. He enjoyeth the ease and tranquillity of 
his own breast, and rejoiceth in the happiness and 
prosperity of his neighbour. 

His desire is to do good, and he searcheth out 
the occasions thereof ; in removing the oppres- 
sions of another, he relieveth himself. From the 
largeness of his mind, he comprehendeth in his 
wishes the happiness of all men ; and from the 
generosity of his heart, he endeavoureth to pro- 
mote^it^ . • ' 
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Anger. 

AS the whirlwind in its furj teareth up trees» 
and changeth the face of Nature, so the tage of 
an angr J man throweth mischief around him. But 
think, and reflect on thine own weakness ; ^o shalt 
thou pardon the failings of others. Indulge not 
thyself in anger ; it is like whetting a sword to 
wound thine own breast, or to injure thj friend. 

If it be a hard task to rule thine anger, it is wise 
to prevent it : avoid then those things which may- 
excite thy wrath, or guard thyself against them, 
when they occur. Harbour not revenge in thy 
breast : it will torment thy heart, and pervert thy 
best thoughts. 

Be always more ready to forgive than to return 
an offence : he that watches for revenge, lieth in 
wait against himself, and draweth down mischief 
on his own head. A mild answer to an angry 
man, like water cast upon the fire, checketh his 
warmth, and from being a foe^ he will become thy 
friend. 

Reflect, and think how few things are worthy 
of anger, and thou wilt wonder that any but fools 
should indulge it. In folly or weakness it always 
taketh its rise ; but seldom endeth without sor- 
row. On the heels of folly treadeth shame ; at 
the back of anger standeth remorse. 
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Fili(\l PUly* 

ONE af the Roman jiidges had given up to the 
itriumvir a woman of some rank* condemned for a 
capital crime, to be executed in prison. He who 
had charge of the execution, in consideration of 
her birth, did not immediately put her to death. 

He even ventured to let her daughter have ac- 
cess to her in prison, c.arefully searching her, how- 
ever, as she went in, lest she should carry with 
her any sustenance. 

He took it for granted, that in a few days^ the 
mother must, of course, perish for want, and that 
the severity of puttinga woman of family to a vi- 
olent death by the bamT ef the executioner, might 
thus be avoided. 

Some days passing in this manner, the triuaiTir 
began to wonder that the daughter still came to 
visit her mother^ and could by no means compre- 
hend how the Utter shpuld live so long. 

Watching, therefore, carefully what parsed in 
the interview between themji he found, to his great 
astonishment that the life of the mother bad been 
all this while supported by the milk of the daugh- 
ter, who came to the prison .every day, that her 
mother might suck her breast. 

The strange contrivance between them was 
represented to the judges, who procuired a pardon 
for the mothen ^or was it thought sufficient to 
{ive to so dutifd a daughter the forfeited life of 
her condemned mother, but they were both main- 
tained afterwards by a pension settled on them fov 
fife. 
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What will not filial duty contrire, or what haz« 
ards will it not run, if it will put a daughter upon 
▼enturing, at the peril of her own life, to maintain 
her imprisoned and condemned mother in so unu- 
sual a manner ! For, what was ever heard of more 
strange, than a mother sucking the breast of her 
own daughter 7 It might even seem so unnatural 
as to render it doubtful, whether it might not be in 
some sort wrong, if it Were not that dutj to par* 
ents is the first law of nature. 






The first Lesson of Cyrus. 

IT isTeportcd of Cyrus, when young, that being 
asked what was the first thing he learned, he an- 
swered, " To tell the Truth ;" which is indeed, 
<< though no science, fairly worth the seven." 

When the wise men were commanded, by the 
king, to declare what was the strongest power up- 
on earth, such as exceeded even that of the mon- 
arch himself, they were all at a loss for an an- 
swer. 

At last, the prophet Daniel was consulted, who, 
being endowed with wisdom from on high, answer- 
ed, that Truth was the strongest ; and supported 
his assertion by such weighty arguments, that no- 
body could controvert them^ Thus his under- 
standing was approved by the king, and all the 
sages were humbled in his presence. 

Of all the equalities that adorn the human mind, 
iruth is the most respectable. It is a rich, though 
a simple ornament ; and he who is not possessed 

5* 
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•f it, let his rank and qualities be what they may, 
will be forever despicable in the sight of the^oed 
and wise. 

We are naturally led to dislike those who are 
always intent upon deceiTing. Whereafs, on the 
contrary, we make no scruple to confide in those 
who are sincere, because we know ourselves to be 
safe in their hands. They will be either con- 
stant friends or open enemies : and, even if, 
through human frailty, they are sometimes led 
into errors, yet their generous acknowledgment of 
them makes amends, in a great* degree, and is a 
good token of their avoiding them for the future. 

" Where Truth is found, bright Virtue still resides, 

And equal justice every action guides. 

In the pure heart and spotless mind i^he reigns,- . 

And with mild power her happy sway maintains y 

The attribute of God himself confest. 

That stajnps his image on the human breast.'^ 



The Laplanders. 

IF I fix my eyes on the Laplanders, and the in- 
habitants of the lands nearest the arctic pole, 1 be- 
hold mortals whose taste and manner of living, when 
compared with ours, we conclude are not the hap- 
piest. Their country is formed of a chain of 
mountains, covered with snow and ice, which do 
not melt even in summer ; and where the chain it 
interrupted, is full of bogs and marshes. 

A deep snow overwhelms the valleys, and C0v 
ers the little hills • Winter is felt during the great- 
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^st part t^t the yekr. " The nighte are long ; and 
Ibe tlays give but a dim light. The inhabitants 
ieek shelter from the cold in tents which can be 
reoiOTed from one place to another. 

They fix their fire-place in the middle of it^ 
and snrround it with stones. The smoke goes 
out at the top^ which also serves them for a win- 
dow. -There they fasten iron chains, to which 
tbey hang the caldrons, in which they dress their 
food, and melt the ice that, serves them for 
drink. 

The inside of the tent is furnished with furs, 
which preserve them from the wind ; and they lie 
^u skins spread on the ground. It is there they 
pass their winter. Six months of the year are to 
them perpetual night, during which, they hear 
nothing round them but the whistling of winds, and 
the howling of wolves, that are running every 
where in search of their prey. 

* How could we bear the climate and way of life 
#f those people ? How much should we think 
ourselves to be pitied, if we had nothing before 
our eyes but an immense extent of ice, and whole 
deserts covered with snow ; the absence of the 
sun still making the cold more insupportable ! If, 
instead of a convenient dwelling, we had only 
moveable tents made of skins, and no resource for , 
our subsistence, but painful and dangerous hunt- 
ing ! 

Are not these reflections proper to make us ob- 
serve the many advantages of our climate, so lit<* 
tie attended to ? Ought they not to animate us to 
bless the Divine Providence, for delivering us from 
such distresses and inconveniencies, aiid for dis- 
tingnisfaing us by a thousand advantages ? Te^« 

Let us 'ever bless that wise Providence : and 
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when we feel the severity of Die Mason, let ub re* 
turn thanks, that the cold is so moderate where we 
dwell, and that we hsive such numeroiis ways of 
guarding against it. 

But is the inhabitant of northern countries so 
unhappy as we imagine ? It is true, he wanders 
tiirough rough valleys and unbeaten roads, and is 
exposed to the inclemieiicy of the seasons. But 
his hardy body is able to bear fatigue. 

The Laplander is poor, and deprived of many 
of the conveniencies of life ; but is he not rich,, 
in knowing no other wants than those which he 
can easily satisfy ? He is deprived for several 
months of the Ught of the sun ; but to make the 
darkness supportable, the moon and the Aurora 
Borealis light his horizon. 

Even the snow and ice, in which he is buried, 
do not nmke him unhappy. Education and cus- 
tom arm him against the severity of his climate. 
The hardy life he leads enables him to brave the 
cold, and for the particular wants which are in- 
dispensable to him, nature has made it easy to ob« 
tain them. 

She has pointed out to him animab, whose fur 
saves him from the sharpness of the air. She 
has given him the Rein-deer, which furnishes him 
with his tent, his dress, his bed, bis food, and his 
drink ; with which he undertakes long journeys, 
and which, in a word, supplies aImo$«t all his wants ; 
and the maintenance of it is but little trouble to 
him. 

If, in th^imidst of all their misery, these poor 
mortals had a more perfect knowledge of God, a 
kuQ^I^dge such as a revelation gives us ; and, if 
it is f1*ue, that the idea we form of happinesv de- 
pends, more on opinioo tidf n op reas^^n ; if it is 
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true also, that real happiness is not fixed to par^ 
4icalar people, or particular climates ; and that. 
With the necessaries of life and peace of mmd, 
one tnaj be happy in any corner of the earth ; 
Jiag not one a right to ask, Vhat the Laplaider 
would want to make him happy ? 



Application. 

SINCE the days that are past are gofie for er* 
«r, and those that are to come may not come to 
thee, it behoveth thee, O man ! to employ the 
present time, without regretting the loss of that 
which is past, or too much depending on that 
which is to come. 

This instant i» thine : the next is in the womb 
of futurity, and thou knowest not what it may 
bring forth. n 

Whatsoever thou resolves t to do» do if quick- 
ly. Defer not till the evening what the morning 
mays^complish. ^ 

Idleness is the parent of want and of pain ; but 
the labour of virtue bringeth forth pleasure. 

The hand of diligence defeateth want ; pros- 
perity and success are the industrious man's at- 
tendants. 

Who is he that hath acquired wealth, that hath 
risen to power, that hath clothed himself with 
honour, and that is spoken of in the city with 
praise ? Even he that hath shut out idleness from 
his house, and hath said unto -sloth, thou art mine 
enemy. 
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He riseth up earlj, he exerciseth his mind with 
contemplation^ and his body with action^ and pre- 
serveth the health of both. 

The slothful man is a burden to himself; his 
hours hang heavy on his bead ; he loitereth about, 
and knoweth not what he would do. 

His days pass away like the shadow of d cloud, 
and he leaveth behind him no mark for remem* 
brance. 

His body is diseased for want of exercise ; he 
wisheth for action, but hath not power to move ; 
his mind is in darkness ; his thoughts are con- 
fused ; he longeth for -knowledge, but hath no ap- 
plication. 

He would eat of the almond, but hateth the 
trouble of breaking its shell. 

His house is in disorder, his servants are waste- 
ful and riotous, and he runneth on towards ruin : 
he seeth it with his eyes, he heareth it with his 
ears, he shaketh his head, and wisheth, but hath 
no resolution ; till ruin cometh upon him lik« a 
whirlwind, and shame and repentance descend 
with him to the grave. 



Exercise and Temperance. 

PHYSIC, for the most part, is nothing else but 
the substitute of exercise or temperance. Medi*' 
cines are indeed absolutely necessary in acute 
distempers, which cannot wait the slow operations 
of tliese two great instruments of health ; but, did 
men live in a habitual course of exercise and 
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temperance, there would be but little occaBion for 
them. 

Accordinglj, we find, that those parts of the 
world are the most healthy, where they subsist 
by the chace ; and that men lived longest, when 
their lives were employed in hunting, and when 
they had little food besides what they caught. 

Blistering and bleeding are seldom of use but 
to the idle and intemperate ; as all those inward 
applications, which are so much in practice among 
«8, are, for the most part, nothing else but expe- 
dients to make luxury consistent with health* 
The apothecary is perpetually employed in coun- 
termining the cook and the vintner. 

It is said of Diogenes, that meeting a young 
man who was going to a feast, he took him up in 
the street and carried him home to his friends, as 
one who was running into imminent danger, had 
he not prevented him. 

What would the philosopher have said, had he 
been present at the {gluttony of a modern meal ? 
Would not he have thought the master of the fam* 
ily mad, and have begged the servants to tie down 
his hands, had he seen him devour fowl, fish, 
and flesh ; swallowt>il and vinegar, wines and spi- 
ces ; throw down sallads of twenty different 
sorts of herbs ; sauces of a hundred ingredients ; 
confections and fruits of numberless sweets and 
flavours ? 

For my part, when I behold a fashionable table 
set out in all its magnificence, I fancy that I see 
gouts and dropsies, fevers and lethargies, with 
other innumerable distempers, lying in ambus- 
cade among the dishes. 

Nature delights in the most plain and simple 
diet* Bvery animal but man keeps to one dish* 
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Herbs are the food of thm apecies, fish of that^ 
and flesh of a third. But man faila upon every^ 
tiling that comes in his way ; scarce a berrjr or 
mushroom can escape him. 

it is impossible to lay down a determinate rule 
for temperance, because, what is luxury in one 
may be temperance in another. An eminent phy* 
sician gives the following advice r ^< Make your 
whole repast of one dish, and seldom indulge in ar 
second." 

It is observed by two or thr«e ancient authors' 
that Socrates, notwithstanding he lived in Athens, 
during the great plague which has made so much' 
noise through all ages, and has been celebrated, 
at difieri^Ht times,, by the most eminent authors ; I 
say, notwithstanding he lived in the time of 
this most devouring pestilence, he never caught 
the infection ;. which, those writers unanimously 
ascribe to the uninterrupted temperance which he 
always observed.. 

But the most remarkable instance of the effica- 
cy of temperance, towards the procuring of long 
life, is what we meet with in a little book pub- 
lished by Lewis Cornaro, the Venetian ; which 
I mention because it is of undoubted credit, 
as the late Venetian ambasf^ador, who was of the 
same family, attested more than once, in conver- 
sation, when he resided in England. 

Cornaro, who was the author of the little trea* 
tise above mentioaedj was of an infirm constitu- 
tion till about forty, when, by obstinately persist- 
ing in an exact course of temperance, he recover- 
ed a perfect state of health ; insomuch, that at- 
fourscore he published his book, which ha^s been, 
translated, into English, under the title of 1^ Sure 
and certain methods of obtaining a long, and heal- 
Uiy Ufe." 
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H^ fired to gire a tfaird or fourth edition of it ; 
and after having passed his huodredth year, died 
without pain oi agooy, and like one who falla a* 
lleep^ 



ThtftatQJ Bptttrts. 

THE long winter nights are the oecasioD of 
terror and uoeasiness to a number of people, be* 
eauae they are tormented with the ridiculous ap* 
prehenaioii of spectres. Thi^ superstitious fear 
was more pardonable in the time of oinr ancestors^ 
as they bad not such clear ideas of the nature of 
spirits, and as it was then favoured by sevend 
professedly reKgious. 

But there is- reason to be surprised that sueb 
ideas and such fears can exist now. It shows how 
ingewHia man is to raise imaginary monsters, and 
to torment himself. It is not enough that he 
should from time to time feel reaj evils ; he can 
also create to himself fancied evils, and become 
unhappy, because he thinks himself so. 

How is a miser tormented with the fear of rob- 
bers J the misanthrope, from his distrust of those 
about him ! the discontented man, from his anxiety 
of what may happen \ Let us learn from hence, 
to know the nature of the human heart, and U^ 
feel the necessity oi watching over our imagina^ 
tioii. 

If it deceive us in the night, by representing to 
us frightful phantoms, it often in the day-time pro- 

ducM HlttsioiiSy by paintbg vice to us under at« 
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tractive forms. Let us be at ready to avoid alt 
temptations to evil, as we are to fly from the ap- 
parition of a spectre ; but in the former instance, 
man is bold and rash, smd in the latter timid, and 
fearful. * . 

The fear of a single ghost makes some shudder, 
while the certainty of being on day transported 
into a world of incorporeal beings, makes but lit- 
tle impression on many minds, x Still more, though 
'we know that every step draws us nearer the pre- 
sence of the eternal and Infinite Spirit, we feel 
little apprehensions about it. 

If dea^h, or a dead person were to appear to us 
at midnight, and declare to ns that weihould«oon 
join him, the most intrepid man would be filled 
with fright and terror : he would make serious re- 
flections upon the event, and would wait the issue 
with anxiety. 

But why are we so inattentive to the voice of 
God, which cries aloud, * Prepare, O Israel, to 
meet thy GU)d !' How inconsistent to rest in secifiri- 
ty, when it would be prudent to fear ;-^— and %9 
tremble when there is nothing to dread. . 



Useful information. 

IN a late conversation among some of the great 
and wise, Theron, a man of wealth and figure, but 
not possessed of much knowledge, sat in the 
midst of his friends of both sexes, in a large room, 
with a rich variety of furniture. 

Theron observed, that he had often heard it said, 
** ikow much we are all indebted to the country 
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tnd the plough ;*' but for his part, he knew no 
obligation that we had to that low rank of mankind^ 
whose life is tak^n up in - the fields, the woods, 
and the meadowB, but that they paid their rents 
well, to enable gentlemen to live at their ease. 

Crito was pleased to seize the occasion^ and en- 
tertained the gay audience with a surprising lec- 
ture of philosophy. 

" Permit me," Theron, said he, " to be an advo- 
cate for the peasant ; and I can draw up a long 
account of particulars, for which we are indebted 
to the field and the forest, and to the- men who 
cultivate the ground, and are engaged in rural 
business* 

'* Look around on all the furniture of the room, 
let us surrey our own clothing, and the • splendid 
array of Therkfa and Persis, and we shall find, 
that, except a few glittering stones, and a little 
gold and silver, which were dug out of the bowels 
of the earth, we can scarce see any thing that did 
not once grow green upon the ground through the 
^various labours of the planter and the ploughman. 
" Whence came the floor we tread on,part where- 
of is inlaid with wood of different colours ? Whence 
these fair ^annels of wainscot, and the cornice 
that encompasses and adorns the room ? Whence 
this lofty room of cedar, and the carved ornaments 
of it ? Are they not all the spoils of the trees of 
the forest ? 

" Were not these once the verdant standard of 
the grove or the mountain ? What are the hang- 
ings of gay tapestry f Are they not owing to the 
fleece of the sheep, which borrowed their nourish- 
ment from the grass of the meadows ? 

" Thus the finery of a parlour once was grass ; 
and, ehould i take a turn into the bed-chamber. 
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I cmdd Bfaew that fke curtains, and the lioe&y «ttd 
costly coTerings, where we take our nightly re-* 

Sose, were some years agO| all growing ia. th€ 
elds. . 

*^ But I need not retire from the place where 
we are seated, to giire abundant discoTeries of 
this truth. Is not the hair of camels a part of th« 
materials which compose those rich curtains that 
hang down by the windows, and the easy chairs 
which accommodate our friends i And, if w€ 
think a little^ we shall find that camels with their 
hair were made of grass, as well as sheep with 
their wool. " 

*^ What are the books that lie in the window, and 
the little implements uf piqper and wax, pcQS and 
wafers, which, I presume, may be found in the 
escritoir i They hare all the same priginalf thej 
were once mere Fegetables. 

*^ Paper, and books owe their being to the tatters 
of linen, which werls woren of the threads of 
flax or hemp. The pasteboard covers are com- 
posed of paper, and the leather is the skin of the 
calf, which drew its life and sustenance from the 
meadows. 

^< The pen that we write with was plucked from 
the wing of a goose, which lived upon the grass 
of the common^ The wafer is made of the paste 
of bread corn, and the wax is^ originally plunder- 
ed from the bee, who gathered itoutof a thousand 
flowers, 

<< Permit me, ladies," said the philosopher, ''to 
mention your dress. Who gave Persis the silken 
habit which she wears i Did she not borrow it 
from the worm that spun those shining threads ? 
And whence did the worm borrow it i From the 
leaves of the mulberry tree, which was planted 
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and nourished for that purpose by the country 
swain « 

- " May I ask again, how came Therina by the fine 
linen which she is pleased to appear in ? Was it 
not made of the stalks of flax^ which grew up in 
the field like other vegetables ? And are not the 
finest of your muslins owing to the Indian cotton- 
tree I 

Nor have we, Theron, one upper garment, whe- 
ther coat, cloak, or night gown, from our shoul- 
ders to our very feet, as rich and as new as we may 
think them, which the sheep or the poor silk-worm 
has not worn before ud. It is certain the beavec 
bore our hats upon his skin. 

** That soft fur was his covering before it wa» 
ours ; and the materials of our very shoes, both 
the tipper part and the soles of them, covered the 
calf or the heifer, before they were put on our 
feet. All this was grass at first ; for,, we have 
seen that all the animal world owes its being to 
vegetables." 

' Theron acknowledged the justice of Crito'ft 
whole argument, gave him hearty thanks for his 
instructive lecture, and resolved to remember 
those amazing scenes of the operation of nature,^ 
and the astonishing wisdom of its Author. " Nor 
shall I ever forget,*' said he," the strange and unex-. 
pected dependance of man en all the meaner partst 
of the creation. 

** I am convinced^that 'pride was never made 
for man,' when I see how much akin his body i& 
to * the fowls of the air and the beasts of tho 
field.' 

"And I think," continued he, •* I am mope indebt- 
ed to my tenants than ever I could have imagined;; 
BorwiU I cast such a scornful eye again on the grazer 
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i«r and the farmer> tiiiice this 4^h and bbod of 
miiie, a» well ab the t'uruiture of my house^ aod the 
ciottieB I wear, were ouce growing in the tields or 
the woodft uoUer their care aad cuitivation/' 



On the bad effects (^ Vapours. 

IN mines, there are manj and various hurtful 
damps and vapours, and manj. hxvt been the fatal 
effects of them on the labouring miners* The 
most dangerous of all is found in those places 
where the vapour has been long confined : the 
air rushing out from thence, frequently carries 
death along with it ; and scarce any escape to 
tell the manner of its operations. 

Some colliers in Scotland, working near an .old 
mine that had been long closed up, happened, 
without knowing danger sd nigh, to open a hole 
into it, from the pit where they were then em- 
ployed. 

Happily at that time they saw their error, and 
instantly fled for their lives. The next day, how- 
ever, they were resolved to renew their work iit 
the same pit, but coming within the vapour, they 
all instantly fell down dead, as if they had been 
shot. 

Amongst these unhappy men, there was one, 
whose wife was informed that he was stifled in the 
nine, and as he happened to be next the entrance^ 
she so far ventured down as to see where he iay» 

As she approached the place, the sight of her 
kisband inspired her with a desire to rescue \om^ 
tf possibb, mm that dreadfid situatioa ;. thoogka 



Ullie reflection might hare ahewfi her that it w«i 
then too bte. 

But nothing could keep her back, she ventured 
forward, and had scarce -touched him with her 
hand when the damp prerailed, and the misguid- 
ed, though faithful wOman» felt dead by his aide. 



On early ImprovemenL 

LBT not the season of youth be barren ofim- 

5rovement9 so essential to happiness and respect. 
:hy future condition verj much depends on thj 
conduct at this time of life, whether good or. bad. 
Embrace the opportunity while nature is yet plia* 
ble and soft^ and bad habits have not established 
their dominion. 

While prejudices hare not darkened thy mind, 
and the world has not had time to debase thy af- 
fections. All thy powers are more lively, disem*- 
barraseed, and free> than they will be perhaps at 
any future period. Whatever bent thou now giv* 
98t thy heart unto, the direction is likely to con*» 
tinue. 

It will .form the channel in which thy life is ta 
run, nay, it may determine an everlasting issue.. 
Coneider then the employment c^ this important 
period, as the highest trust which shall ever be 
committed to thee, as in a great measure d^ecisive 
of thy happittess,, in time and in eternity. 

As in the succession of the seasons, each by 
tl» invariable laws oC nature, affects the produc<» 
tMBt of what i» next in course ; sain homatt life,, 
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^rer J period of oup age, according as it is well or 
ili spent, influenced the happiness of that which m 
to follow. 

Virtuous youth gradually brings forward a ripe 
and flourishing manhood, and such a manhood 
passes of itself, without uneasiness, into respecta- 
ble and peaceable old age. 

But when the heartis turned out of a virtuoaa 
course, disorder takes place m the moral, just as 
in the vegetable world. If the spring put forth 
no blossoms, in summer there will be no beauty^ 
and in autumn no fiiiit ; so if youth be trifled away 
without improvement, manhood will be contempl^^ 
ble, and old age miserable. 



Snow. 

SNOW consists of watery particles which are 
frozen in the air. experiments have been made, 
which prove that snow is twenty-four times lighter 
than water ; and, that it fills up ten or twelve 
times more space, at the moment of falling, than 
thre water produced from it when melted ; which 
could not be the case, if snow was not a water ex- 
tremely rarefied. 

But snow is not mere water : for the constrdc-^ 
tion of its particles, and the effects it produces, 
are different from that of water and ice. I|i this 
respect, the manner in^ which the snow forms it- 
self has somefhing very remarkable. 

When particles of vapour, collected together, 
freeze in the atmosphere^ the saltpetre disperaed 



in Hie air»mitet witih it in the form of a Utile ^lart^ 
ef a ^xagonal shape. While a great number of 
•uch little darts unite together, the particles of 
water which are among them grow hard, and lako 
the form of saltpetre* 

This accounts for the flakes with six sides^ 
which are composed of points like little needles^ 
at each side of which, darts or smaller threads 
join themselves, (liough their form frequentlj- al^ 
ters, when carried here and there bj the wind* 

How wonderful the form of these flakes of snow 
would appear to us, if we were not accustomed to 
see them every year ! But because certain won* 
ders occur often, is that a reason for being inat* 
tentiye to them i 

No, far from it : let ns be more careful to ex- 
amine into them, and to admire the power of God, 
who, in everj season, shews himself so rich, so 
inexhaustible in the means to provide for the con* 
Teniencies and pleasures of mortals* 

Have we a right to complain, that winter does 
not supply Yariety of amusements for the senses 
and the understanding i Is it not an astonishing 
spectacle to see that nature has formed even the 
flakes of snow with the most exact symmetry ? 
to see such a prodigious number of them fall from 
the sky ?— ^to observe the several forms water 
takes under the creating hand of God ? 

Sometimes it forms itself into hail ; somietimes 
hardens into ice ; and sometimes changes into 
snow, and Jnto innumerable flakes of it. All these 
changes serve at the same time for the use' and 
embellishment of the earth, and even in the small* 
est phenomena of nature, God shews himself great 
and worthy our adoration. 

Look no longer upon snow with indifference* 
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Its form and the advantages resulting from it, should 
lead us to adore him who made it, and vpreadeth 
it upon the earth, covering and preserving many 
a root and plant from the keen frosty winds. 

To him, whom all nature obeys ; i^ho causeth 
the snow to fall in flakes like wool ; who spread- 
«th the white frost like ashes ; who castetb bait 
as in pieces ; who ordereth the cold to bless and 
fertilize the earth ; to him be all prltisei hoBaur> 
and gloty. 



On the Knowledge of Ourselves. 

IN the first place, let us consider well, what are 
ihe characters w% bear among our enemies. Our 
friends very often flatter us, as much as our own 
hearts. They either do not see our faults, or 
conceal them from us, or soften them by their 
partial representations, in such a manner, that we 
think them too trivial to taken notice of. 

An adversary, on the contrary, makes a strict- 
er search into us, and discovers every flaw and 
imperfection in our tempers ; and, though his mal- 
ice may set them in too strong a light, it has gen- 
erally some ground for what it advances. 

In order, likewise, to come io a true knowledge 
•f ourselves, we should consider, on the other 
hand, how far we may deserve the praises and 
approbations which the world bestows on us ; whe- 
ther the actions they applaud, proceed from right 
and worthy motives; and how far we arc really- 
possessed of the virtues, which they celebrate or 
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set fprthy and which gain US credit among thote 
with whom we converse* 

In the next place, that We may not deceive our*' 
selves in a point of so much importance, we should 
not lay too great a stress on any virtues we may 
possess, which afe of a doubtful nature ; and such 
we may esteem all those in which many men /dis- 
sent from us, perhaps far superior to ourselves : 
they are chiefly opiniative and not practical, and 
perhaps only derive their value from our own pre- 
judices* 

We should likewise be very apprehensive of 
those actions, which proceed from natural consti- 
tution, favourite passions, particular education, or 
whatever promotes our worldly interest or advan- 
tage. In these, or the like cases, one's judgment 
is easily perverted, and a wrong bias hung upoji 
the mind. 

There is nothing of greater importance to ua, 
than thus diligently to sift our thoughts, and ex- 
amine all these dark recesses of the mind, if we 
would establish our hearts in such a solid and sub- 
stantial virtue, as will turn to account in that great 
day^ when it must stand the te^t of infinite wis- 
dom and justice. 

And lastly,, it will be impossible to know our- 
selves as we ought, except with the Psalmist we 
constantly cry from our hearts, " Try me, O 
God, and^seek the sround of my heart, prove me, 
and examine my thoughts : look well if there be 
any way of wickedness in me, and lead me in the 
way everlasting." 



TO 



Of the Elephant. 

THIS animal, wken tamed, k gentle, ebedient 
and docile ; patient of Iafak>ar, it submits to the 
most toilsome drudgery ; and so attentive is it to 
the commands of its governor, that a word or look 
is sufficient to stimulate it to the moat violent ex^ 
ertious. 

It is so attached to its keeper, that it caressea 
kim with his trunk, and frequently will obey no 
•Iher master ; it knows his voice, and can distin^ 
guish the tone of command, whether of anger, or 
of approbation, and regulates its actions accord- 
ingly : it receives its orders with attention, mS 
executes with eagerness, but without precipitation* 

All its motions are orderly, and seem to co^ 
lespond ^ith the dignity of its appearance, being 
grave, majestic, and cautious. It kneels down for 
the accommodation of those who would mount 
upon its back, and with its pliant trunk, aasiatt 
them to ascend. 

It suffers itself to be harnessed, and seems to 
have a pleasure in the finery of its trappings ; if 
is used in drawing chariots, wagons, and various 
kinds of machines. One of these animals will 
perform with ease the work of many horses. 

The manner of taking, taming, and rendering 
these animals submissive, is curious, and well de-^ 
serves a place in the history crf'the elephant. 

In the midst of a forest, abounding with ele* 
phants, a large piece of ground is marked out^ 
and surrounded with strong palisades, interwoven 
with branches of trees : one end of the inclosure 
is narrow, from which it widens gradually, so as 
to take in a great extent of country. 
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SrrmI buadredt of men are eioplojed upon 
ttie oceasioiiy who place themaelves in such a man- 
aer as to prevent the wild elephants from making 
their escape : thejr kindle large fires at certain dis«« 
tances, and make a dreadfol noise with drums and 
tariotts kinds of discordant instruments, calcula- 
ted for the purpose of stunning and terrifying the 
poor animals ; whilst another party, consisting of 
seme thousands, with the assistance of the female 
elephants, trained for the purpose, driTe the wild 
elephants slowly ta the great opening of the enclo- 
stire, the whole train of hunters closing in after 
them, shouting and making a great noise, till the 
elephants are driven, by insensible de^ees, into 
the narrow part of the enclosure, through wh^ch 
there is an opening into a smaller space, strongly^ 
fenced in, and well guarded on all sides. 

As soon as one of the elephants enters this 
9^ait, a strong bar closes the passage from behind, 
and he finds himself completely environed. On 
the top of this narrow passage, some of the hunts- 
men stand with goads in their handSj urging the 
creature ffnrward to the end of the passage, where 
there is an opening just wide enough to let him 
pass. 

He IS now received into the custody of two fe- 
male elephants, who stand on each side of him, 
and press him into the service : if he is likely to 
prove refractory, they begin to discipline him 
with their trunks, till he is reduced to obedience, 
and suffers himself to be led to a tree, where he is 
bound by the leg with stout thongs, made of un- 
tanned elk or buck skin. 

The tame elephants are then led back te the en- 
closure, and the others are made to submit in the 
same manner. They are all suffered to remaiu 

7 
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fast to the trees for several dajS. Attendants We 
placed by the side of each animal, who supply 
him with food by little and little, till he is brought 
by degrees to be sensible of kindness and caress*^ 
es, and allows himself to be led to the stable. 

In the space of fourteen days, entire submission 
is completed. During that time, he is fed daily 
with cocoa-nut leaves, and led once a day to the 
water by the tame ones. He becomes accus* 
tomed to the voice of his keeper, afid at last qui- 
etly resigns his prodigious powers to the service 
of man. 

This animal seems to exceed most of the brute 
creation in sagacity. The following account, ta- 
ken from Goldsmith, is an instance. *^ In Delhi, 
an elephant passing along the streets, put biff 
trunk into a tailor's shop, where several people 
were at work. 

" One of: the persons of the shop, desirous of 
amusement, pricked the ^animal's trunk with his 
needle, and seemed highly delighted with this 
slight punishment. 

" The elephant, however, passed on without any 
immediate signs of resentment ; but coming to a 
puddle of dirty water^ he filled his trunk, returned 
to the shop, and spurted the contents over al} 
the finery upon which the tailors were then em- 
ployed." 
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Hemarkahle story of a Dog. 



DURING the reign of Charles V. of France, 
Aubri de Moniidier, travelling alone in the forest 
of Bondi, was murdered and buried at the foot of 
a tree. His dog remained upon the grave sever- 
al days, and would not leave the place till he was 
compelled to do so by hunger. 

He came at last to Paris, to the house of an 
intimate friend of the unfortunate Aubri, and by 
his doleful bowlings, seemed to wish to acquaint 
bim of the less he had sustained. 

After receiving some victuals, he renewed his 
noise, went to the door, and turned about to see 
if he was followed by any one, came back to his 
master's friend, and pulled him by the coat, as it 
were to persuade him to go along with him. 

This extraordinary behaviour of the dog, his 
returning without his master, whom he never quit*- 
ted, and who all at once disappeared, and per- 
haps that distribution of justice and of events, 
which seldom permits any long concealment of 
atrocious crimes ; all these put together occa- 
sioned the dog's being followed. 

As soon as he came to the foot of the tree^ he 
began to bowl more violently than ever, and to 
scratch up the ground, as if marking out the spot 
where they should dig. They dug, and found 
the body of the unfortunate Aubri ! 

Some time after, he accidentally spied the mur- 
derer, whom all historians agree in calling the 
Chevalier Macaire. He flew at his throat imme- 
diately, and it was with much difficulty he was 
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forced to quit his hold« Every time the dog met 
him, he pursued and attacked him with the same 
fury. 

The dog's inveteracy against this man alone, 
began to be taken notice of; and people not only 
Called to mind the affection which he had always 
shewn io his master, but several instances of the 
Chevalier Macaire's hatred and etivy against 
Aubri de Montidier came also to be recollected. 

Some other circumstances increased the 9i«ipi* 
cion. The king, being informed of what had 

{)assed, had tlie dog sent for, who remained perf- 
ectly quiet till such time as the Chevalier Ma* 
caire appeared, when immediately, in the midst 
of a score of other courtiers, he turned about^ 
barked, and attempted to rush upon him* 

At last he seised him by the throat, brought 
him to the ground ; in this situation he acknowl- 
edged his crime in the presence of the king and 
the whole court. 



Observations an Man and the Brute Cre^ 

aiiim. 

NEXT to man, in the visible creation, are the 
beasts : and certainly, with regard to the struc- 
ture of the body, the difference is not extremely 
great between man and other creatures. 

It principally appears in this ; that man is per- 
fectly erect, and his form more elegant ; that no 
beast has the feet of a man, much less a hand so 
well fitted for every purpose ; and lastly^ that no 
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other animal has a brain so large, id proportion to 
its bulk, as man. 

Concerning the prone posture of their bodies, 
we maj observe two things ; the parts minister- 
mg thereto, and the use thereof. 

As to the bodily parts, it is observable, that in 
all these creatures, the legs are made exactly con- 
formable to their posture, as those of man are to 
his : and further, that the legs and feet are al- 
ways admirably well suited to the motion and ex- 
ercise of each animal. 

In some, they are made for strength, to support 
a vast and unwieldy body : as in the elephant^ 
which being a creature of such prodigious weight, 
has its legs accordingly made like pillars. 

In others, they are made for agility and swift- 
ness. So d^er, hares, and several other animals, 
have their legs very slender, but strong withal, and 
every way adapted for quick motion. 

In some, they are formed only for walking and 
running ; but in others, for swimming too : thus 
in the feet of the otter, the toes are all conjoined 
with membranes, as they are in geese and ducks ; 
and in swimming, it is observable, that when the 
foot goes forward in the water, .the toes are close, 
but when backward, they spread out ; by which 
they more forcibly strike the water, and drive 
themselves forward. 

In some, as moles, they are made for walking 
and digging : and, in others, for walking and fly- 
ing, as in the bat and flying squirrel. 

In some, they are made more weak, for the 
plainer lands : in others, stiff and less flexible, as 
those of the elk, for traversing ice; and the goat, 

for dangerous places. 

7 * 
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There ire man j iiere to da8cr9ie» wUck coold 
not be done in this lesson ; but if curiositjr leads, 
they may be sought for in treatises on Matiiral 
History* 



JRevolulians witch are constanOy in Nature 

THE sun, moon^ and stare, centinae constantly 
the same course, once prescribed to them. But 
who is it that supports and directs them ? Who 
teaches these bodies the course they ought to 
take I Who points out to them the time for their 
revolutions i 

Who empowers them to move always with the 
same force f . Who prevents them from falling op 
our gbbe, or from lo^ag their way in the immense 
space of the heavens I All these qi&estions lead * 
us to God. 

It is he who ^pointed the circles they were to 
describe ; it is he who supports, who guides, and 
prevents ihem from confusion. By laws, unknown 
to us, he causes those celestial bodies to move with 
incredible swiftness, and with such perfect regu« 
larity, that nothing can disturb it. 

Nearer to us, there are, in the elements, contin- 
ual revolutions, though they are not visible to com- 
mon observers. The air is in perpetual motion : 
the water continues its course without ceasing ; 
the rivers run into the sea ; and, from its broad 
surface, vapours rise, which produce clouds. 

These fall again upon the earth, in rain, snow^ 
and hail ; they penetrate into the mountains, and 
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fill the «pringii ; bcm whence the riynlete be* 
come rivers, when they have met, and are therei- 
hy augmented in their course. 

Thua^ the water, which had fallen from the 
cloud, returns back into the sea* The seasons 
last a Hmited time, and succeed each other, ac- 
cording to the order established. Each jear the 
fertile earth produces i^ain its plants, and its har- 
vest. 

¥et it is never exhausted ; for by means of 
this coutinued circulation, whatever the earth 
yields is restored to it again. The winter comes 
at the appointed time, and brings the repose it 
has occasion for ; and when it has fulfilled the 
designs of the Creator, the spring succeeds ; and 
this restores to the earth the children it has lost. 

A similar circulation takes place in the body 
of every living creature : the blood flows contin- 
ttally through its several channels, distributes to 
each limb the nourishing juices it requires, and 
then returns to the heart u'om whence it came. 

AH these revolutions lead us to reflect on the 
Supreme Being, who laid the foundation of them ; 
and who, by his power and wisdom, has contintt^ 
ed to direct them to this very moment. 



JoywudOri^. 

liET not thy mirth be so extravagant as to in- 
toxicate thy mind, nor thy sorrow so heavy as* to 
4€|Mres8 thy heart* Thta world 9ifibrde(ih no good 
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8R> transporting, nor inflictetli any eyil so severe^ 
as should raise thee far above, or sink thee much 
beneath the balance of moderation. 

ho ! yonder standeth the house of Joy. It 
is painted on the outside, and looketh gay ; thou 
mayest know it from the continual noise of mirth 
and exultation that issueth from it. 

The mistress standeth at the door, and calleth 
aloud to all that pass by ; she singeth and shout- 
eth, and laugheth without ceasing. 

She inviteth them to go in and taste the plea- 
sures of life, which she telleth them are no where 
to be found but beneath her roof. 

But enter thou not into her gate ; neither as- 
sociate thyself with those who frequent her house. 

They call themselres the sons of Joy ; they 
laugh and seem delighted : but madness and folly 
are in all their doings. 

They are linked with mischief hand in handy 
and their steps lead down to evil. Dangers beset 
theni round about, and the pit of destruction yawn- 
eth beneath their feet. 

Look now on tbe other side, and behold, in that 
rale overshadowed with trees, and hid from the 
sight of men, the habitation of Sorrow. 

Her bosom heaveth with sighs, her mouth is 
filled with lamentation ; she deligfateth to dwell on 
the subject of human misery. 

She looketh on the common accidents of Iife« 
and weepeth ; the weakness and wickedness of 
man is the theme of her lips. 

All nature to her teemeth with evil, every ob- 
ject she seeth is tinged with the gloom of her oiTn 
mind, and the voice of complaint saddeneth her 
dwelling day and night.. 

Gome hot near her cell ; her breath is conta* 
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SioBS ; she will blast the friiits mi wither th« 
fiowen^ <hat adom and sweeten the garden of life* 

Inavoidii^ the house of Joy, let not thy feet 
betrajr thee to the borders cf this dismal miuA* 
sioo ; but pursue with care the middle path, 
which will lead thee by a gentle ascent to the 
bower of Tranquillitj. 

With her dwelleth Peacet with her dweUetli 
Safety and Gontentmenti She is cheerful, but 
9ot gay ; she is serious, but not sad ; she view* 
eth &e joys and the sottovs of life witii ao ^Q«t^ 
aad ateftdy eye* 



Of Mimntatn$. 

THERE is not, perhaps, in all natwe, any 
thing that impr^ses an unaccustomed spectator, 
with such ideas of awful solemnity, as these im« 
mense piles on the bosom of the earth, which seem 
to oK^ck the littleness of human magnificence. 

In countries where there are nothing but plains, 
the smallest elevations or hills are apt to excite 
wonder. In Holland, which is all flat, they shew 
a little ridge of hills near the sea side, which Boer-r 
haave generally marked out to his pupils, as be- 
ing mountains of no small consideration. 

What would be the feelings of such an auditory, 
could they at once be presented with a view of 
the heights and precipices of the Alps or Andes, 
or of the Alleganies. 

Even in England, they have not sufiBcient ideas 
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•f a mouiitaiii-prospect ; their hills are generall j 
sloping from the plain, and clothed to the very 
top with verdure ; they can scarce, therefore, lift 
their imaginations to those astonishing piles, Whose 
tops peep up behind the high and intervening 
clouds, sharp and cragged, reaching to heights 
that human avarice or curiosity have never beeii 
able to ascend. 

It has been as(^d by the curious, hoir moun- 
tains came to be formed, and what are their uses ? 
In oiir own happy region, w^ generally see no in-' 
equalities, but such as contribute to use and beau- 
ty ; and, therefore, We are amazed ata question, 
how such necessary things, though inequalities, 
eame t« be/ormed ; at the same time wondering 
at the beauty and fitness of all things within our 
prospect. 

But though with usi there may be no great cause 
foY* such a demand ; yet in those countries where 
huge mountains deform the face of nature, where 
they pour down cataracts, or give fury to tempests, 
there seems to be a powerful incitement to those 
who dwell thereabout, and have leisuk*e, to be in- 
^uisitive as to their cause and use : but as wise 
men have differed very much respecting these, 
points, let us be content to a^mit that they answer 
wise purposes in the economy of creation, al- 
though their ustss may not be fully known to us. 
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On filial Duty. 

AS Storks live to a very advanced age, their 
limbs grow feeble^ their feathers fall off, and thej 
are incapable of providing for their food or safety* 
Being birds of passage, ihey are under another 
inconvenience ; for, they are not able to remove 
themselves from one country to another at the 
Ofual season. 

In all these circumstances, it is reported that 
their young ones assist them, covering them with 
their wings, and nourishing them with the warmth, 
of their bodies. They even bring them provis- 
ions in their beaks, and carry them from place t» 
place on their backs, or support them with their 
wings. 

In this manner they return, as much as lies in 
their power, the care which was bestowed on them 
when they were young in the nest. A striking 
example of filial piety, inspired by instinct, .from 
which, reason itself need not be ashamed to take 
example. 

'< Honour thy father and thy mother, that thy 
days may be long in the land which the Lord thy 
God giveth thee,'' was an express command- 
meiit, and the only one to which a promise was an- 
nexed. Among the Israelites, the slightest of- 
fence against a parent was punished in the most ex- 
emplary manner. 

Certainly, nothing can be more just and reason- 
able, than that we should love, honour, and suc- 
cour those who are the very authors of our being, 
and to whose tender care (under Heaven) we owe 
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II16 continuance of it during the helpless state <^ 
our infancy* 

Love, charity, and an mtercoirse of good of- 
fices, are what we undoubtedly owe to all man- 
kind ; and he who omits them, is guilty of such a 
crime as generally carries its punishment with H. 

To our parents, howerer, more, much more, 
than all this, |h due ; and, when we are servmj^ 
them, we ou^t to reflect, that, whaterer diflcul* 
ties we go through fo^ their saire, we cannot do 
more for them than they have done for us ; and 
that there is no danger of our i> ver-paying the vaBt 
debt of gratitude they have laid us under. 

In fine, we should consider, that it is ft duty 
most peculiarly msrsted on by Hearen itself; and, 
if we obey the command, there is no doubt bat 
we shall also receive the reward annexed to it. 



Bvery thing; in Nature tends to the gooi ef 

Mankind. 

 

WE cannot be too sensible of the love afid pre- 
ference with which we are honoured, by God's 
distinguishing us so advantageously from other 
creatures. 

Let us feel, as we ought, the great happiness of 
being particularly the objects of his beneficent 
liberality ; of being, in some nsi^ure, the centre 
of all he has produced for the manifestation of his 
glorious attributes. 
' Is it for us that att nature acts and labours iff 
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the earth, in the air, and in the waters^ For ut 
the horse's hoof is furnished with that horn, which 
it would have no occasion for, werfe it not te 
draw burdens, and to climb the mountains. 

For us the silk-worm spins its bag, shuts itself 
up in it, and afterwards leaves us this web so art* 
fullj contrived. For us the gnat lajs its eggs in 
the water, to feed the fish, which serve themselvei 
for our subsistence. 

For us the bee gathers, from the flowers, the 
exquisite honey. For us the ox is put to the 
plough, and desires no other reward than a little 
food. It is also for us that the forests, the fields, 
and the gardens, abound in riches. For us also 
are designed the treasures the mountains contain. 

It is triie that we have, bejond comparison, 
more wants than the brute creation, but we have 
also many more faculties, talents, and industry, to 
make every thing around us serve for our use and 
pleasure. 

Numbers of creatures contribute to our food, 
clothes, and habitations ; and furnish us with 
innumerable conveniencies and enjoyments. If 
God has created us with so many wants, it is to 
procure us a greater variety of agreeable sensa- 
tions. ^ 

It would be impossible for us to satisfy those 
multiplied wants, if animals had as many as we 
have ; and it is in order that we t^hould have 
plenty of every things that the things they require, 
are generally such as mankind can make no use 
of. 

But it is not ou** Ic^donly, that God has pro- 
vided with so much goodness : He has designed 
to procure us a thousand other enjoyments. It 
is for US that the lark and the nightingale sing ; 
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&at th^ flowers perfume the air ; that the field* 
and the gardens are adorned with so many ditTer- 
4ni colours. 

Above ally he has given us reason, to enable oil 
to make every thing contribute to our support and 
jpleasure ; to rlile over animals ; to subdue this 
irhale and the lion ; and, what is stiU more pre- 
cious in another way, to take pleasure in his 
works ; to cohtemplate the beauty, the greatness, 
and magnificence of them ; to admire their order 
and harmony. ^ 

P man ! thou art so endowed, and so loaded 
•with favours, how canst thou ever^ be grateful 
enough to thy heavenly Benefactor ? What love 
can be perfect enough, to answer in any degree to 
that which he has shewn unto us ! Let us fre- 
quently reflect on the liberal blessings which we 
rec_eive from him every hour. 

But above all, let us acknowledge the mercies 
of God, in the blessings he reserves for us hereafter. 
For what are the blessings of life, in comparison 
of the glory which awaits us ill heaven ? 

It is true, that even here^ we^ continually cx- 
pierience the effects of his benevolence, and are 
surrounded with the wonders of his goodness ; 
but our pleasures are mixed wifh pain, and per- 
fect happii!iess can only be found in heavenu 



On the StcUe ofSlti^^ 

liflT us observe what wisd(»n is displayed in 
diese remarkable incidents of our firame, sleep and 



Aeams r so remarkable, that they are a kind of ex^ 
perimental mysteryi a staading miracle. 

Behold the most vigorous constitution, when re* 
Pigned to the slumbers of the night. Its activity 
is oppressed with indolence ; its strength suffers 
a temporary annihilation. %he nerves are like a 
bow unstrung, the whole animal like a motionlesft 
log. 

Behold a person of the most delicate sensationt 
and amiable dispositions. His eyes, though wide 
#pen, discern no light,, distinguish no objects. His 
ear&i, with the organs unimpaired, perceive not the 
sounds that are are round about them. The f ery 
fine. sense of feeling is overwhelmed with an utter 
stupefaction. Where are his social affections? 
He knows not his tender parent, nor the friend 
that is as his own soul.^ 

Behold' the most ingenious scholar, skilful ib 
learning. In this state, how are all his thinking 
faculties unhinged, and instead of close connected 
i^asonings, there is nothing but a disjointed hud- 
dle of absurd notions. Instead of well-digested 
principles, nothing but a disorderly jumble of con- 
ceptions. 

Yet, no sooner does he awake, than he is pos- 
sessed of all his former endowments. His sinews 
are braced and (it for action, his senses brisk and 
keen. The frozen affections melt with tender- 
ness : the romantic visionary is again the master 
of reason. 

And, (what is very surprising) the confused 
mind does not regulate itself by degrees, but in 
the twinkling of an eye it is posseissed of all its 
faculties ! Why does not the numbness whick 
seized the animal powerSi chain the iinibs perpetu- 
ally T Why does not the stupor that deadened all 
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the senses, hold fast its possession ? When the 
thoughts are once disadjusted, why are they not 
always in confusion ? 

How is it, from an inactivity resembling death, 
and from extravagancies little diflTering from mad- 
ness, that the body and mind are so suddenly res- 
tored to their natural powers ? the body to its vi- 
gour and agility, the mind to sedateness and har- 
mony I Surely it is the Lord's doing, and it is mar- 
Tellous in our eyes ! 
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Of theformatiim oj Islands. 

NEW islands are formed in two ways ; either 
suddenly, by the action of subterranean fires, or 
l^ore slowly, by the depositions of mud carried 
down by rivers, and stepped in its course at the 
mouths of the rivers or elsewhere, by various ac- 
cidents. 

With respecf, particularly to the first, ancient 
historians and modern travellers give us such ac- 
counts as we can have no reason to doubt. Sene- 
ca assures us, that in his time the Island of Thera* 
tia appeared unexpectedly to some mariners, as 
they were employed in another pursuit. 

Pliny assures us, that thirteen islands in the 
Mediterranean appeared ^ once, springing up,* as 
it were, from under the water ; the cause of which 
he ascribes, rather to the retiring of the sea in 
those parts, than to any power under the earth. 
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Hewever, he mentions the island of Hiera, near 
that of Therasia, as formed bj subterraneous ex- 
plosions : and adds to his list several at hers, 
formed in the same manner. In one of , which he 
relates, that fish in great abundance were fou i^ 
and that all those who eat of them, died shortly 
after. 

In the year 1707, a slight earthquake was per- 
ceived at Santorin ; and the day following, at sun 
rising, an object was seen by the inhabitants of 
that island, at two or three miles' distance at sea^ 
which appeared like a floating rock. > 

Some persons, either from a desire of gain or to 
gratify their curiosity ,»weB4 there, and found, even 
whHe they stood upon this rock, that it seemed ta 
rise beneath their feet. 

They perceived also that its surface was co* 
vered with pumice stones and oysters, which it 
raised from the bottom. Every day after, until 
the fourteenth of the next month, this rock seem- 
ed considerably to increase ; and then was found- 
to be half a mile round, and about thirty feet 
above the sea. 

The earth of which it was composed seemed 
whitish, with a small portion of clay. Soon after 
this, again the sea seemed troubled, and steama 
arose, which ^ere very ojSfensive to the inhabitants 
ff Santorin. 

But on the sixteenth of the following . month,, 
seventeen'or eighteen rocks were seen to rise out 
ef the sea, and at length to join together. All this 
was accompanied with the most terrible noise and 
fires, which proceeded from the inland that was 
newly formed. The whole mass, however, of all 
this new formed earth uniting,* increased every 
daj) both in height and breadth^ and by the forc^ 
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of its explosions, cast forth rocks to a rfvy great 
distance. . 

This continued to bear the same dreadful ap* 

pearance, till nearly the end of the samejear ; and 

it is at present a Toicano, which sometimes renews 

- its eruptions. It is about thrqe miles in circum- 

ference, and from about thirty to forty feet high. 



Pyrrhus and Fabricius* 



A TREATY being on foot between the Ro- 
mans and Pyrrhus king of Macedon, for the exf 
change of prisoners ; the Latter, after haring giv- 
en a general audience to the ambassadors, took 
Fabricius aside, and conversed with him to the 
following purport i 

After telling him, he was sensible of hi* merit ; 
that he was convinced of his excellence as a gene- 
ral, and perfect qualifications for the command of 
an army ; that justice and temperance were united 
in his character, and that he justly passed for a 
person of virtue ; he lamented the certainty of pov-»- 
erty, and saying, that fortune, in this particular^ 
had treated him with injustice, by misplacing him 
hi the class of indigent senators* 

In order, therefore, to supply that deficieiMy^, 
said Pyrrhus, provided thou wilt assist me to ne- 
gociate an honourable peace, I am ready to give as 
much gold and sihrer as will raise thee above the 
richest citizen of Rome ; being fully persuadad* 
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that oa expense can be more honourable td a 
prince, than that wbn^kr'etnplojed in the relief 
of great men, wl|o:are compelled by their poverty 
to lead, a life Utatrorthy of their tirtue, and Ihat 
this is the noblest {>urpose to which a king can pos- 
sibly derote his*freasure8. 

TTlie answer of Fabricius was as follows : 

** As to my poverty, thou hast, indeed, been 
rightly informed^ My whole estate consists in a 
house of but mean appearance, and a little spot of 
ground, from which, by my own labour, I draw mj 
support. 

'^ But if any have been persuaded to think, that 
this poverty makes me less considered in mf coun* 
try, or in any degree unhappy, they are extreme- 
ly deceived. 

'< I have no reason to complain of fortune ; she 
supplies me with all that nature requires ; and, 
if I am without superfluities, I am also free from 
the desire of them. 

** With these, I confess, I should be more able 
to succour the necessitous, the only advantage for 
which the wealthy are to be envied. But, small 
as my possessions are, I can still contribute some- 
thing to the support of the state and the assistance 
•f my friends* 

** With regard to honours, ray country places 
me, poor as I am, upon a level with the richest ; 
for Rome knows no qualifications for great em^ 
plojrments, but virtue and ability* 

<< She entrusts me with the comnrand of hes 
armies, and confides to my care the most impor- 
tant negociations. My poverty dees not lessen 
the weight and influence <^ my counsels in the 
senate. The Roman people honour i^e for that 
very poverty which some consider as a disgrace. 



99 

They fcnow tfie' manj opportunities I hare had im 
war to enrich myself, without incurring censure. - 

" They are convinced of my disinterested zeal 
for their prosperity ; and, if I have any thing to 
complain of in the return they make, it i« only the 
excess of their applause. 

« What value, then, can I set upon gold and 
silver ? What king can add any thing to my for- 
tune ? Always attentive to discharge the duties 
incumbent on me> I have a mind free from self-rc*^ 
proachi and I have an honest fame*'' 



Of sptaJcing^pullicly in the ccmse of Virtue. 

THOUGH we must keep good company t<^ 
acquire virtue and knowledge, Christianity teach- 
es us, that we were not born for ourselves ; and 
therefore we ought at proper opportunities, ta 
converse with others, that they may learn and see 
how much the grace of God can make men difier*- 
ent from one another ; and though our conversa- 
tion does not presently reform such, yet it may 
not be altogether ineffectual ; for the seeds of vir- 
tue may a long while lie dead, yet at last may 
flourish and come forth, so that our conversation 
may have a good effect, though not seen by us ; 
and particularly, it should be done with a single 
ty^ to the glory of God and their good, clear of 
all ostentation. 

JBetides, it may not be a little serviceable for 
people af piety and parts^ to speak of religjk>ii9 
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eyen jtmoRgst those who deride it, aad thereby 
make their consciences a witness of Ood and good 
things ; to let them see the beautj of a pious good 
life, and to let them know they despise those Tani- 
ties the others doat on, living contentedly with- 
out their sinful jollities : also, to inform them, that 
a virtuous life is not impracticable to had men, by 
a true repentance for the past, and sincere en- 
deavours for the future, to forsake the ways of ini- 
quity, and pursue the path of truth, which God is 
constantly striring to bring forth in them ; and is^ 
through infinite mercy, both willing and able to 
accomplish, if man cease from his obstinate re- 
bellion against him. 

Our Saviour, conversing with publicans— and 
sinners, gained their hearts and reformed their 
lives ; by which we may be assured, that it is the 
duty of every Christian to imitate him in the same^ 
when an occasion ofiets itself. 

But I would not be understood to recommend a 
long or constant stay' in the company of bad men^ 
which would be too dangerous, especially to young 
people ; but only, not to neglect or despair of do- 
ing good when we happen to be amongst^them : in 
such cases, we should remember that saying of 
our Lord, " He that is ashamed of me amongst 
men, of him will I be ashamed before my Father 
hereafter.'' 
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Passion and Patience* 

PASSION IS a fever of the mind which ewew 
leaves us weaker than it found us. It is the 
threshold of madness and insanity: and indeed 
thej are so much alike that they sometimes 
cannot be distinguished, and their effects are of-^ 
ten equally fatal. 

The first step to moderation is, to perceive that 
we are failing into a passion. It is much easiec 
wholly to prevent ourselves from falling into a pBB^ 
aion, than to keep it within just bounds : that 
which few can moderate, almost any body may 
prevent. 

Envy and wrath shorten life : and anxiety 
bringeth age before its time. We ought .to dis- 
trust our passions^ even when they appear the 
most reasonable. Who overcomes his passion, 
overcomes his strongest enemy* If we do not 
subdue our anger, it will subdue us. 

A passionate tempjer renders a man unfit for 
advice, deprives him of his reason, robs him of all 
that is great or noble in histiature, destroys friend* 
ship, ^changes justice Into cruelty, and turns alL 
order into confusion. 

Herod, the Tetrarch of Judea, had so little 
command over his passion, that upon every slight 
occasion, his anger would transport him into ab- 
solute madness. In siicb a desperate fit he killed 
Josippus. 

Sometimes he would be sorry, and repent of the 
folly and injuries he had -done, when anger had 
clouded hia undecataAding : and soon after comuut 
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the same outrages, so that none about hioi were 
long safe : and no wonder, for unrestrained angep 
quickly breaks out into madi^esa. 

There is little difierence between a madmaa 
and an angry man while the fit continues ; because 
both are void of reason, inexorable, and blind : for 
that reason, h too often subverts whole families^ 
towns, cities, and kingdoms. 

It is a vice that few men are able to conceal ; for 
if it do not betray itself by external signs, such aa 
a sudden paleness of the countenance and trem* 
bling of the joints, it is more impetuous within ; 
secretly gnaws the very heart, and produces dan- 
gerous effects in those that nourish it. 

How different is the conduct of him wbosuffer^ 
eth not anger to deprive him of i*ea8on. The tem- 
per of Sir Isaac Newton is said to have been so 
equal and mild, that no accident could disturb it ; 
and a remarkable instance of it is related as fol- 
lows : 

He had a favourite little dog, which he called 
Diamond, and being one day called out of hm 
study into the next room, Diamond was left be^ 
hind him. 

When Sir Isaac returned, having beeen absent 
hut a few minutes, he had the mortification to find« 
that his dog having thrown down a lighted candle 
among some paper, the nearly finished labours of 
many years were in ffames, and almost consumed 
to ashes. 

This loss, as he was very far advanced in years, 
was irretrievable ; jei^ without once s,friking the 
dog, he only rebuked him with this exclamation : 
^ Oh Diamond ! Diamond ! thou little knowest the 
ffliscfaief tfaoH hastdone^" 
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On a true Christian Life. 

WE capAot be said to possess the virtues and 
liolj tempers of Christianity, unless ^we practice 
.ihem in our ordinary life. 

So that Christianity is so far from leaving us to 
live in the common ways of men, conforming ta 
Ihe folly of customs, and gratifying the passioqs and 
tempers which the spirit of the world delights in ; 
it is so far from indulging us in any of these things, 
that all its virtues, that it Qiakes necessary to sal- 
vation, are only so many ways of living above and 
contrary to the world, in all the conunon actions 
of our life. 

. If our common life is not a continual course of 
humility, self-denial, renunciation of the world, 
poverty of spirit, and heavenly affection, we do 
not live the lives of Christians. 

But yet, though it is thus plain, that this, and 
this alone is Christianity, an * uniform, open, and 
visible practice of all these virtues ; yet it is as 
plain, that there is little or nothing of this to be 
found, even amongst the better sort of people. 

We see them often at places of worship, and 
pleased with fine preachers ; but look into their 
lives, and we see them just the same sort of peo« 
pie as others are, that make no pretences to de- 
votion. The difference that we find betwixt them, 
19 only that of their natural tempers. i 

They have the same taste of the world, the same 
worldly cares, and fears^ and joys ; they have j 
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(he same turn of mind, equallj vain in their de- 
sires. 

We see the same fondness for state and equipage, 
the same pride and vanitj of dress, the same 
self^OTC and indulgence, the same foolish friend- 
ships, and groundless hatreds, the same leTitj" of 
mind and trifling spirit, the same fondness for di« 
versions, the same idle dispositions and vain- ways 
of spending their time in visiting and conversa« 
tion, as the rest of the world, that make no pre- 
tences to devotion. 

Alas ! this is too much the state of the sober* 
minded of all denominations ; therefore, O joutb, 
rest not in form or ceremony, nor take them for a 
cloak to thj lukewarmness, but strive earnestly to 
be what is requsite and indispensable for thee, if 
thou wouldst be eternally happy ; that is, a itfftj 
bumble and devout sou], by a strict obedience to 
the divine laws, through the power of the divine 
influence of God. 



Of the Rhinoceros. 



A RHINOCEROS^ next to the elephant, i» 
the most extraordinary animal in the East-Indies. 
He is equal in height to a middling horse, but it 
shaped like a wild boar, only he is much larger^ 
and has shorter legs. 

His skin is without hair, but so thick and harcl 
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as to be almoBt impenetrable ; it is so full of 
scratches and scabs, that at a distance thej aiaj' 
well be taken for scales. 

On his nose he has a horn of a dark brown co- 
lour, which bends backward, and is often two feet 
lon^ ; he has another horn a little' above this, 
which never exceeds six inches. 

His ejres are exceedingly tfmall, and he only 
aeess traight forward ; therefore he always rqns in 
a straight line, tearing up those things which op- 
pose or stand in his way. 

With his horn, he throws stones over his head 
to a great distance, and even tears up trees by the 
roots. 

' He grunts like a hog ; but when he pursues his 
prey, he makes a terrible noise. He feeds much 
on the boughs of such trees as are thick set with 
strong and tou^h thorns ; but he prefers the flesh 
of animals when they come in his way. 

He has a natural antipathy to the elephant, which 
places all his safety in flight. He seldom at- 
tacks a man unless he is dressed in red, a colour to 
which he has a strong aversion. 

When he overtakes him, he lifts him by his 
horn, and throws him over his head with such 
violence as breaks his bones ; so that he never 
fails to find him dead when he comes to devour 
him. 

The usual method of taking this animal is in pits 
dug in the paths by which he goes to drink, and 
covered with branches, grass, &g. 
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The Spherical Form, of our Earth, 

MANY people fancy the earth an even plant , 
a round flat surface : But, if Ihat were the case, the 
exterior limits of this surface would be fount! out ; 
and, in approaching any place, we should not 
see the tops of towej^s and mountains before the 
lower parts of them* 

The earth, then, must be a globe ; but it is not 
exactly and strictly spherical, for it is a little more 
raised under the line, and flatter towards the poles, 
nearly resemblmg an orange. 

But that deriation from a circular form is very 
inconsiderable, at the most only thirty -five miles^t 
which is scarcely perceptible in a globe whose 
circumference is twenty-five thousand miles ; and 
and the difmiieter seven thousand nine hundred 
and fifty -seven. 

There will be no doubt of the form of the earth 
being nearly spherical, if we consider, that, in the 
eclipses of the moon, the sihadow which the earth 
casts on that planet is always round. 

Besides, if the earth were not round, how could 
they have circumnavigated it, or how should the 
stars rise and set sooner in the eastern than in the 
western countries. Here again, is the wisdom of 
the Creator manifest. 

The form he has given to the earth is the most 
proper and convenient for a world like ours, and 
for its inhabitants. Light and heat, so necessary 
for the preservation of creatures, are by this 
means, equally and uniformly distributed over the 
whole earth. Fro»n thence, also, proceed the 
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daily and annual returns of night and daj, heat 
and cold, &c. 

The water ig equally distributed over the globe,, 
and the salutary use of the winds is felt In every 
part of the earth. We should be deprived of all 
these advantages, if our earth had any other form- 
In some countries it would be aparadise^in others 
a chaos ; one part of it would be swallowed up in 
water, the other burnt up by the heat of the sup* 

la certain countries they ^would be exposed ' to 

furious tempests, which would destroy every 

thing, while they would be stifled in other placed 

i by the wantof air^ the current of which would be 

nearly stopped. 

One part of the earth would enjoy the benign 
influence of the sun, while the other would be 
frozen with cold. What pride and ignorance 
we should betray, if we did not acknowledge 
in this, the hand of. an almighty and benevolent 
Creator ! Should we deserve to inhabit a world, 
where all is so wisely ordained, if, like the brutes, 
we were insensible to this admirable plan, and the 
the numberless blessings which accrue from U ? 
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Of the Camel, 

ANOTHER native of the East-Indies is the 
camel, one of the most serviceable creatures in 
the world. He kneels down to receive his.bur- 
deuEt, and when he has his accustomed load, gets 
upon his feet again ; but if he feels himself over- 
burdened, he will not rise, but cry till part of it is 
taken ,off.. ^ 
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One of them will carry ten or twelve hundred 
weight, forty miles a day, for thirty or forty days 
together. They have no teeth in the upper jaw. 
They will travel forty hours without either meat 
or drink, and nine days without drink : they 
have two stomachs admirably contrived for this 
purpose. The person who dissected one at Pa- 
ris, foond in his second stomach several square 
holes, which were the mouths of about twenty 
cavities, like bags, placed between the two mem- 
branes, which compose the substance of the 
stomach. 

In these receivers, he has enough w^ter to 
serve him for so many days. The huijch on hfer 
bi^ck is not flesh, much less bone, butinere hair; 
for when this is pressed close down,jife is no more 
htincfa-backed than a swine. ^^ 

They subsist on very little, which enables them 
to travel through those vast and barren deserts. 
How wise is he who caused these to be natives 
of those countries, where such creatures are ab- 
solutely necessary ! A farther instance of this is, 
that the African camel, which has still greater and 
more rough journeys to take, is larger and strong- 
er, and capable of carrying heavier burdens than 
those of Asia. 

Another wonderful property in camels is, that 
of foreseeing the poisonous wind^, which kill in 
a moment. A little before these come, they run 
together and cry, and hide their noses in the earth ; 
and as soon as they are past, they lift up their 
heads and continue their journey. 

9* 
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The two Brothers^ 

AMONG the BumeFoas adventurers who went 
lo South America io pursuit of gold and silver, 
was a Spaniard^ whose name wa» Piaarro, and 
who, like others, was anxious to try his fortttse. 

As he hstd a great affection for his elder bro- 
ther, be coaimunicated to him his design, and 
earnestly entreated him to go along with him^ 
promi^ii^ to give him an equal' share of what- 
ever toe expedition should produce. 

His nother, whose name was Alonzo, was a 
man of gckd understanding and easy temper* He 
did not mii^^like the proposed expedition, and 
endeavour^^BD persuade Pizarro iiy abandon it, 
representingRlrhim the certain dangers he would 
have toeocoiuiter, and the great uncertainty of 
aucce^s. 

However, p^ceiving that all arguments were 
in vain, he consented to accompany him, declar- 
ing, at the same time, that he wanted no part of the 
riches he might procure, and only asked to have 
a few servants and his baggage taken on board the 
ahip with him« 

Pizarro then disposed of all his effects, pnr- 
4chased a vessel, and embarked with several other 
adventures, who had no doubt of making ko- 
mense fortunes. 

Aloiizo, on the other hand, took with him only 
a few ploughs, harrows, and other implements of 
husbandry ; together with some corn, and seeds 
of different sorts of vegetables. 

Though this conduct appeared very strange \(s 
Pizarro, yet he took no notice of it to his brother, 
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wiahiiig to avoid the least appearance of alterca- 
tion. 

A prosperous gale wafted them across the At- 
lanticy whea they put into the last port thej in* 
tended to stop at, till they should reach the land 
of gold and saver. 

Here Pizarro purchased several more imple- 
ments, used in digging for, melting and refining, 
the gold he doubted not of finding, and also pro- 
cured more labourers to assist him in the work. 
On the other hand, Alonzo purchased only a 
few sheep, and four stout o2:en, properly harness- 
ed for ploughing. 

From hence they set sail, and arrived safe at 
their destined port. Alonzo then acquainted bis 
brother, that as his intentions were only to accom- 
pany and assist him in the voyage, he should 
stay near the borders of the sea ^I'th his servants 
and cattle, while he traversed the country in search 
of gold ; and as soon as he had procured as much 
as he wanted, ha should be ready to accompany 
him back to Spain, whenever he should return te 
the coast. 

. Pizarro set out immediately, and though be 
said nothing to his brother, he could not help ex- 
pressing his contempt of him to his companions. 
<' I have always been accustomed," said he to his 
followers, " to consider my brother as a man- of 
sense ; but now 1 perceive my mistake. 

" He intends to amuse himself with his sheep 
and oxen, as if he were actually on his own farm in 
Spain. We, however, know better than to waste 
our time in that manner. We, in a short time, 
•hall enrich ourselves for the rest of our lives.'* 
His speech was universally applauded, except- 
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ing by one Spaniard, - vfhoj as he marched mi, 
-shook his head, and told Pizarro, that he probably 
might not find his brother so great a fool as -he 
imagined. 

They continued then* journey into the country 
for several days, and met with numberless obsta- 
cles, such as being obliged to cross rivers, to as- 
cend craggy mountains, and penetrate almost im- 
pervious forests ; sometimes scorched with the in- 
tense heat of the sun, and then sOaked by the vio- 
lent rains that felL 

In spite of all difficulties, they pursued their 
search for gold, and luckily at last came to a 
place wh^e they found it in tolerable quantities* 
Success inspired them with courage, and they 
continued their labours on the spot till their pro* 
visions were ail expended. 

Though they gained gold, they suffered much 
from hunger, but contented themselves with living 
on such roots and berries as the earth spontane-* 
ously produced. Even this supply at last failed 
them, and after losing several of their company by 
famine and hardships, the rest with difficclty 
crawled back to the place where they had left 
Alonzo, carrying with them that pernicbus gold, 
for which they bad exposed themselves to the 
dangers of death in so many miserable shapes. 

In the mean time, Alonzo, who foresaw ail these 
disasters, was employing himself in a far more use- 
ful manner. His knowledge in husbandry point- 
ed oat to him a spot of considerable extent 
' and fruitful soil, which he ploughed up, by the 
assistance of his servants and the oxen he had 
brought with hi(m. 

He then coTtiraitted the diflferent seeds with 
which he had furnished himself, to the bosom of 
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the eartli« Every thing prospered beyond ei£* 
pectstion, and a plentiful harvest rewarded his^ 
IcmIs. His sheep also proved prolific. 

In the intervals of time, Alonzo and his ser- 
rants employed themselves in fishing ; and the 
fish they caught they dried and salted, having 
found salt upon the sea-shore. So that by this 
time, they had formed a tolerable magazine of pro- 
TisioDS. 

AloDZo received his brother Pizarro, on his re- 
turn, with the utmost respect, and inquired what 
success he had met with. 

Fizarro then informed him of the vast^^uantity 
of geld they had found, but that several of his 
comrades had perished, and that those who re- 
mained were in a starving condition* 

He immediately requested his brother to give 
him something to eat, as he had tasted no other 
food for two days, than the toots and barks of 
trees. 

To this request Alonzo very coolly replied, that 
his brother should remember, that on their depar- 
ture from Europe, they had agreed not to interfere 
with each other ; and that, as he had relinquished 
aH pretensions to the gold they might discover^ 
they could have no right to any part of the pro- 
duce of his labour. 

" If you think proper," added Alonzo, ** to ex- 
change some of your gold for provisions, I shall 
be ready to accommodate you." 

However unkind Pizarro thought this behaviour 
of his brother, he and his companions being in a 
starving condition, were obliged to submit, to his 
demands. Alonzo placed so high a value on his 
provisions, that he soon became master of all the 
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gold they had collected, merely to procure them 
articles of subsistence. 

Alonzo then proposed to his brother to embark 
for Enrope, as the vessel in which they had ar- 
rived at America was still in good condition, and 
the winds and weather favourable. 

Pizarro with a stern, haughty, and disdainful 
took, replied, that since he had stripped him of 
all the wealth he had acquired with such danger 
and fatigue, and treated him so unbrotherly, he 
might return without him. As to himself, he 
said he would remain upon that desert shore, and 
there end his life. Alonzo, instead of resenting 
this language, caught his brother in his arms, and 
thus addressed him : 

*• Is it possible, that my dear brother could be-, 
lieve that I meant to deprive him of the gold he 
had so dearly bought ? May all the gold in the 
universe perish, ralher than that I should treat 
you in such a manner ! I perceived your impetu- 
ous desire for riches, and I have taken this me- 
thod to draw you from your attachment to them. 

" My prudence and industry appeared to you 
chimerical, since you imagined that nothing could 
be wanting to him who possesses riches : but you 
hare now learned, that, but for my industry and 
foresight, all the gold you had found, would not 
have pre vented, you and your followers from 
starving. 

<* I am willing to flatter myself, that you will be 
wiser for the future ; and therefore, take back 
your gold, and make a proper use of it for the time 
to come." 

This unexpected generosity of Alonzo, filled 
Pizarro with astonishment and -gratitude, and he 
wasr for the first time, obliged to confess, that in- 



105 

(lustFj and prudence were preferable to gold. 
They then embarked for Europe, and, after an 
easy passage, arrived safe in Spain. 

Pizarro, during the voyage, often entreated his 
brother to accept of one half of the gold, which 
Alonzo invincibly refused, saying, that he who 
can raise what is sufficient for the supply of his 
natural wants, stands in no need of the assistance 
of gold. 



On Truth and Sincerity. 

TRUTH, in reality, has all the advantages of 
appearance, and many more. If the shew of any 
thing be good for aught, I am sure sincerity is 
better : for.why does.any man dissemble, or seem 
to be that which he is not, but because he thinks 
it good to have- such a quality as he pretends to i 
to counterfeit and dissemble, is to put on the ap- 
pearance of some real excellence. 

Now, the best way in the world, for a man to 
seem to be any thing, is really to be what he 
would wish tm be taken for. For it is many times 
as troublesome to make good the pretence of a 
good quality, as to have it; aiid if a man have it 
not, it is ten to one, but he is discovered to want 
it, and then all his labour and pains, that he might 
leem to have it, are lost. 

There is something unnatural in4)a]nting, which 
a skilful eye will easily discern from natural beau- 
ty and complexion. 
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It is difficult to personate ahd act a false pjart long, 
for where truth is not at the bottom, nature itiil 
always be endeavouring to return, and will* peep 
out and betray herself at one time or another. 

Therefore, if any person think it cbnvement to 
seem good, let such an one be soindeed, and then 
his goodness will appear to every 6ne*s satisfec- 
tion :(%o that, upon all accounts, sincerity is a part 
of true wisdom. 



Of the Hurricane. 

THE Cape of Good Hope, and many islands 
in the West-Indies, are famous for their hurricanes, 
and that extraordinary cloud which is said fapra- 
duce them. 

This cloud, which is the forerunner of an ap- 
proaching hurricane, appears, when first seen, like 
a small spot on the edge of the sea, and rs called 
by sailors the bull's eye, from being discernible at 
a vast distance, and appearing so minute. 

During the time of its approximation, a perfect 
calm reigns over sea and land : a hollow murmur 
is heard in the cavities of the mountains, and 
beasts and animalg, sensible of its approach, are 
seen running over the fields, seeking for shelter. 
The cloud gradually grows broader, and at length 
coming to the place where its fury is to fall, it fills 
the whole horizon ivith darkness. 

Nothing can be more terrible than its violence, 
w^hen it begins. The houses in those countries, 
which are made of timber, the better to resist its 
fury, bend to the blast like osiers, and again re- 
cover their rectitude. 
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. fllie SUB, which but a moment before blazed 
with mid-day splendor* is totally shut out, and a 
Oiidnight darkness prevails ; except that the air 
is incessantly illuminated with gleams of light- 
nii»g» by which one, might easily see to read. The 
raw falls at the same time in torrepts, and its de- 
scent has been likened to what pours from oar 
spouts^ eyen after a violent shower. 

The hurricanes are not less offensive to the 
sense erf smelling, also ; and never come without 
leavings most noisome stench behind thi^m* 

The first marinera who visited those regions, 
suffered greatly, and many were the wrecks which 
were made by those dangerous storms ; but at 
present they escape better, being made wise by 
experience. These awful winds abound, more or 
lesB> in all hot climates.. 



On the short duration of Snow. 

VfE see the instability of snow, and how sud- 
denly the heat of the sun, mild and damp air, or 
heavy rains, make it disappear. Every thing 
around us changes its appearance in a few hours ; 
and there scarce remains the least trace of that 
snow, which had covered the streets, villages, and 
fields. 

& not this sudden revolution calculated to make 
us reflect on the uncertainty and vanity of all 
earthly good ? Undoubtedly, it is not without de- 
sigiH that nature presents, ua with such images 
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of the frailtjrjBf worldly things* In every «easoiiy 
in every variation that their return occasioiis, nv- 
ture telb us, with a strong and persua^iv€ voice, 
this great truth, All is vanity. 

Let us look around us ; do we see any thing 
that is not frail and perishable ? How soon are we 
* deprived of the pleasures of the senses ! They dis- 
appear when we have scarce begun to enjoy th^m. 
We are often at sun-rise cheerful and contented : 
and before it sets, w^ are plunged into sorrow and 
distress. 

Has not every body experienced, in the course 
of his life, how uncertain and transient the en^ 
joyments here are ? The riches of which we are 
so proud, make themselves wings and fly away, 
like an eagle, from the possessor, when he flatter* 
ed himself most with a peaceable and uninterrupt* 
ed enjoyment of them. 

The step from the greatest opulence to want 
and misery, is often as sudden as the coming of a 
thaw after the severest cold. Even our life and 
health are often as transitory as all other sublu- 
nary things. 

It is too true, however, that reflections of this 
kind seldom occur to us, while we are in pos- 
session of earthly enjoyments. We are like those 
who, in a fine winter's morn, venture to go abroad, 
and set out without thinking of the sudden changes 
of weather, so frequent at that season. 

Wh^n fortune smiles upon us, and we are in the 
midst of joy and pleasure, we think we have notk- 
ing to fear ; and we do not consider how sudden- 
ly the happiest situation may be changed into mis- 
ery. 

And supposing we have not hitherto made this 
sad experience : a time will coase, when we shall 
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•be ccfDviotedf bj ourselves , of the nothingness 
and frailtj of everj thing here« 

To those who are at present in the spring or 
summer of life, winter will soon come ; and thej 
will then experience how transient those enjpy* 
meirts are, on which they had depended with so 
much confidence. They will learn, that all earth- 
ly pleasures are like snow, which dazzles the eye 
indeed, but soon melts, and is no more« 

Snow-affords us another very important reflec- 
tion. It reminds us of our weakness and want of 
Bower. What could all the industry, and all the 
force of men do, were they to undertake to re- 
move the ice and snow from the ground^? 

God works this change with infinite ease. He 
bids the wind blow, and it thaws* He has but to 
speak the word^ and our troubles cease. 



3%e Excellence and Necessity of Industry^ 

> 

DILIGENCE, industry, and proper improve- 
ment of time, are material duties of the young. 
To no purpose are they endowed with the best 
abilities, if t^oy want activity for exerting them. 

Unavailing, in this case, will be every direc- 
tion that can be given them, either for their tem- 
poral or spiritual welfare. In youth, the habits 
of industry are most easily acquired: in youth, the 
incentives to it are strongest, from desire and 
J5rom duty, from hope, and from all the prospects 
which the beginning of life affords. 
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If, dead to all these calls, thou nfiouldst already 
begin to languish in slothful eaUe and inaction, 
what will be able to induce thee in the more slug- 
gish current of advancing years ? Industry is not 
only an instrument for improyement, but a founda- 
tion of much satisfaction. 

Nothing is more contrary to the true enjoy- 
ment of life, than the relaxed and feeble state of 
an indolent mind. He who is a stranger to in- 
dustry, may possess, but he cannot enjoy ; for it 
is labour only which gives a relish to the t^ing^ 
of this life. 

It was a natural and proper appointment for 
man, * Thou shalt get thy bread by the sweat of 
thy brow.' It is the necessary condition of our 
possessing^ a sound mind in a sound body. Sloth 
is so inconsistent with both, that it is hard to de- 
termine whether it be a greater foe to virtue, or to 
health of body. 

Inactive as it is in itself, its effects are fatally 
powerful. Though it appear a slowly-flowing 
stream, yet it undermines all that is stable and 
'£R>urishingi It not only salps the foundation ,of 
every active virtue, but pours upon us a deliige 
of evils, and, too often, shameful crimes. 

It is like water which putrefies by stagnation, 
and then sends up hurtful vapours, and fills the 
air with death. Fly, therefore, from"^ idleness, as 
the certain parent both of guilt and of ruin. 
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Of the Ichneumon. 

. 7HIS is an animal of a very peculiar sort. It 
IS of the weasel kind y with a longer and narrower 
bodj than a cat, something approaching to the 
shape and colour of a badger. Its nose is black 
and sharp, like that of a ferret. 

Its legs are short, and each of its feet has five 
toes. Its tail is very long, and its teeth and 
tongue much like those of the cat. It is a yery 
cleanly animal, very brisk and nimble, and pos- 
sessed of great courage. It will combat a dog, 
and destroy a cat by three bites on its throat. 

But it is quite inoffensive to mankind, and is 
kept tame in Egypt, running about their houses, 
destroying all vermin, and playing tricks like 
epaniels. When wild, he cannot overtake any 
nimble animal, but he makes this up by industry- 

His legs being short, he is not much seen ; but 
he has a way of concealing himself yet more, by 
crawling with his belly close to the ground, which 
he does all day long. But on the least noise, (for 
his nearing is exceedingly quick) be starts up 
erect on his hind legs. 

If the noise be made by any reptile, bird, or 
small bea^t, he observes whereabouts it is, then 
places his nose directly in a line with it, and 
begins to move towards it. 

He is silent and slow, but constant in his ap- 
proach, often stopffing to hear or to look forward, 
and know exactly where his object is ; when he 
has approached within about five feet, he stops, 
and having taken good aim, he springs directly 
from the place on his prey. 

10* 
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Thus he deals with birds and. beasts* But to 
serpents he gives chase» and to avoid their bite, 
always seizes them by the neck. 

Gesner tells us, that the Ichneumon is not only 
an enemy to serpents themselves, but to their 
eggs also, which he hunts after, and destroys, 
though he does not feed upon them. 

How merciful is our great Creator ! See this ant* 
mal given to countries where those terrible rep- 
tiles abound t In all likelihood, they would other- 
wise be uninhabitable. 



2%e Force of Custom* 

IT is both a true and a common saying, that 
^ custom is a second nature/ It is able, indeed, 
to form a man anew, and give him inclinations and 
capacities altogether different from those he was 
born with. 

Doctor Plot, in his History of Staffordshire, 
tells us of an idiot, who happened to live within 
the sound of a clock, and always amused himself 
with counting the hour of the day, whenever Jthe 
clock struck. / . 

The clock being spoiled by some accident, the 
idiot continued to strike and count the hour witfa«- 
out the help of it^ jn the same manner as when it 
was entire. 

Though I dare not vouch for the truth af this 
story, it IS very certain, that custom has a mechaai* 
cal effect upon the body, at the same time that 
it has a very extraordinary ii^eaoe onthemiad. 



113 

Custom makes every thing pleasant to us. Sir 
Francis Bacon observes, in his Natural Philoso* 
phy, that our taste is sever better pleased, than 
with those things which were at first unpalatable. 

He gives particular instances of claret, coffee, 
and other liquors, which the palate seldom ap-^ 
proves on the first taste ; but when it has onc^ 
got a relish of them, it generally retains it for Jife. 

The mind is constituted after the same manner; 
smd,' after having habituated itself to any particu* 
lar exercise or employment, not only loses its first 
aversion to it, but conceives a certain fondness 
and afiection for it. 

I would therefore recommend to every one that 
admirable precept which Pythagoras is said to 
have given to his disciples : ** Pitch upon that 
course of life which is the most excellent, and 
custom will render it the most delightful.'' Men 
whose ckcumstances will permit- them to choose 
their own way of life, are inexcusable, if they do 
not pursue that which their judgment tells them 
is the most laudable. 

Since custom is a second nature, we roust gain 
habits of virtue in this life, if we would enjoy the 
pleasures of the next. The state of bliss we call 
heaven ^wilt not be Capable of affecting those 
minds which are not thus qualified for it. 

We must, in this world, get a relish for truth 
and virtue, if we would wish to taste that knowl- 
edge and perfection which are to make us happy 
in the next. 

The seeds of those joys and pleasures, which 
are to rise up and flourish in the sou) to all eter- 
Bity, must be planted during the present state of 
probation* In short, heaven is the natural effect 
of a religious life as well as the reward of it. 
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Of the Tides. 

THE motion of this great element effectuallj 
destroys a great number of the viler sort of crea- 
tures. Its currents and its tides produce contin- 
ual agitations, the shock of which they are not 
able to endure ; the parts of the fluid rub against 
each other, and destroy all bad humours ; and 
the ocean, if I may so speak, acijuires health by 
exercise. 

The most obvious, and the most generally ac- 
knowledged motion, is that of its tides. This 
element is observed to flow, for certain hours, 
from south to north ; in which flux or motion, 
which lasts about, six hours, the sea gradually 
swells ; so that, entering the mouths of rivers, it 
drives back the river waters to their heads. 

After a continual flow of six hours, the sea 
^seems to rest for a quarter of an hour, and then 
begins to ebb, or retire back again, from north to 
south, foe six hours more ; in which time, the wa-' 
ters sinking, the rivers resume their natural course. 

After a seeming pause for a quarter of an hour, 
the sea again begins to flow as before : and thus 
it has alternately risen and fallen twice a day, 
since the first time it was formed. This amazing 
appearance did not fail to excite the curiosity, as 
it did the wonder, of the ancients. 

^After some wild conjectures of the earliest sages, 
it became well . known about the time of Pliny, 
that the tides were under the influence, in a smaH 
degree, of the Bun ; but in a much greater, of 
the moon. 
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TIioQgh others hare endeavoured, with tolert* 
ble suGcesSy to explain thh wonderful fact ; jet it 
never was precisely described before the famous 
Newton, that we know of. 

Thus, as well as governing the day and the 
nighi according to the divine appointment, these 
two great lights serve other grand purposes, par- 
ticularly the latter luminary, in the motion rf flie 
sea, that great watery world. 



Use if Vegetables. 



WHEN I consider the great oumber and va- 
riety of vegetables, I discover in this circum* 
stance, as in every thing else, the beneficent views 
of my Creator. 

What, indeed, could he propose by covering 
tfae'earth with so many different herbs,- plants, 
and fruits, but the advantage and happiness of 
his creatures? They already reckon above thir- 
ty thousand species of plants, and new diseoveries 
are continually increasing the number. 

Their increase is almost infinite. For esc- 
ample, who would not be astonished, that a 
grain of wheat should produce two thousand 
others, and that a single seedofpoppy should mul- 
tiply to such a degree, that in two or three years, 
a whole field might be sowed with it. 

Can we suppose that God had not the advan- 
tage of his creatures in view, when he ordained 
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this prodigious inerease of plants ? There can re*> 
main no doubt of the Creator's intention, if we 
consider the use made of vegetables from the re« 
motest times. 

Do not plants and fruits furnish us every daj 
with the most wholesome and nourishing food ? Do 
we not mostly owe our clothes, houses and furni* 
ture to the vegetable world ? 

There is no part of plants that has not its use. 
The roots furnish medicaments : they serve for 
food and fuel, to make pitch, dyes, and ^1 sorts 
of utensils* Of wood, they make coal, buildings, 
fires, medicines, paper» dyes, and a vast number 
of instruments. 

The bark even has its utility in medicine, in 
tanning, &c. The ashes serve to manure and 
improve the ground, to bleach cloth, to make salt- 
petre, and tbey make use of potashes in dying. 

They make use of turpentine in medicine ; hard 
rosin to varnish, to solder. Flowers please and 
delight, both by their colour and smell. They 
serve as medicine, and are particularly useful in 
furnishing bees with wax and honey. 

The fruits which ripen by degrees, serve for 
our food, and are eaten either raw, baked, dried, 
or preserved. But vegetables are not for the Use 
df man alone. They are of still greater use t» 
animals, most of which have no other food. 

The reason there are so many fields, s^ .so 
great variety of herbs and plants, is, that all ^e 
different animals may find their proper food. Who 
can reckon all the blessings the vegetable world 
affords us ? 
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An Evening Contemplation. 



B£INO yesterday, about sun-set, waikiag iu 
the open fields, till the night iaaensibly fell upoa 
me, I at first amused rajself with all the richness 
and variety of colours, which appeared in the 
western partsof the firmament: in proportion as 
they faded and went out, several stars and planets 
arose, one after another, till the whole expanse 
was in a glow. 

The blueuess of the ether was exceedingfy 
heightened and enlivened by the season of the 
year, and by the rays of all those luminaries that 
passed through it. That space called the milky 
way, appeared in its most beautiful white.^ 

To complete the scene, the full moon rose at 
lengthi^ in clouded majesty, and opened to the eye 
a new picture of nature, which was more finely 
shaded, pmd disposed among softer lights, than 
that which the sun had before discoTered in the 
day. 

As I was thus surveying the moon, walking in 
her brightness, and taking her progress among the 
constellations, a thought arose in me, which I be- 
lieve very oiien has disturbed men of very serious 
and contemplative minds. 

We find Da^d himself had fallen into it, by 
that rdlection, *' When I consider the heavens, 
the work of thy hands, the moon and the stars 
which thou hast ordained ; what is man that thou 
art mindful of him, and the sonrof man that thoo 
regardest him V* 
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From these and such like reflections, I conid 
not but look upon myself a» a very insignificant 
creatur^, in the immensity of the works of God ; 
with great cause of belief and astonishment that I 
was also the object of his general and especial 
providence. 



Of the Bottom of the Sea. 



THOUGH the bottom of the ocean is, in some 
places, a plain, in some very hoUow, like a vaUey, 
in others variegated with hill and dale, aa on land; 
yet some parts are very frightful^ as appears from 
the following account. 

It is told by Kircher, that in the time of Fre* 
derick, king of Sicily, there lived a celebrated 
diver, whose name was Nicolas, and who, from 
bis amazing dkill in swimming, and perteveiance 
under water, was surnamed the Fish* 

The curiosity of this king had been long excit' 
ed, by the accounts he had heard of the bottom 
of the gulf of Charybdis ; and he conceived 
that it would be a proper c^pportuntty ta have 
more certain information, by getting Nicefan to 
take a view of it. 

He therefore commanded our poor diver to ex* 
amine the bottom of this dmigerooi whirlpool ; 
and, as an incitement to bis obedience^ he er« 
dered a golden citp to be flung into it* 

Nicolas, though not insensll^e of 'the dai^er, 
yet influenced by various motives, sooB^iinqped 
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iHlto the gulfi and was instantlj awaliowed up in its 
bosom. 

He continaed three quarters of an hour under 
water ; during which time, the king and his at- 
tendants remained on the shore, anxious to see 
what would become of him ; ^i^en, to their great 
surprise, he appeared buffeting upon the surface, 
holding the cup in triumph in one hand, and mak* 
ing his way good among the waves with the other. 
It may be supposed, he was received with great 
applause, upon his arrival on shore ; the cup was 
made the reward of his adventure : the king or* 
dered him to be taken proper care of, and as he 
was weary and overcome by his labour, after a 
hearty meal, he was put to bed, and permitted to 
refresh himself further by sleep. 

Having been restored to his usual vigour, he was 
brought to the king, to give a narrative of the won- 
ders he had seen ; and after observing, he would 
never have obeyed the king's command, if he 
had known half the danger, his account was to 
the following effect. 

There were four things, he said, that rendered 
the gulf terrible, not only to men, but to the fishes 
themselves : first, the force of^ the waters burst- 
ing up from the bottom, which requires great 
strength to resist : secondly, the abruptness of the 
jocksy that on every side threatened sudden ruin : 
thirdly, the force of the whirlpool dashing against 
the rocks : and fourthly, the number dnd mag- 
nitude of polypus fish, some of which appeared as 
large as a man, and which every where sticking 
against the rocks, projected their fibrous arms to 
entangle him. 

Being asked how. he was able, so readily, 
find the cup, he replied, that it happened to be 

11 
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Uirown bj the waves into the cavitj of a rocki 
against which he himself was forced in his de- 
scent. 

This account^ however, did not satisfy the 
ling's curiosity^ Being requested to venture 
once more into the gulf for further discoveries, he 
at first refused : but the king being desirous of 
having the most exact information possible of all 
things to be found in the gulf, repeated his solici* 
tations, and to give them still greater weight, pro- 
duced a larger cup than the other, and added also 
.a purse of gold. 

Upon these considerations, the unhappy NU 
.colas once more plunged into the whirlpool, and 
,was never heard of more. 

The above not only sets forth the dreadful ap- 
pearance of the bottom of the sea, but serves as a 
lesson of virtue, to repress our presumption and 
.thirst after gold. 



The Change of Seasons. 

IN the warmest climates as well as in the cold- 
est, there are but two seasons of the year really 
different. The coldest countries have summer 
about four months, during which the heat is very 
great, occasioned by the length of the days. 

Their winter lasts eight months. Spring and 
autumn are scarcely perceptible there ; because, 
in a very few days, an extreme heat succeeds an 
extreme cold ; and, on the contrary, the great 
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heats are immediatelj followedf bj the most se- 
vere cold. 

The hottest countries have a dry and burn* 
ing season for seven or eight month?. Afterwards 
comes rain, which lasts four or five months ; and 
this rainy season makes the difference between 
the summer and winter. 

It is only in temperate climates that there are 
four seasons really difierent in the year. The 
Bummer heats gradually, decrease ; so that the 
autumnal fruits have time to ripen by degrees,, 
without being hurt by the cold of winter. 

In the same manner, in spring, the plants have 
time to shoot, and grow insensibly, without being 
destroyed by late frosts, or too much hastened by 
early heats. In Europe, these four seasons are 
most perceptible : and particularly in Italy, and 
in the south of France. 

If the melted snow and rain remained on the 
ground without evaporating, the water would an- 
nually rise to the height of a foot and three quar- 
ters in most countries. This change of seasons 
deserves our admiration. 

It cannot be attributed to chance; for in for-^ 
tuitous events there can neither be order nor con- 
stancy. Now, in every country throughout the 
world, the seasons succeed each other with the 
same regularity as the nights and days, and 
change the appearance of the earth, nearly at the 
usual time. 

We see it successively adorned, sometimes 
with herbs and leaves, sometimes with flowers, 
sometimes with fruit. Afterwards it is stripped 
of all its ornaments, till spring returns. 

Spring, summer, and autumn, provide food for 
D:ien and animals, in giving them abundance of 



122 

fruits. And though nature appears dead in win- 
ter, that season is not without its blessings ; for it 
moistens and fertilizes the earth, and by that pre- 
paration makes it fit to produce its plants and 
fruits in due season. 

As the seasons succeed in nature, so do they 
in the course of our lives ; but with this differ- 
ence, that those which are past never return. 



Of the Chimpanzti SCc. 

THE Chimpanze is an animal found in Angola, 
in Africa. It nearly approaches the human 
figure ; but it is of a fierce disposition, and remark- 
ably mischievous. 

In the year 1738, one of these creatures was 
brought to England. It was about twenty months 
old. It walked erect, was not hairy on all parts 
of the body, like those of the monkey species, and 
was of a strong muscular make. 

It would eat any coarse food, but was very fond 
of tea, which it drank out of a cup, with milk and 
sugar, as people in England do. It slept in the 
manner of the human species, and its voice re- 
sembled ours when we speak hastily, but without 
distinct or articulate sounds. 

The female generally grows to about five feet 
high : the males larger, are very bold, and will 
fight a man, though he is armed. 

There is a great variety of the monkey kind. 
There is a remarkable sort in the West^Indies, 
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of the size of a fox. Its face is raised high^ tin 
eyes black and shining, and its ears small and 
round. 

Its hairs are so nicelj disposed all oyer the 
body, that it appears perfectly smooth ; and are 
much longer under the chin, so that they form 
^ a kind of beard there. These are found in great 
numbers in the woods, and make a loud and fright- 
ful noise. But it is very common for one only to 
make a noise, atid the rest to form a mute assem* 
biy round him. 

Marcgrave says, ** I have frequently seen great 
numbers of tl^m meeting ' about noon, at which 
time they formed a circle, and one placing him- 
self above the rest, began (o make a loud noise; 

" Wbeti he had thus proceeded by himself for 
some time, the rest all remaining silent, he lifted 
up his hand, and they all immediately joined in a 
sort of chorus. 

" This intolerable yell continued, till the same 
monkey who gave the signal for their beginning, 
lifted up his hand a second time : on this they 
were all silent again, and so finished the business 
of the assembly-" 



Of Whirlpools. ^ 

THE number of currents at sea arc impossible 
to be recounted, nor indeed are they always 
known I'uew ones are daily produced by a variety 
©f causes, and as quickly disappear. When a 
fceular curreifct is opposed by another in a narr 



124 

Fow strait) or where the bottom of the tern nr un- 
even, a whirlpool is often formed. 

These were formerly considered as the formi- 
dable obstructions to navigation, and the ancient 
?oets and historians speak of them with terror. 
^hey are described as swallowing up ships, and 
dashing them against the rocks at the bottom : 
imagination helping with her invention, to paint 
them more dreadful. 

But it is certain, that some of these whirlpools 
are very dangerous, where the tides are strong 
and the tempests fierce. To mention only one, 
called the Maelstroom, upon the coast of Nor- 
way, which is considered as the most dreadful 
and devouring in the world. 

The name it has received from the natives, 
signifies the naval of the sea, since they suppose 
that a great share of the water of the sea is suck- 
ed up and discharged by this whirlpool. 

A particular description of the internal parts 
is not to be expected, since none who unhappiljr 
got in there, returned back to give information. 

The body of the waters that form this whirl- 
pool^ are extended in a circle above thirteen 
miles in circumference. In the midst of this 
stands a rock, against which the tide, in its ebb, is 
dashed with inconceivable fury. At this time, it 
instantly swallows up every thing that comes with- 
in its power ; frees, timber, and shipping. 

No skill in the mariner, nor strength in row- 
ing can work an escape ; the sailor at the helna, 
or guide of the vessel, finds her go, at first, in a 
current opposite to his intentions ; his vessel's 
motion, , though slow in the beginning, becomes 
every moment more rapid ; it goes round in cir- 
cles still narjFOwer and narrower^ till at last it is 
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dashed agaioBt^heroeks, and instantly dnappear»s> 
nor is it seen again for six hours, till the tide floW" 
ingy it i9 yoinited forth with the same violence 
with which it was drawn in. 

The noise of this dreadful whirlpool, still far* 
ther contributes to increase its terror, which, with 
the dashing of the waters, and the dreadful valley^ 
if it may be so called, caused by their circulation, 
makes 9ne of the most terrible objects in nature. 



The Wisdom of Early Piety. 



AS soon as we are capable of reflection, we 
must perceive, that there is a right and wrong in 
human actions. We see, that those who are born 
with the same worldly advantages, are not all 
equally happy, or even prosperous in the course 
of life. 

While some of them, by wise and steady con- 
duct, attain distinction among the virtuous of man- 
kind, and pass their days with comfort and- res- 
pect ; others of the same rank, by mean and vi- 
cious behaviour, forfeit the advantage of their 
birth, plunge themselves into much misery, and 
end in being a disgrace to their Jri^ds and a bur* 
den on society. 

Early, then, We may learn, that it is not on the 
outward condition in which- w^^fipd ourselves 
placed^ but on the part which we are to act,, that 
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our welfare or uDhappinesB» our reject among, 
laeo, or infamy depends. 

NoWf when in the beginning of life, what caa 
be of greater moment, than to regulate pur con- 
duct with the most serious attention, before we 
have yet committed any shameful and irretrieya- 
ble errors ? 

If, instead of cultivating the mind for this valua- 
ble purpose, we deliver ourselves up, at so pre- 
carious a time, to sloth and pleasure ; if we refuse 
to listen to any counsellor but humour, or to attend 
to aj>y pursuit, but that of amusement ; if we al- 
low ourselves to float loosely and carelesly on the 
tide of life, ready to receive any direction which 
the current of fashion may happen to give us ; 
what can we expect to follow from such a begins 
Bing ? ' , 

While so many aground us are undergoing the 
aad consequence of such indiscretion, for what 
reason shall not these consequences extend to us ? 
Shall happiness grow up to us of its own accord, 
and solicit our acceptance, when, to the rest 
of mankind, it is the fruit of long cultivation^ 
and the acquisition of labour and care i 

O then, let us remember our Creator in the 
days of our youth, being fully assured, that no 
good cau be done, which does not proceed from 
his gracious self ; yet,, seeing that without we ex- 
ert our minds and hearts towards him, which m. 
scripture is called occupying the, talent, we shall 
not partake of his goodness ; let us in the inward 
name of his Son^ be faithful and given up to 
serve him : so shall we not only iuRure to ourselves ^ 
what happiness is best for us in this life, but full 
peUee and glory in that which is to OQm«« 
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" T%e Shipwreck. 

SPITZBEROEN is a far northern country, 
which is perpetually covered with ice and snow, 
owing to the severity of the weather. 

The soil is hardly capable of producing any 
vegetable, and only a few animals are found in 
the country. The island is, a great part of the 
year, in perpetual darkness, and is at that time 
inaccessible to ships. 

Though it is impossible to form to the mind a 
more dreary country, and where human life must 
be supported .with the greatest difficulty ; yet, in 
spite of all these obstacles, four men struggled 
with them six years, and three of them returned 
safe to their own country. 

The northern seas, owing to the excessive cold 
of the climate, are frequently so full of ice, as to 
render it exceedingly hazardous to ships, which 
are thereby exposed to the danger of being crush- 
ed between two immense bodies of ice, or of be- 
ing so completely surrounded, as to deprive them 
of every power of moving from the spot. 

In this latter alarming situation were the crew 
of a Russian ship. A council was immediately 
held, when the mate rfientioned what he recol- 
lected to have heard, that a ship's crew from 
Mesen, some time before, had formed a resolu* 
tion of passing the winter upon this island, and 
for that purpose had carried timber proper for 
huilding a hut at a little distance from the shore. 

This information led the whole Company to 
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sform the resolution of wintering there, should the 
hut be fortunately remaining. 

They were induced to adopt this measure, 
from the certainty of perishing, should they re- 
main in the ship. They therefore deputized four 
of their crew to go fn search of the hut, and make 
what further discoveries they could. These were 
Alexis Himkof the niate, IwamHimkof his grand- 
son, Stephen Scharossof, and Peodor Weregin. 

As no human creature inhabited the shore on 
which they were to land, it was absolutely neces- 
sary for them to cajry some provisions with them 
for their supports 

They had to make their way, for nearly two 
miles, over loose heaps of ice, which the water 
had raised, and the wind had driven against each 
other ; and this made it equally difficult and dan*^ 
gerous. 

From this consideration, they avoided loading 
themselves too much with provisions, lest their 
weight might sink them between the pieces of iccy 
where they must inevitably perish. 

Having previously considered all these matters^ 
they provided themselves only with a musket and 
powder-horn, containing twelve charges of pow- 
der and ball, an ax, a small kettle, a bag with 
about twenty pounds of flour, a knife, a tinder- 
box and tinder, a bladder filled with tobacco, and 
every nian his wooden pipe. 

Thus poorly equipped, these four sailors reach- 
ed the island, little thinking what they were to 
endt^re while they remained on it. 

After exploring some small part of the country,, 
they discovered the hut they were in pursuit of, 
at the distance of abput an Bnligh mile and a halt 
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from the shore* Us length was thirtj-six feet^ 
and its height and breadth eighteen. 

It consisted of one room and a small ante-cham- 
ber, about twelve feet broad, having two doors, the 
one to exclude the outer air, and the other to form 
a communication with the inner room. 

This ^ntributed not a little fo keep the larger 
room warm, when it was once heated. They found t 
in the larger room an earthen stove, constructed 
in the Kussian manner. 

They rejoiced exceedingly at this discovery, 
though they found the hut had suffered very 
much from the severity of the weather, it having 
been built a considerable time. However, they 
contrived to make it supportable for that nigl^t. 

The next morning early they repaired to the 
shore, in order to acquaint their comrades with 
their success, and alscf to get from the vessel such 
provisions, ammunition, and other necessaries, as 
might in some measure enable them to struggle 
with the approaching winter. 

But what pen can properly describe the ter* 
rible situation of their minds, when, coming to the 
place at which they landed, they discovered no- 
thing but an open sea, clear of all ice, though but 
a day before, it had covered the ocean ! 

During the night, a violent storm had arisen, 
which had been the cause of this change of appear- 
ance in the ocean. Whether the ice, which had 
before surrounded the vessel,1ieing put into mo- 
tion by the violence of the winds and waves, had 
crushed the ship to pieces, or whether she had 
been cjtrried by the current into the main ocean, 
it was impossible for them to determine. 

However, they saw the ship no more, and as 
she was never afterwards heard of, it is most like- 
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ly that ahe went to the bottom^with trety peraou 
on board. 

This dreadful event deprived tbe poor nnhap^ 
P7 men of all hopes of ever again seeing their na- 
tive country* They returned to the hut, and 
there bewailed their deplorable, lot, more, per« 
haps, to be pitied, than those who were buried in 
the bosom of the deep. 

Their thoughts were, in course, first du*ected to 
procure subsistence, and to repair their hut. 
Their twelve charges of powder and shot soon 
procured them as manj rein-deer, of which there 
fortunately happened to be many on the island. 

They then set about repairing their, hut, and 
filled up all the crevices, through which the air 
{bund its way, with the moss that grew there in 
plenty. As it was impossible to live iu that cli- 
mate without fire, and as no wood grew upon the 
island, they were much alarmed on that account. 

However, in their wanderings over the beach, 
they met with plenty of wood, which had been 
driven on shore by the waves. 

This principally consisted of the wrecks of 
ships ; but sometimes whole trees with their roots 
came on shore, the undoubted produce of some 
more hospitable clime, which were washed from 
their native soil by the overflowing of rivers, or 
some other accident. 

As soon as their powder and shot were exhaust- 
ed,' they began to be in dread of perishing* with 
hunger : but good fortune, and their own ingenui- 
ty, to which necessity always gives a spur, remov- 
ed these dreadful apprehensions. 

In the course of their traversing the beach, they 
one day discovered some boards, in which were 
large hooks and nails m abundance. 
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Bj tbe assistance of these they. made spears' 
and arrows, and from a yew-tree, which had been 
thrown on shore by the waves, they formed plenty 
of bows. 

With these weapons, during the time of their 
continuance on the island, they killed upwards of 
two hundred and fifty rein-deer, besides a great 
number of blue and white foxes. 

The flesh of these animals served them for 
food, and their skins were equally useful in sup- 
plying them with warm clothing. 
• The number of white bears they killed was 
only ten ; for these animals being very strong, 
defended themselves with great vigour and fury, 
and ev«n^ventured to make their appearance fre- 
quently at the door of their hut, from whence 
they were driven with some difficulty and danger* 

Thus, these three different sorts of animals were 
the only food of those miserable mariners, during 
their long and dreary abode on this island. 

The intenseness of the cold, and the want of 
conveniencies, rendered it impossible for them 
to cook their victuals properly, so that they 
were obliged to eat their provisions almost raw, 
and without bread or salt. There was but one 
stove tn the hut, and that being in. the Russian 
manner, was not suitable for boiling. 

However, to remedy this inconvenience as 
much as possible, they (fried some of their pro- 
visions during the summer in the open air, and 
then hung them up in the upper part of the hut, 
wh'cb being continually filled with smoke, they 
thus becalkie thoroughly dried. This they used 
instead ot* bread, which made them relish their 
h'vlf-boiled meal the better. 

They procured their water in summer from 
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the rivulets that fell from the rocks, and in the 
winter from snow and ice thawed. This was 
their onlj drink, and their smalt kettle was the 
only, convenience they had to make use of for this 
and many other purposes. 

As it was necessary to keep up a continual 
fire, they were particularly cautious not to let the 
light be extinguished ; for though they had both 
steel and flints, yet they had no tinder, and it 
would have been a terrible thing to be without 
light in a climate where darkness reigns so many 
months during winter. 

They therefore fashioned a kind of lamp, which 
they filled with rein-deer fat, and stuck into it 
some twisted linen, shaped in the form of a wick. 

After many trials, they at last brought their 
lamp to complete perfection, and kept it burning, 
without intermission, from the day they first made 
it, till they embarked for their native country. 

They also found themselves in want of shoefif, 
boots, and other necessary articles of dress, for 
all which they found wonderful resources in that 
genius, to which necessity gives birth. 

Having lived more than six years upon this 
dreary and inhospitable island, a ship happened 
to arrive there, which took three of them on 
board, and carried them back to their native 
country. 

The fourth man was seized with the scurvy^ 
and being naturally indotent, and not using pro- 
per exercise, he died, after lingering for some 
time, when his companions buried him in the 
snow. 
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Of the Lion. 

THE lion seldom attacks any animal' openlji 
except when compelled by extreme hunger ; ia 
that caae^ no danger deters him : but as most ani- 
mals endeavour to avoid him, he is obliged to 
have recourse to artifice, and take his prej bj 
surprise. 

For Ihis purpose, he couches on his bellj in 
some thicket, where he waits till his prey ap- 
proachea ; and then, with one prodigious spring, 
he leaps upon it at the distance of fifteen or 
twenty feet, and generally seizes it at the first 
bound. 

If be miss his object, he gives up the pursuit ; 
and turning back towards the place of his am- 
bush, he measures the ground step by step, and 
again iies in wait for another opportunity. 

The lurking place of the lion is generally chos- 
en near a spring, or by the side of a river ; where 
be frequently has an opportunity of catching such 
animals as cpme to quench their thirst. There 
are, however, instances where the lion deviates! 
from his usual method of taking his prey, of which 
the following, related by Sparrman, is remarkable. 

A Hottentot, perceiving that he was followed 
by a lion, and concluding, that the animal only 
waited the approach.of night to make him his 
prey, began to consider of the best method of 
providing for his safety, which he at length ef- 
fected in the following singular manner.: observ- 
ing a piece of broken ground, with a precipitate 
descent on one side» he sat down by the edge of 



it ; and found, to his great joy, that the lioa alng^ 
made a halt, and kept at the sam^ distance as be- 
fore. 

As soon as it grew dark, the Hottentot, sliding 
gently forward, let himself dcfwn a little below 
the edge of the hill, and held up his cloak and 
hat upon a stick, making at the same time a gen- 
tle motion with it ; the lion, in the mean while, 
eame creeping softly towards him like ^a cat, and 
mistaking the skin cloak for the man himself, 
made a spring, and fell headlong down the pre- 
cipice ; by which' tieans, the poor Hottentot was 
safely delivered from his insidious enemy. 
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Of the Pernicious Effects of Spirituous Lu 

quors. 

VEGETATION has united and incorporated 
in the grain, by means of air and. water, spirituous 
and earthy elements^ which, combined, form a 
sweet and nourishing substance : if this intimate 
junction is destroyed, or resolved by fermentation, 
the spirituous part is separated from the earthy, 
which is then deprived of its body, and is no 
longer a sweet nourishing substance. 

It produces a spirit,* which destroys like fire. 
Thus brandy and spirits are made. A few hun- 
dred years agO) brandy was not known among 
us. About a. thousand years ago, the destructive 
art of distilling spirits of wine from wine was 
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^fouad out; avcTit is three hundred Bince brand j. 
was first distilled from grain. 

In the beginningy^ itrwas considered as phjsic : 
it did not, however, gain any degree of general 
request till the close of the last century, or rather 
the last fifty years, that it has become an univer- 
sal beverage, to the great detriment of mankind. ' 
Our forefathers, in former times, who had no 
idea of brandy, were quite different from what we 
are ; they were much more healthy and strong- 
Brandy, whether drank by itself or at meals, 
cannot be converted into blood, flesh or bone ; 
consequently, it cannot give health or strength, 
nor does it promote digestion ; it only makes one 
unhealthy, stupid, lazy, and weak. It is ihere- 
fore a downright falsehood, that brandy,, as a 
common beverage, is useful, good, and neces- 
sary. 

Our forefathers lived without it ; and as expe- 
rience teaches us, that even the most moderate 
and most reasonable who give way to the custoo^ 
of using it, drink every day more and more brandy ; 
it is much better, in order to avoid temptation, to 
drink none at ail ; for, believe me, brandy deprives 
everybody, who addicts himself to the immoderate 
daily use of it, of health, reason, and virtue. 

It impels some to quit their houses and homes, 
.to abandon their wives and children, and entails on 
its wretched votaries misery and diseases, which 
may descend to the third and fourth generation. 

It has been observed in difierent countries, in 
England, Scotland, Sweden, North-America,.and 
Germany, that the evils which health, strength, 
reason, virtue, proBperity, domestic and matrimo- 
nial felicity, the education of chQdren, humanity,. 
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aud tke life of man had to encounter, were in pro- 
portion to the quantity of brandy consumed* , 

It was thia that induced an Indian in North 
A^msrica, of the name of Lackawanna, to say, that 
the brandy which had been introduced amongst 
the Indians by the English; tended to corrupt 
mankind and destroy humanity. ** They have 
given us (said he) brandy ! and who has given it 
lb thein, (Europeans) who else but an evil spirit?" 

Children and young persons who drink brandy 
or other spirituous liquors, become unhealthy^ 
crippled,^ stupid, rude, lazy, vicious, and deprav- 
ed, both as to mind and body. And the same 
effects may be produced by taking any other kind 
of spirituous liquors. 



Of the Rattte-Snake. 

THIS is a wonderful creature, when we toB- 
aider his form, nature, and disposition. It is cer- 
tain, that he is capable, by a puncture or scratch 
of one of his fangs, not only to kill the largest ani- 
mal in America, and that in a few minutes time, 
but to turn the whole body into corruption. 

But such is the nature of this dreadful reptile, 
that he cannot run or creep faster^ than a man or 
child can walk, and he is never known to strike 
until he is first assaulted, or fears himself in dan- 
ger ; and even then, always gives the ei^liest warn- 
ing by the rattles at the extremity ol^'etai|li.',.. 
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I hare, in the course of my trarels in the south- 
ern states (where they are the largest and most 
numerous, and supposed to be the most venomous 
and vindictive) stopped unfrnowinglj so close to 
one of them as ahnost to touch him with my foot, and 
wheQ I perceived him; he wa:s already drawn up 
in circular coils, ready for a blow. 

But, however incredible it may appear, the 
generous, I may say magnanimous creature, la^ 
as still and motionless as if inarfmate; his head 
crouched Tn^ his eyes almost shut. 

If yoii pursue and overtake him with a shew of 
enmity, he instantly throws himself into the spiral 
coil ; his tail, by the rapidity of its motion, ap- 
pears like a vapour, and makes a quick tremulous 
sound, his whole body swells through rage, con-* 
tiniially rising and falling as a bellows ; his beauti* 
ful party-coloured skin becomes speckled and 
rough by dilatation ; his head and neck are flat- 
tened, bis cheeks swollen, and hia lips constricted, 
discovering his mortal fangs; his eyes red as 
burning coals, and his brandishing forked tongue, 
of the colour of the hottest flame, continually 
menaces death and destruction, yet never strikes 
unless sur6 of his mark. 

The rattlesnake is the largest serpent yet 
known to exist in North- America. I have heard 
of their having been seen formerly, at the first 
settling of Georgia, seven, eight, and even ten 
feet in length, and six or eight inches in diameter; 
but there are none of that size now io be seen : 
yet I have seen them abave six feet in length, and 
above six inches in thickness, or as large as a 
man's leg, but their general size is four and five 
feet in length. 
They are supposed to have the power of fas- 
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ciBation in an eminent degree, so as to enfbral 
their prey. It is generally beKeved, that tfaej 
charm birds, rabbits, squirrels, and other asN 
inaU, and by stedfasfly looking at them, possess 
them with infatuation : be the cause what it may, 
the miserable creatures undoubtedly strive by 
every possible means to escape : but alas ! their 
endeavours are in vain, they at last lose the pow- 
tr, flutter or move slowly, but reluctantly, to- 
wards the yawning jaws of their devourer, and 
creep into their mouths, or lie down and suffer 
themselves to be taken and swallowed. 



Worthy of Imitation^ 

DURING the retreat of the famous King Al- 
fred, at Athelney in Somersetshire, after the de- 
feat of his forced by the Danes, the following cir- 
cumstance happened, which, while it convinces 
us of the extremities to which that great man was 
reduced, will give us a striking proof of his pious 
and benevolent disposition. 

A beggar came to his little castle there, and re- 
quested alncis ; when his queen informed him, that 
they had only one small loaf remaining, which was ^ 
insufficient for themselves, and their friends were 
gone abroad in quest of food, though with little 
hope of success. 

The king replied, « Give the poor Christian 
one half of the loaf. He that could feed five thou- 






aand men with five loayes and tw« fishes, can cer* 
tainly make thatiialf of the loaf suffice for our ne- 
cessities." 

Accordhigly, the poor man was relieved, and 
this noble act of charity soon recompensed by a 
providential store of fresh provisions, with which 
his people returned. 

Of all the singular virtues which united in the 
character of Gustavus Adolphus of Sweden, that 
which crowned the whole, was his exemplary 
piety to God. The following is related of him^ 
when he was in his camp before Werben. 

He had been alone in the cabinet of his pa- 
TiUion some hours together, and none of his at- 
tendants, at these seasons, durst interrupt him. 

At length, however, a favourite of his having 
some important matter to tell him, came softly 
to the door, and looking in, beheld the king very 
devoutly on his knees at prayer. Fearing to mo- 
lest him in that sacred exercise, he was about to 
turn his head, when the king spied him, and bid- 
ding him come in, said, 

" Thou wondereat to see me In this posture, 
since I have so many thousands of subjects to pray 
for me : but I tell thee, that no man has more 
need to pray for hiqnself, than hef, who being to 
render an account of his actions to none but God, 
is for that reason more closely assaulted by temp- 
tation than all other men." 
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Repentance. 



EUSEBIUS> in his history^ informs us, that St. 
John, during his ministration to the western 
churches, cast his eye upon a young man remarka- 
ble for the extent of his knowledge and the in- 
genuousness of his mind. 

The aged apostle thought that he had disco- 
yered in him an useful instrument for propa- 
gating Christianity : accordingly, he took par* 
ticular pains to convert him, and instruct him in 
the divine doctrines of his great master ; and that 
he might still be better acquainted with the sys- 
tem of Christianity, at his departure he recom- 
mended him to the care of a pious old father, who 
had some authority in the infant church. 

The youth continued awhile in the duties of 
his new profession, and attended with care to the 
instruction of his venerable tutor. 

But his former associates, when they found 
themselves deserted by him, were grieved at the 
success of the apostle, and exerted their utmost 
efforts to regain so useful and entertaining a com- 
panion. They succeeded in their attempts : the 
father w<as forsaken, and his pupil plunged deep 
into irregularity and vice. 

The apostle, after some time, returned to those 
parts : '< and where," said he with impatience to 
his aged friend, " where is my favourite youth ?** 
" Alas!" replied the good old man, with tears in 
his eyes, " he is fallen, irrecoverably fallen : he 
has forsaken the society of saints, and is now a 
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leader of a gang of robbefs in the neighbonring 
mountains." 

Upon hearing this unexpected and unpleasant 
account, the apostle forgot his sufferings and hii 
years, and hastened to the place of rendezvous, 
where, being seized by one of the band, he de* 
sired to speals with their captain. 

The captain being told that a strange pilgrim 
asked to be admitted to hini, ordered him to be 
brought before him: but when he beheld the 
venerable apostle, his hopes of amusement sunk, 
and were changed into shame and confusion ; and 
at his gentle reproof, the hardy leader of a band 
of robbers trembled before a poor and helpless 
old man. He quitted once more the society of 
wickedness, and lived and died in the iervice •# 
his Redeemer. 



There is nothing New under the Stin. 

IT is certain, that in respect to us, there bap* 
pens many new things upon earth. It is true» 
new flowers blow every season, and various fruits 
ripen. The scene of nature changes every year. 
Each day brings new events and new revolutions* 
The situations of objects change daily, or rather 
Ihey present themselves to our senses under differ- 
ent forms. But it is only relatively to our limited 
understandings and knowledge, that it can really 
lie said, there is any thbg new under the sun. 
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Nothing is more certain than the sajihg of Solo- 
mon, that '^ what has been will be, and what has 
been done will be done, and there, is nothing new 
under the sun." The Creator, whose wisdom is 
infinite, has not thought proper to multiplj beings 
unnecessarily* 

There are as many as our wants, our pleasure, 
or our curiosity require. We cannot even gain 
a superficial knowledge of all the works of our 
Creator, much less are we able to exhaust them* 
Our senses are not subtile enough to perceive, all 
that he has formed* 

Our understandings arc too weak to conceive 
a just and perfect idea of all created beings. We 
therefore sometimes imagine there are many new 
things under the sun ; for, as the whole creation 
is immense, and as we cannot take in all the parts 
of it at once, we fancy, that each point of view we 
see it in, for the first time, is new, because the 
Creator has, in every part of the world, made a 
wonderful variety and diversity. 

The world does not require a continued crea- 
tion to extend to infinity. — It is enough that the 
Being of beings should maintain the order he has 
established from the beginning. — He is an artist 
who requires but a small number of springs to 
vary the works he has produced ; and which are, 
however, so varied, and in so great a number, that 
though they succeed one another, and return with 
the greatest regularity, they appear to us ever 
new* ' 

Let us be content to enjoy with gratitude Ihe 
things he has created, without undertaking to 
sound the depths of them, or attempting to take 
in their vast extent. 

The impossibility t>f our reckoning all the works 
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df the creafioiiy is in some sort, the seal by which 
we maj conclude that the world is the work of a 
God : and it is, at the same time, a certain proof 
of the weakness of oar understandings. 

But have there not been discoveries made late- 
ly, which were formerly entirely unknown ? Do 
not all the kingdoms of nature now present phe« 
noffleua to us that we had no idea of formerly ? 
The most of these discoveries we owe less to our 
sagacity than to our wants. 

In proportion as these multiplied, new means 
were necessary to supply them, and Providence 
designed to furnish us with those. But the means 
existed before we discovered them. 

The minerals, plants, and animals, which we 
have lately learned to know, existed in the bosom 
of the earth, or on its surface, before the inquiries 
and labour of man had made them visible to u^. 

It is even certain, that many of the discoveries 
we boast the most of, were made by the ancients^ 
or at least partly discovered. Why then do we 
not see new kinds of animals, plants and stones ? 
It is because all has been planned by infinite wis- 
dom. 

All that he does is so perfect, that it does not 
require to be renewed or created again ; there is 
sufficient for our convenience and use. Nothing 
was made by chance, all events are linked to^ 
gether by him in one chain. The whole fabrick of 
the world is preserved by the providence of its 
Creator. 



13 



144 



Cf Volcanos. 



MINES and caverns reach but a very little 
way under the earth's surface, and therefore, we 
cannot 'know by them of the deep recesses of our 
globe. Without doubt, the wonders that are 
stijll unknown, surpass those that have been re- 
presented, as there are depths of thousands of 
miles which are hidden from our inquiry. 

The only tidings we have from these unfathoma- 
ble regions, are by means of volcanos, those burn- 
ing mountains, that seem to discharge their ma- 
terials from the lowest abysses of the earth. 

Out of their mouths, which are of a prodigiofis 
size, are thrown whole clouds of sinoke and ashes, 
torrents of .flame and sulphur, with rocks of 
an enormous size^ wnich are thrown to many 
miles distance ; so that the force or report of any 
human invention, is but as a breeze agitating a 
feather, or the rattling of a cart-wheel in com- 
parison. 

In the deluge of fire and melted matter, which 
runs down the sides of the mountain, whole cities 
are swallowed up and consumed. Nor is the dan- 
ger of these confined to eruptions only : but they 
frequently produce earthquakes through the 
whole region where the volcano is situated. 

These volcanos are found in all the four quarters 
of the globe. In Europe, there are three very | 
remarkable ones : Etna in Sicily, Vesuvius in 
Italy, and Hecla in Iceland. Etna has been a 
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Tolcano for ages immemorial. Its eruptions ajre 
very violent, and its discharge has been known to 
cover the earth sixty-eight feet deep. 

In the year 1537, an eruption of this mountain 
produced an earthquake through the whole island 
for twelve days, overturned many houses, and at 
last formed a new opening, which overwhelmed 
all within five leagues round. The cinders thrown 
up were driven even into Italy,* and its burninga 
were seen atMalta, at the distance of sixty leagues. 

It is very difficult to get to examine this dread- 
ful place ; but its mouth has been computed to 
be about two mile^ over, and so deep that no bot" 
tom can be seen ; on the sides of which, sharp 
spiky rocks start out between apertures or holes 
that emit smoke and flame : all this, accompanied 
with a sound that never ceases, louder than thun-* 
der, strikes the bold with terror, and the religious 
with veneration for him that has power to control 
its burnings. 



Of the Brown Bear. 

THE brown bear is found in almost every cU- 
mate, is sometimes carnivorous, but its general 
food is fruits, roots, and vegetables : it is a savage 
and solitary animal, lives in desert and nhfrequent- 
ed places, and chooses its den in the most gloomy 
and retired parts of the forest, or in the most dan* 
gerous and inaccessible precipices of unfrequent^ 
ed mountains. 
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It retires aloife td its deo abbut the end of aa** 
ioinD, (at which time it is very fat) and lives for 
several weeks in a state of total inactivity anfi 
abstinence from food. During this time, the fe- 
male brings forth her young and suckles them. 

She chooses her retreat for that purposes in the 
Hiost retired places, apart from the mate, lest he 
should devour them : she makes a warm bed for 
her young, and attends them with unremitting care 
during four months, and in all that time, scarcely 
allows herself any nourishment. She brings forth 
4wo, and sometimes three young at a tfme. 

In the spring, the old bears, attended by their 
young, come out of their retreats, lean and almost 
famished by their long confinement : they then 
ransack every quarter in search of food* 

They frequently climb trees, and devour the 
firuit in great quantles ; particularly the date 
plum-trees, of which they are exceedingly fond* 
They ascend these trees with surprising agility, 
keep themselves firm on the branches with one 
paw, and with the other collect the fruit. 

The bear is remarkably fond of honey, which 
it will encounter great difficulties to obtain, and 
seeks for with great cunning and avidity. It en- 
joys, in a superior degree, the senses of hearing 
and smelling. When tamed, it appears mild and 
obedient to its master, but it is not to be trusted 
without thd greatest caution. 

The excessive cruelties practised upon this 
poor animal, in teaching it to walk erect, and reg- 
ulate its Aiotion to the sound of the flagelet, are 
such as make gensibility shudder. Its eyes are 
often put out, and an iron ring being put through 
the cartilage of the nose to lead it by, it is kept 
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from food and beaten, till it yield obedience to 
the will of its savage tutors. 

It is truly shocking to every feeling mind to re- 
flect, that such cruelties should be exercised upoH 
any part of the brute creation by our fellow men* 
Th^t they should be rewarded by numbers of un- 
thinking people, who crowd around them to see 
the animal's rude attempts to imitate human ac- 
tions, is not to be wondered at : but it is much to 
be wished, that the timely interference of the 
magistrates would prevent every exhibition, of 
thislkind, that we might not be reproached with 
tolerating practices so disgraceful to humanity. 

One of these animak, presented to the Prince 
of Wales, a fe,w years ago, was kept in the tower.^ 
By the carelesness of the servant, the door of his 
den was left open, and the keeper's wife happen- 
ing to go across the court, the animal flew out, 
seized the woman, and fastened upon her neck, 
• which he bit ; and without offering any further 
violence, lay sucking the blood out of the wound* 

Resistance was in vain, as it only served to ir- 
ritate the brute ; and she must inevitably have 
perished, had not her husband luckily discovered 
her situation, and by a sudden blow with., a staff, 
obliged the bear to quit his hold and retire to his 
den ; which he did with great reluctance, and not 
without making a second attempt to come at the 
woman, Vho was almost dead through fear and 
loss of blood. ' 

It is somewhat remarkable, that whenever it 

happened to see her afterwards, it growled and 

made most violent struggles to get out to hen 

' The prince, upon hearing of the circumstance,. 

erdered the bear to be killed. 

13* 
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OJjhe Lumifums Particles obstrvtd on tke^ 

Surface of the Sea. 



WHEN a ship is under full sail, we often see 
a great light in her wake, that is, in the water she 
bas run through, and as it were broken in bejr 
passage. Those who do not look narrowly at 
this light, often attribute it to the moon, the starsy 
or the lantern on the stern* 

But by a little attention, this mistake is easily 
rectified, since the light is greatest when the moon 
is under the horizon, when the stars are cohered 
by clouds, when the candle in the lantern is ex* 
tinguished, and when no other light appears oo 
the surface of the sea. 

This light is not always equal, since, on some 
•ccasidns, it is hardly discernible ; sometimes it 
is clear, and at others languid ; sometimes it is 
far extended, and at others not. 

It is sometimes so great that we may read 
by it, nine or ten feet abore the surface of 
the water. As for its extent, sometimes the 
whole wake appears luminous for the space of 
thirty or forty f^et ; but the light decreases ki 
proportion as it is farther from the ship« 

Sometimes we may in the wake easily distin* 
guish the luminous from the obscure parts ; on 
which occasion the wake appears like a beautiful 
river of milk. 

Not only the wake of a ship produces this 
light, the motion of fish afibrds a light sufficient 
to distinguish their bulk a«d species. Sometimes 
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a nttftMffoiMi ihoal <rf (isli, when fportrag in the 
•eat exdte a kind of artificial, but very agreeable 
fire. Very often a rope opposed to the motion 
of the waves, is sufficient to render them lumin* 
ous. 

If sea-water is but stirred in the dark, we find 
an infinite number of shining particles in it. If 
we dip a piece of linen in it, and wring it in the 
dark, #e aee the same thing, and also perceive a 
number of sparks flying out of it, when we but 
shake it after it is half dry. , 

When one of the sparks is formed, it lasts a 
long time ; and if it fails on any solid body, such 
as th? edge 9f a vessel, it will last for severd 
hours. At Brazil, the shore sometimes aj^ears all 
on fire with these sparks. 

The production of them depends jn a great 
measure on the quality of the water ; stnd, gene- 
rally spesJLing, this light is greatest, when the sea 
h most foaiiiing. 

Sometimes a piece of linen, dipped in the sei^ 
t^omes out all 'over glutinous. It is observable, 
that when the wake is most shining, the water 
w mont viscid and fat. A cloth dipped in this 
water gives most light when it is moved. 
* The following observations serve to prove that 
the water is the more lummons in proportion 
lo its viscidity. A fish was one day caught^ 
which some took to be a bonite. The inside 
of the throat of this fish, in the night-time, 
appeared like a five coal ; so that without any 
•ther light, a person could have read as well as 
by the most luminous wake. 

The throat was full of a viscid matter, with 
which, when a bit of wood was besmeared, it 
forthwith became luminous ; but as soon as the 
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humour was dried, the light was exttpguished. 
The external parts of several kinds of fish, when 
•ut of water, will emit a strong light bj night. 



Oj Cuilivating the Social Virtues. 

YOUTH is the proper season for cultivating 
the benevolent and humane affections. As a great 
part of thy happiness is to depend on the con- 
nexions which thou wilt form with others, it is oi 
high importance to acquire, betimes, the temper 
and the manners which will gain esteem from the 
good, and command respect from the world, 
though contrary ta its practice in general. 

Lat, then, a strict sense of justice be a chief 
foundation for all thj social qualities. In thy 
m«st early intercourse, and even in thy youthful 
amusements, let no unfairness be found. £n* 
grave on thy mind that sacred rule, of " doing 
in all things to others, as thou wouldst wish they 
should do unto thee." For this end, impress 
thyself with a deep sense of the original aQd na- 
tural equality of men. 

Whatever advantages, in thy birth or estate^ 
thou possessest, never display them with vain 
glory. Leave such subordinations to regulate, if 
necessary, the intercourse of thy more advanced 
years : at present, it becomes thee to act among 
thy companions, as man with man. 

Remember how unknown to thee are the 
changes of this world ; and how often they om 
whom ignorant and contemptuous young men once 
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looked dowa with scorii} hare risen to be their 
superiors in virtue and true greatness in future 
years* 

Compassion is an emotion, of which thou 
shouldst never be ashamed* Graceful in youlh ii 
the tear of sympathy, and the heart that melts at 
the tale of wo. Let not ease and self indulgence 
-contract thy affections, and wrap thee up in sel- 
fish enjoyment. Accustom thyself to think of 
the distresses of human life ; of the solitary cot- 
tage, the dying parent, and the weeping orphan. 

Sport not with pain and anxiety, in any of 
thy amusements, nor treat even the meanest in- 
sect with wavton cruelty ; because that just and 
holy Being wKo gave ua life, takes notice of all 
eur actions, yea, knoweth our thoughts before 
they are fcMrmed ; of whom it is written, " Ve»» 
geance is mine, I will repay, satth the Lord." 



Of Ike rtstless Motion of the fSea, and Us 

Effects on the Land. 

IN places where the force of the sea is not vio- 
lent, or its tides rapid, the shores are geoerall/* 
seen to descend with a gradual declivity or slope. 
Over these, the waters of the tide steal by almost 
imperceptible degrees, covering them for a large 
extent, and leaving them bare on i(s recess. 

Upon these shores, the sea seldom beats with 
any great violence, as a large wave has not depth 
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sufficient (0 float it onwards ; so that here onl/ 
are to be seen, gentle surges making calmlj to^ 
wards the land, and lessening as they approach. 

In others, where the sea is deep, and form» 
strong currents, we see the land worn away until 
it is at last formed into astonishing bulwarks, so as 
to stop the the further encroachments of the as- 
sailing ocean. There are others, which either 
have been raised by art, to oppose the sea's ap- 
proaches, or from the ocean gaining ground, are 
threatened with destruction. 

The sea's being thus seen to take away laod 
at pleasure rn some places, and also to give it in 
others, is without question, one of the most ex- 
traordinary considerations in natural history. 

In some places, it is seen to obtain the supe- 
riority, by slow and certain approaches; or to 
burst in at once, and overwhelm all things in unr 
distinguished destruction : in other places, it de- 
parts from its shores, and where its waters have 
been known to rage, it leaves the land dry» which 
IS now covered with tl\e most beautiful verdure. 

The foregoing is fully confirmed by ancient 
and modern histories of the principal parts of the 
world, our own not excepted. In Yorkshire, 
as well as in other parts of the world, several 
places that were formerly inhabited, are now un- 
der water ; and at the mouth of the Humber, 
some hundreds of acres have been hit dry, and 
the land cultivated. 
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Gn the Use of Carriages. 

WITH respect to exercise, the various ma- 
chines that have been invented for every sort of 
work, render bodily strength of less importance 
than formerly : this change, so far as they are 
useful, is favourable to the operation of the mind^ 
without hurting bodily health. 

The travelling on horseback, though a less vig- 
orous exertion of strength than walking, is not 
luxury, because it is a healthful exercise. This 
cannot be said of wheel-carriages. A spring 
coach, rolling along a smooth road, gives no ex- 
ercise, or so little, as to be preventative of.no dis- 
ease. It tends to disable the body, as well as the 
mind. 

The increase of wheel-carriages, withii a cen- 
tury, is a remarkable proof of the growth of luxu- 
rious indolence. During the reign of James I. 
the English judges rode to Westminster on horse- 
back, and probably did so for many years after 
his death. 

Charles I. isstk^ed a proclamation,* prohibiting 
hackney-coaches H> be used in London, except 
hy those who traveled at least three miles out of 
town. At the restoraliou, Charles II. made his 

Eublic entry into London en horseback, between 
is two brothers, the Dukes of York and Glou- 
cester. 

We are told by Rushworth, that in London^ 
not above a hundred years ago, there were but 
twenty hackney-coaches, which did not stand is 
the streets^ but irere kept at home till called fur. 
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He adds, that the king and council' published a 
proclamation against them, because thej raised 
the price of provender upon the king and higher 
class of people* 

At present, one thousand of those coaches plj 
in the streets of London. The first coach with 
glasses, in France, was brought from Brussels to 
Paris, in the year 1660, by the Prince of Conde. 
Sedan chairs were not known in England before 
the year 1604. 

It remains now to remark, that particularly 
cookery and coaches, as well as erery other lux- 
ury, tend to destroy virtue and health : the one, 
by gratifying the appetites to excess, takes away 
every relish for virtuous improvement ; the other, 
aerving our indolence, leaves no necessity for 
bodily exercise : and so, in partaking of both, a 
man^s health is ruined, v 



Of the S^se (f Property. 

IN the earliest ages of the world, perhaps, 
every man separately hunted for himself and his 
family. But as that way of life in itself is subject 
to many inconveniences, it was thought proper to 
carry it on in common. We find, accordingly, 
the practice of hunting and fishing in common 
even amongst the wildest sort of pe^e. 



us 

In small tribes^ where the spirit of freedom is 
lively, or in a country thinly peopled, in propor-" 
Hon to its fertility, the liring in common is aie;reea« 
ble. But in a large state, where selfishness 
prevails, or in any state wherein is much peo- 
ple, and which will, of course, require extraordi- 
nary culture, the best method is to permit every 
man to shift for himself and his fomily. 

Men wish to labour for themselves ; and they 
labour more ardently for themselves than for the 
public. The sense of property is not confined 
to mankind only. The beavers perceive the 
timber they store upforfbod to be their proper- 
ty ; and the bees seem to have the same percep- 
tion, with respect to their winter's stock of honey* 
Sheep know when they are in a trespass, and 
run to. their own pasture on the sight of a rnaii t 
monkeys do the same, when overseen in robbing 
an orchard* 

Sheep and homed cattle have a sense of pro*' 
perty with respect to their resting place in a fold 
or inclosure, which every one guards againtst the 
trespass of another* I think he must be wrong, 
who denies that perception to rooks. 

Thieves there are among them, as among men. 
But if a rook take a slick from another'^s nest, it is 
said, a council is held, much ^chattering ensues, 
and it ends with destroying the nest of the criin* 
inal or oflfender. 
: To man alone are furnit^hed nidi^ materially 
I only. To convert these into food and clothings 
r requires industry ; and if he had not a sense that 
I the product of his labour belongs to himself^ hi9 
indintfy would be faint. In general, it is pfea^ 
sant to observe, that the sense of pi'operty is ai^ 
ways given where it is uHefulr 
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Tfte Heinous nature of Avarice. 

THAT thirst of the unrenewed heart after 
more than 1b necessary, even of lawful things, is 
properly called coTetousness ; and truly it is a 
reproach to any man, and especially a religious 
person, that he knows not when he has enough ; 
when to leave off; when to be satisfied. 

That notwithstanding one plentiful season of 
gain after another, he is so far from making that 
the cause of withdrawing from the trafficks of the 
world, that he makes it a sufficient reason for 
launching further into it ; as if the more he hath) 
the more he desire^* 

He therefore reneweth his appetite,, like an un- 
satisfied glutton, and bestirs himself more than 
ever, that he may have his share in the scramble, 
while any thing is to be had : this is as if cumber, 
not retirement, and gain, not contentment, were 
the duty aud comfort of a Christian. 

O that this thing were better considered t for 
not being so observable, nor falling under the eye 
of human law, as other, not greater vices do, 
there is more danger, for want of that check* It 
is plain, that most people strive not for « compe- 
tency alone, but wealth. Borne there are who 
love it strongly, and spend it freely, or rather pro* 
digally, when they have gotten it. 

Though this is sinful, yet it is more excusable 
if not in the carrying on of horrid crimes, than to 
love money for monej*H sake; for this is one of 
tjbijB basest pa^siomi tJbe miad ot omi can be capti*^ 



vated with : ft ^rfect lust ; and a m^e soql-de« 
filing one is hardly to be found in the catalogue 
of concupiscence. 

See then, O ye of the rising generation, and nip 
this poisonous fruit in the bud, lest ye be of the 
number of thQ3e which cumber the grounds 
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The Greenland Dog. 



THE savage aspect and disposition of thi« 
dog seem to bear some affinity to the rigours of 
the climate it inhabits. 

Most of the Greenland dogs are white : but 
^M>.me are spotted, and some black. They may 
rather be said to howl than bark. The Green- 
landers sometimes eat their flesh ; they make' 
arments of their skins, and use them in drawing 
sledges. Five of these dogs, that had escaped 
-with their trappings, were found in Greenland, 
and brought to this country a few years ago, by 
one of our ships in the fishery. 

The dogs of Kamschatka are strong, nimble, 
and active, and are very useful in drawing sledges, 
thjB only method of travelling in that dreary coutt^ 
try during the winter. They travel with great 
: expedition ; Captain King relates, that during his 
stay there, a courier, with despatches, drawn by 
them, performed a journey of 270 miUs in less 
.-than four days. 
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Vbt BleJgefl are usually drawn by five dog&» 
four of them yoked two and two abreast ; the fore- 
most acts as leader to the rest. The r^iDS being 
faisteoed to a collar round the leading dog's necky 
are of little use in directing the pack, the driver 
depending chiefly on their obedience to bis voice^ 
'with which he animates them to proceed. 

Great care and attention are necessarily used 
in training up those for leaders, which are more 
valuable, according to their steadiness and docili- 
ty, the sum of forty roubles, or ten pounds sterling, 
being no unusual price for one of them. 

The rider has a crooked stick, answering the 
purpose both of whip and reins ; with which, by 
striking on the snow, he regulates the speed of 
the dogs, or stops them at his pleasure. When 
they are inattentive to their duty, he often chas- 
tises them by throwing it at them. 

He discovers great dexterity in regaining his 
stick, which is tne greatest difficulty attending 
his situation^ for if he should happen to lose it, 
the dogs immediately perceive the circumstance, 
and seldom fail to set off at full speed, and con- 
tinue to run till their strength is exhausted, or till 
the carriage is overturned, and dashed to pieces, 
or hurried ^own a precipice. 

Jn the winter of 1784, a dog of this kind was 
left by a smuggling vessel, near Boomer, on the 
eoast of Northumberland. Finding himself de-: 
aerted, he began to worry sheep ; and did so 
much damage, that he became the terror of the 
country, within the circuit of above twenty mUes. 

When he caught a sheep, he bit a hole tn 
its right side, and after eating the tallow about 
the kidneys, left it : several of them, thus lacer- 
ated, were found alive by the shepherds, and 
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being taken proper care of, some of them i^» 
cohered, and afterwards had lambs. 

From his delicacy in this respect, the destruc* 
tion he made may in some measure be conceiv*^ 
ed : as it may be supposed, that the fat of one 
sheep' a c}^y would hardly satisfy his hunger. 
The farmers were so much alarmed by his de* 
predacions, that various means were used for his 
deSbtruction* 

They frequently pursued him with hounds^ 
greyhounds, &c. but when the dogs came up 
with him, he laid down on his back, as if suppli- 
cating for mercy ; and in that position they ne» 
ver hurt him ; he therefore laid quietly, taking 
his rest till the hunters approached^ when he 
made off without being followed by the hounds^ 
till they were again excited to the pursuit, which 
always terminated unsuccessfully. , 

And it is worthy of notice, that he was one 
day pursued from Howick to upwards of thirty 
miles distance ; but returned thither and killed 
sheep the same evening. His constant resi- 
dence, during the day, was upon a rock on the 
Heugh-hill, near Howick, 'wh€^re he had a view 
of four roads that 'approached it: and in the 
spring of 1785, after many fruitless attempts^ be 
was at last shot there. 



Of Water-Spouts, 

THESE spouts are very common in hot cli- 
mates, though but seldom in our own. They ex- 
tend from indeterminate height^ in the air, down 
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bito the fea* TonniefoFt's aeeount of t^ lut of 
three, seen by him io the Mediterraaeafi dea, des- 
cribes them thus : *^ Id the beginning, they were 
aH about the thi€kne»8 of one's finger, except at 
the top, where they were brpader. 

*« Shortly after, two of them disappeared ; the 
third one increased considerably, and its caaal, 
which was at first so small, soon became as thick 
as a man's arm, then as his leg, and at last thick* 
er than his whole body. 

<* I saw distinctly through this d^ar body, 
the water, which rose up with a winding motion, 
and it sometimes diminished a litjtle of its thick- 
Bess, and again increased to the same ; sometimes 
widening at top, and sometimes at bottom ; and i 
am almost convinced, that this alteration in the 
apont was caused by the wind, which pressed the 
4tloud and forced it to give up its contents. 

^ After some time its bulk was so decreased, as 
!«>be no thicker than a man's utn again; and 
tiius swelling and diminishing, it at last became 
very small. In the end, I observed the sea, which 
Was raised idbont it, to resume its level by de* 
grees, and that end of the spout, that touched it, , 
to become contracted, as tied round with a cord ; 
and this continued till the light, striking through 
the cloud, took away the view* 

<^ I still, however, continued to look, expecting 
that its parts would join again, as I had before 
seen in one of the others, in which the spout 
was more than once broken, and yet again came 
together ; but I was disappointed, for the apou^ 
appealed no more." 

These spouts are extremely dangerous to ships 
at sea, when they happen too near them ^ for if 



161 

^ ^rniml w^re to strike one of tfiem, it would &- 
stantlj In^eak, and either greatly damage or «tak 
it to tlie bottom. 



7% Polar, or Great' White Bear. 



IT inhabita only the coldest parts of the globe, 
and has been found about latitude eighty, as far 
as navigators have penetrated northwardst* These 
inhospitable regions seemjadapted to its suUen 
oatai^e. 

It has been seldom seen farther south than 
Newfoundland ; hut abounds ehiefly on the shores 
^ Hudson's Bay» Greenland, and Spitzbergen, on 
4>ne Side ; and those of Nova-Zembla, on the 
ether* 

It has been sooietimea found in the intermediata 
eoutttrieji ^ Norway and Iceland; but such as 
have appeared in those parts, have always been 
driven thither upon floating sheets of ice, so that 
those coimtries are oaLy acquainted with then) by 
.accident* 

Durii^ summer, they take up their residenca 
on large islands of ice, and frequently pass from 
one to another. They swim well, and can go to 
fte distance of six or seven leagues; Ibey like- 
wise dive, but do not. continue long under water. 

When the pieces of ice are detached by strong 



winds or enrrents, the bears allow tliemselTes to 
be carried aloog with them. ; and as they cannot 
regain the land, or abandon the~ ice- on which 
thej are embarked, they often perish in the open 
sea. 

Those which arrive with the ice on the coasts 
of Iceland or Norway, are almost famished with 
hunger, from the length of their Toyage, and are 
extremely voracious. 

A few years since, the crew of a boat belong- 
ing to a ship in the whale fishery, shot at a bear at 
a short distance and wounded it : the animal im- 
mediately set up the most dreadful yells, and ran 
along the ice towards the boat. 

Before it reached it, a second shot was fired 
and hit it. This served to increase its fury : it 
presently swam to the boat, and in attempting 
to get on board, reached its fore foot upon the 
gunnel, but one of the crew having a hatchet, cut 
it off. 

The animal, however, still continued to swim 
after them, till they arrived at the ship, and seve-' 
ral shots were fired at it, which also took effect : 
but on reaching the ship, it immediately ascend* 
ed the deck, and the crew having fled into the 
shrouds, it was pursuing th^ tEither, when a 
shot from one of them laid it d^ad upon the deck. 

Its flesh is white, and is said to taste like mut- 
ton ; the fat is melted for train oil, and that of the 
feet for medicine. Their fondness for their off* 
spring is so great, that they will die rather than 
desert them. Wounds serve only to make their 
attachment more violent ; they embrace their cubs 
to the last, and beuaoan thfm with the most 
piteous cries. 
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« 

Thej feed on fieh, seals, and the carcasses of 
whales* Allured by the scent of the seal's flesh, 
they often break into the huts of the 6reenianders« 



CfHumUiiy in our Attainments. 

EVERY person of good capacity naturalljr 
desires increase in knowledge ; but what doth 
knowledge profit without the fear of the Lord i 
Better is the humble peasant, that serveth God, 
than the proud philosopher, who, destitute of the 
knowledge of himself^ can describe the course of 
the planets. 

He that truly knows himself, becomes Tile in 
his own eyes, and has no delight in the praise of 
man. If I knew all that the world contains, and 
had not charity, what would it avail me in the 
sight of God, who will judge me according to my 
deeds ? Rest from an inordinate desire of know-* 
ledge, for it is subject to much perplexity and 
delusion. 

Learned men are fond of the notice of the 
world, and desire to be accounted wise : but there 
are many things, the knowledge of which has do 
tendency to promote the divine life : and it is 
surely a proof of felly to devote ourselves wholly 
to that with which our supreme good has no con* 
nexion. 

The heart is not to be satisfied with a multitude 
ef words, but a holy life is a continual feast, and 
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ai pure conscience the foundation ef a firm and 
immoveable confidence in the Almighty. The 
inore thou knowest, and the better thou under- 
standest, the more severe will be thy condemna- 
tion, unless thy life be proportionably more holy 
and useful. 

Be not, therefore, exalted for any uncommon 
ikill in any art or science, but let thy knowledge, 
if superior, make thee the more fearful and more 
watchful over thyself. . i. • 

If thou wouldst learn and know that which is 
truly useful, love to be unknown as to thy abili- 
ties, and to be held in no estimation ; for the high- 
est and most profitable learning is, the knowledge 
and contempt of ourselves, and to have no opinion 
of our own merit, and always to think well and 
highly of the good in others, is an evidence of 
true wisdom and perfection. Therefore, though 
all men are frail, thou shouldcst count none more 
•0 than thyself. 



* 9 



On the 8tv4y of History. 



THE advantages found in history seem to be of 
three kinds ; as it amuses the fancy, as it im- 
proves the understanding, and as it strengthens 
virtue. 

In reality, what more agreeable entertainment 
to the mind thetn to be transported into the rc: 
motest ages of the world, and to observe hama^ 
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society, id its infancy, making the first faint easayt 
towards the arts and sciences f To see the policy 
ef gorernment and the civility of conversation re- 
finiiig by degrees, and every thing that is orna- 
metital to human life advancing towards its per- 
fection ? To mark the rise, progress, declen- 
sion, and final extinction of the most flourishing 
empires ; the virtues which contributed to their 
greatness, and the vices which drew on their ruin i 
Id short, to see all the human race, "f rom the be- 
ginning of time, pass as it were in review before 
usy appearing in their true colours, without any 
ef those disguises, which, during their lifetime, so 
much perplexed the judgments of the beholders ? 
W^hat spectacle can be imagined so magnificent;, 
so various, so interesting ! What amusement, ei- 
ther of the senses or imagination, can be com- 
pared with it i Shall those trifling pastimes, which 
engross so much of our time, be preferred as more 
satisfactory, and more fit to engage our attention i 
Ht>w perverse must that taste be which is capa* 
Ue of so wrong a choice of pleasures ! 
- . But history is a most improving part of know- 
ledge, as well as an agreeable amuseitient ; and in- 
deed a great part of what we commonly call eru- 
dition, and value so highly, is nothing but an ac* 
quiuntance with historical facts. An extensive 
knowledge of this kind belongs to men of letters ; 
but I must think it an unpardonable ignorance in 
persons of whatever sex or condition, not to be 
acquainted with the history of their own country,, 
along with the histories of: ancient Greece and 
Some. 

I nmst add, that history is not only a valuable 

.part of knowledge, but opens the door to many 

Other pacta of knowledge^ and affords mateciaia ta 
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mo»t of the Sciences. And indeed, if we cMiiid* 
er the ehortness of human life, and our limited 
knowledge, even of what passes in our own tiare^ 
we must be sensible, that we should be for ^ver 
children in understanding, were it not for tfaia in* 
yention ; which extends our experience to all past 
ages, and to the most distant nations, making them 
contribute as much to our improvement in wisdom 
as if they had actuallj lain under our observation* 
A man acquainted with history maj^ in some res- 
pect, be said to have lived from the beginning of 
the world, and to have been making continual ad- 
ditions to his stock of knowledge in every cenlury. 
There is aUo an advantage in that knowledge 
which is acquired by history, above what is learn- 
ed by the practice of the world, that it brings us 
acquainted with human afiairs, without diminish- 
ing in the least from the most delicate sentiments 
of virtue. And, to tell the truth, I scarce know 
any study or occupation so unexceptionable as his- 
tory in this particular. Poets can paint virtue in 
the most charming colours ; but, as they address 
themselves entirely to the Passions, they often be- 
come advocates for vice* £ven phiiosopfaers are 
apt to bewilder themselves in tbesubtlUty of their 
speculations ; and we have seen some go so far as 
to deny the reality of all moral distinctions* But 
I think it a remark worthy the attention of the 
speculative reader, that the historians have been^ 
almost without exception, the true friends of vir- 
tue, and have always represented it in its pro^ 
per colours, however they may have erred in their 
judgments about particular persons. Nor is this 
combination of historians in favdurof virtue at all 
difficult to be accounted for. When a man of 
iRtoiaess enters iaU^ fife and ae^tioa^ he ii^ MMre a^^ 
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to -c<NiBider the characters of men as tiiey hatii 
relatioii to his interest than as thejf stand in them- 
aei^es, and has his judgment warped on eve^jr 
occasion bj the violence of his passion. When a: 
philosopher contemplates characters and manners 
in hts closet, the general abstract riew of the ob- 
jocts leaves the mind so cold and unmoved, that 
the sentiments of nature have no room to play, 
and be scarce feels the difference betwixt vice 
aad virtue. History keeps in a just medium be* 
twixt these extremes, and places the objects in 
their true point of view. The writers of history^ 
as well as the readers, are sufficiently interested 
in the characters and events^ to have a lively sen- 
timent of blame or praise ; and, at the^same time, 
have no particular interest or concern to pervert 
their judgment. 



On the Government of the Heart. . 

,Keep thy h^art with all diligence ;* for out of it 
are the issues of life« Among Uie many wise coun- 
sel given by the inspired king Solomon, the^re is 
none which deservea greater regard than this. Its 
importance, however, is too seldom perceived by 
the generality of men. They are apt to consid- 
er the regulation of external conduct as the chief 
objact of attention. 

If they can act their part with decency, and 
maintaip a fair character, they conceive their 

U 
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intf te be fulfilled. What passes in ilie neaa 
-time withiB their minds, they suppose to be of no 
great consequeucey either to themselves, or to the 
worlds 

Id opposition to this dangerous plan of morali* 
tjTi the wise man exhorts us to keep, the heart ^ 
that is, to attend not onlj to our actions^ but to 
our thoughts and de^res ; and to keep the heart 
with aU diligence, that is, with sedulous and un- 
remitting care ; for which he assigns this reason^ 
ihat, out of the heart are the issues of life. 

The issues of life are justly said to be out of 
Hbt heart, because the state of the heart is what 
^termineB4»ur amoral xharacter, and what forms 
our chief happiness or misery. The tenor of our 
mctions will always correspond to the dispositiona 
that preratl within. To dissemble, or to suppress 
them, is a fruitless attempt. For while evil dis- 
positions are suffered to remain in the heart, tkey 
will perpetually break forth in our behaviour^ 

On whatever side the weight of inclination 
bangs, it will draw the practice after it. In vain, 
therefore, you study to preserve your hands 
4:lean, unless you resolve, at the same time, to 
keep your hearts pure. Make the tree good, as 
oiir Saviour directs, and then its fruit will be good 
also. K the fountain be once poisoned, you can 
j^rer expect-that salubrious streams wiH flow from 
it. 'Throughout the whole of their course, they 
will carry the taint of the parent spring. 

But it is not merely from its influence on exter- 
ftal action, that the importance of the heart to our 
moral character arises. Independent of all ae* 
tion, it is, in truth, the state of the heart itself 
which forms o)ur character in the sight ctf Uod. 
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With oiur fellow creatures, actions must erev 
hold the chief rank ; becauee, by these only can 
we judge of one another ; by these we afiect 
each other's welfare ; atad, therefore, to these alone 
the reji^ulation of human laws extends* But in the 
eye of that Supreme Being, to whom our whole 
internal frame is uncovered, dispositions hold the 
place of actions ; and it is not so much what we 
perform^ as the motiYes which move os to per* 
li»riBance, that constitutes us good or ctiI 10 hie 
sight. . . ' 

Even among men, the morality of actions is ea*^ 
timated by the pinciple from which they are 
judged to proceed ^ aed such as the principle isy 
auch is the man accounted to be. One, for in* 
stance, may spend mueh- of his fortune ia charita* 
ble actions ; and jety if he is believed to be in* 
fluenced by mere ostentat^n, he is- deemed not 
charitable, but vain.- 

If reason thus clearly teaches us to estitpate 
the value of actions, by the dispositbns which 
give them birth, it is an obvious conclusion, that, 
according to those dispositions, we are all ranked 
and classed by him mho seeth into every heart.^ 
The rectification oif our principles of action, is 
the primary object of religious discipline ; and, in 
proportion as this is mfre or less advanced, we are 
more or less religious. Accordingly, the regenera- 
tion of the heart, is. every where represented in the 
Gospel, as the most essential requisite in the char- 
acter of a Christian. 

The state of the heart not only determines out 
moral character, but forms our principal happi- 
ness or misery. External situations of fortune 
are no farther of consequence, than as they ope- 
rate en the heart ; and their operation there, is far 
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from correipendiDg to the degree of worldly pros- 
perit J or adversity. If from any internal cause, a 
man's peace of mind be disturbedi in vain yoH 
load him with riches and honours. 

Discomposed thoughts, agitated passions, and 
a ruffled temper, poison every ingredient of plea- 
sure which the world can bestow* In order to ac- 
quire a capacity for happiness, it must be our first 
attention to rectify such inward diao/ders. What- 
ever disciptjlne tends to accomplish this purpose^ 
is of greater importance, than the acquisition of 
the advantages of fortune. 

Think what your heart now is, and what must 
be the consequence of remUtipg your vigilance in 
watching over it. It is said in scripture, to be 
deceitful above all things/and desperately wicked « 
Inattention and remissness is what the adversary 
desires, in order to gain full advantage. While 
we are careless and inattentive to our religious 
duty, he sows tares in the field of the heart. The 
heart which he finds vacant and unguarded, he 
presently garnishes with evil spirits. 

Keep thy heart, therefore, with all diligence ; 
for all thy diligence is here required. And 
though thy owq keeping alone will not avail, un- 
less the assistance of a higher power concur ; yet 
of this be well assured, that no aid from Heaven is 
to be expected, if thou shalt neglect to exert thy- 
self in performing the part assigned thee. 
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Virtue^ MatCs highest Interest 

I FIND mjself existing upon a little spot, cmr- 
rouoded every way by an immenae unknown ex* 
pansion. Where am I 7 What sort of place da 
1 inhabit ? Is it exactly accommodated in every 
instance to my convenience ? Is there no excean 
of cold, none of heat to offend me ? Am I never 
annoyed by animals, either of my own or a difier« 
ent kind ? Is every thing subservient to me, at 
though I had ordered all myself? No-^ — ^nothing 
like it — ^the farthest from it possible. 

The world ap{>ears not, then, originally mad« 
for the private convenience of me alone i — It doea 
not. But is it not possible so to accommodate it, 
by my own particular industry ? If to accommodate 
man and beast, heaven and earth, if this be beyond 
me, it is not possible. What consequence the0 
follows ; or can there be any other than this — If 
I seek an interest of my own, detached from that 
of others, I seek an interest which is chimerical, 
and which can never have existence ? 

How, then, must I determine? Have I no inter* 
est at all ? If 1 have not, I am stationed here to no 
purpose. But why no interest ? Can I be con- 
tented with none but one separate and detached ? 
Is a social interest, joined with others, such an ab- 
surdity as not to be admitted ? The bee, the 
beaver, and the tribes of herding animals are sut 
ficient to convince me, that the thing is somewhere 
at least possible. 

How, then, am I assured that U v^ v^.t equally 
true of man? Admit it; and viic^t loilows? If 
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AMI, ihe^ hodoar and justice are my interegt ; ihes 
the whole train of moral virtues are my interest ; 
without some portion of which| not even tjbievea 
can maintain society. 

Bat| farther still — I stop not here — I pnrsue 
this socisd interest as far as I can trace my several 
relations. I pass from my own stock, my ows 
Beighhourhood, mj own nation, to the whole race 
•t mankind, as dispersed throughout the earth. 
Am 1 not related to them all, by the mutual aids 
of commerce, by the general intercourse of arts 
Imd letters, by that common nature of which we 
all participate i 

Again — I must have food and clothing. With- 
•ut a proper genial warmth, I instantly perish* 
Am I not related, in this view, to the very earth 
itself; to the distant sun, from whose beams I de- 
five vigor ? to that stupendous course and order 
•f the infinite hosts of heaven, by which the times 
and seasons ever uniformly pass on i Were this 
order once confounded, I could not probably sur- 
vive a moment ; so absolutely do I depend on this 
common general welfare. 

What then have I to do, but to enlarge virtue 
into piety ? Not only honour and justice, and what 
I owe to man is my interest ; but gratitude also, 
acquiescence, resignation, adoration, and all I owe 
to this great polity ,^ and its great Governor, ouc 
eoDunon Parent.^ 



^ 
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Vicious Conneotians the Ruin of Virtue. 



AMONG the numerous causes which introduce 
eorrupiion into the heart, and accelerate its 
growth, none is more unhappUj powerful, than 
the contagion whicb is diffused by bad esamplesy 
and heightened bj particular connej(ions with 
persons of loose principles, or dissolute morals. 

This, in a licentious state of society, is the most 
common source of those vices and disorders which 
so much. abound in great cities ; and off^n proves, 
in a particular manner, fatal io the young ; even 
to them whose beginnings wero once auspicious 
and promising. 

It may therefore \)t a useful employment of at* 
tention, to trace the progress of this principle of 
corruption ; to examine the means by which 
' evil communications' gradually undermine, and 
at last destroy < good morals.' - It is indeed dis- 
agreeable to contemplate human nature, in thiir 
downward course of its progress. But it is al- 
ways profitable to know our own infirmities and 
dangersw 

As certain virtuous principles are still inh^nt 
in human nature,, there are few who set out at prst 
in the world without good dispositions.^ The 
warmth which belongs to youlh,^ naturally exerta 
itself in generous feelings, and sentiments of hon-- 
or ; in strong attachment to friends, and the other 
echotions of a kind and tender heart. Almost all 
the plana with which persons who have been liber- 
ally educated begin the world, are connected with 
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kononrable views. At that period, thej repudiate 
whatever is mean or base. It is pleasing to them^ 
to think of commanding the esteem of those among 
whom tiiej live, and of acquiring a name among mea. 

But alas ! how soon does this flattering pros- 
pect begin to be overcast ! Desires of pleasure 
usher^ in temptation, and forward the growth of 
disorderly passions. Ministers of vice are sel* 
dom wanting to encourage and flatter the passions 
of the young. Inferiors study to creep into fa* 
vour, by servile obsequiousness to all their desires 
and humours. 

Glad to find any apology for the indulgences of 
which they are fond, the young too readUy listen 
to the voie^ of those who suggest to them, that 
strict notions of religion, order^ and virtue, are 
old fashioned and illiberal ; that the restraints 
which they impose, are Only fit to be prescribed 
to those who are in the first stage of pupillage ; or 
to be preached' to the vulgar, who ought to be 
kept within the closest bounds of regularity and 
subjection. But the goodness of their hearts, it is 
insinuated to them, and the liberality of their views,, 
will fully justify their emancipating themselves, in 
some degree, from the rigid discipline of parents 
and teachers. 

Soothing as such insinuations are to the youthful 
and inconsiderate, their first steps, however,^ in 
vice, are cautious and timid, and occasionally 
checked by remorse. As they begin to mingle 
more in the world, and emerge into the circles of 
gaiety and pleasure, finding those loose ideas 
countenanced by too general practice, they grad» 
ually become bolder in the liberties they take. 

If they have been bred* to business, they begiA 
to tire of industry, and look with contempt on 
the plodding race of citizens. If they are of Stt^ 
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pcrior rank, thej think it becomei them to re- 
semble their equals ; to assume that freedom of ~ 
behayiour, that air of forwardness, that tone of 
dissipationi that easy negligence of those with 
whom they converse, which appear fashionable in 
high life. 

If affluence of fortune unhappily concur to fa- 
vour their inclinations, amusements and diversions 
succeed in a perpetual round ; night and day are 
confounded ; gaming fills up their vacant inter- 
vals; they live wholly in public places ; they run 
into naany degrees of excess, disagreeable eve» 
to themselves, merely from weak complaisance, 
and the fear of being, ridiculed by their loose as- 
sociates* 

Among these associates, the most hardened 
and determined always take the le^d. The rest 
follow them with implicit submission ; and make 
proficiency in this school of iniquity, in exact pro- 
portion to the weakness of their understandings, 
and the strength of their passions* 

How many pass away, after this manner, some 
of the most valuable years of tbeir life, tost in a 
whirlpool of what cannot be called pleasure, urn 
much as mere giddiness and folly ! In the habits 
of perpetual connexion with idle or licentious 
company, all reflection is lost ; while, circulated 
from one empty head and one thoughtless heart 
to another, folly shoots up into all its most ridicu- 
lous forma ; prompts the extravagant, unmeaning 
frolic in private; or sallies forth in public into^ 
mad riot; impelled sometimes by intoxication, 
sometimes by mere levity of spirits. 

All the while, amidst this whole course of ju-^ 
venile infatuation, I readily admit, that much good 
nature may still remain. Generosity and attach 



m 

neoti maj be found : naj, some a#e of religion: 
may still subsist, and some remains of those good 
impressions which were made upon the mind Ib 
early days. 

It might yet be very possible to reclaim such 
persons, and to form them for useful and respecta- 
ble stations in the world, if yirtuous and improT- 
ing society should happily succeed to the place 
of that idle crew, with whom they now associate j 
if important business shoald occ^r, to bring theai 
into a different sphere of aetion ;. or if some sea* 
sonable stroke of affliction should in mercy be 
seat, to recal them to themselves,, and to awaken 
serious and manly thought* 

Sut, if youth and 'vi^^ fuaA fiowins fortune 
continue ; if a similar succession of companions 
go on to amuse them, to ingross their time, and to 
atir up their passions ; the day of ruin-^-iet them 
take heed, and beware f — ^the day of irrecoverable 
ruin, begins to draw nigh. Fortune is squander- 
ed ; health is broken ; friends are offended, af- 
fronted, estranged; and aged {rairents perhaps^ 
sent afflicted and mourning to the dust. 



On the Duties which we owe to Society. 

SOCIETY has been compared to a heap of 
embers, which^ when separated, soon languish, 
darken, and expire ; but, if placed together, glow 
with a warm and animating heat. 
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That •or happiness depends upon the cultira^ 
tioa of the social duties, and upon the nurture of 
susceptible emotions^ none but the misanthropist 
will deny ; for so gratifying is the enjoyment of 
participated pleasures, and so unsatisfactory those 
in which no one claims a share, that from motiTet 
4»f policy we might cherish affection, and from 
selfish ^considerations try to gain esteem. 

Abstract the man of virtue and benevolence 
from society and yon at once destroy the source 
of his delight^ blast the buds of promised happi- 
ness^ and leave a dreary vacuum round his heart. 

The benevolent Author of our being so consti- 
tuted and ordained our nature, that we should 
derive felicity from communicating happiness, 
and experience deUght from imparting joy, and 
nhall we ungraciously counteract his benevolent 
designs ; and instead of contributing to the happi- 
ness of our neighbour, selfishly attend to our own 
gratifications ? m- 

No real felicity can exist independent of sus- 
ceptibility and affection, and the heart of him who 
is cold to the soothing voice of friendship, dead to 
the melting strains of love, and insensible to the 
. plaintive pleadings of distress, is a mansion only 
calculated for demoniac spirit^ or a cheerless 
dwelling for disgust and spleen. 

The advantages derived from unanimity and 
friendship, are so many and apparent, that it 
seems almost impossible to believe they are not 
universally cultivated ; and every day's experi- 
ence must convince an observing mind, that every 
amiaUe impression springs from the nurture of 
phSanthropy and benevolence ; and that the va- 
rious vices which disgrace our nature, multiply 
in proportion to the decrease of domestic bliss ! 



178 

He who is tiqpable of despising those beads which 
consanguinitj and affection jointly frame, is sel- 
dom proof against the allurements of vice ; for his 
heart is callous to the voice of persuasion, and 
self-'enjoyment is the only object of his desire. 

The being who would study his own happiness, 
should invariably consider that of others ; and by 
trying to augment their cup of felicity, be will no( 
fail to increase his own. 

The savage who never knew the blessings of 
association, and he who quits.society from apathy 
or spleen, bear an equal resemblance to the sepa- 
rated ember, which is incapable of communicat- 
ing either warmth or light. He who has been 
accustomed to despise tiie feelings of the son, the 
husband, and the friend, and to laugh at those ties 
which ^embellish human nature, imperceptibly ac- 
quires a ferocity of manners, that absolutely de- 
grades the very name of man* 

It should tJ|erefore, be early inculcated into ^ 
the minds of youth, that our pleasures and en- 
joyments will be in proportion to our endeavours 
to lighten the burden of bur fellow-creatures. 
Were this method universally adopted, find chil- 
dren taught to cherish the soft afTections, how 
much of that wanton cruelty would be avoided, 
which so frequently disgraces our boyish years ; 
and what is still more lamentable, occasions a 
callosity of feeling throughout our future lives. 

Creatures as we are of habit and custom, how 
absolutely essential is it to our peace^ that those 
which are acquired before the judgment is enr 
lightened, should uniforjnly lead to the practice 
-af virtue i 
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Deselection of m Cavern in Derbyshire. 
England, caUed the Peak*sHok» 

HATIN© ^roc»r€d tbe proper gnirf^, Itreiif 
t» Me tiie famous Peak^s hole. As we m- 
^aebed %\A» wonderful carepii, we crossed s 
bridge eror a riirrtet, which issires from the moiif h 
of the cave ; Ans ne»th is si the botfom of a per-* 
pe*dfCttltr rock, that forms part ef the front of the 
mounta&i, The form of this part of tie monn^ 
tain fe^Hke fhat of a hodfe set en cnti, and half 
epened, the bick of the book being from the ob- 
sorrier. Near the angle fc the month of the car- 
ern* As we proceeded mte the fissure. I looked 
^ these rdeky walls, ti^ saw the rfd castle at a 
gi<My beighty s^parentff IhreateniDg to faB. The 
gni^ pointed out scTera) Tsins of fead. The en- 
trance fnte lAie eavem passes etese under the rrghf 
side of the two precipices, which meeting at a» 
acnfe angle, form the fissare in the mountain. Im- 
pressions of suWhaity are produced by feokinr u» 
th» precipfce of 9M feel perpendfcnfar heWif, 
and a khd ef horror is a^de^ to the pfece by nu- 
meirous jacfcdawsi, which bniM their nestte to the 
enerFces,. and ftad m Aese inaecesmble dHft a se- 
cure retreat j Ifcey were cowgnaal^* Ifying^ in a 
bhtcfc eiotttf, «^und the rocks, mi disturbii^ 
the aft* wM their ereakiag. TPkcse rocks are 
Bme afenej^ fiHed witb amne ev^iriar. We now 
entered the eavem. It opens witlf a grand arch,; 
almost mathematieallj regular, but th^ abutmwti 
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on tlie left is considerably lower than that on die 
right. This arch is. 120 feet wide, and 70 feet 
high, reckoning from the level of the abotinent 
on the left. Under this raagnificeut portico, We 
entered the first caTern, which is 180 feet k>ngy 
the arch falling a little towards the farther end. I 
was surprised to find the cavern inhabited. A 
Bvmber of poor women and children carry on here 
a manufacture of cord and twine, and sodie of tliem 
live here permanently in small huts/ sheltered by 
the impending mountain. Having arrived at the 
«end of this first cavern, I looked: back with feel- 
ings of awe and solemnity^ not unmixed with some- 
thing very much like dread. This cavern is only 
a continuation of the great ag^ch at the enteanGe, 
falling as it recedes from the light, of which there 
is however enough to enable one to see the .whole 
of i^ and to make him realize that a mofintain is 
over his head. This arched roof, being of lime 
stone, abounds with calcareous concretion, and 
^ remarkable one was pointed out, which, from its 
form, and the manner in which it depends from the 
roof, is called the Flitch of Beieon* 
^ The end of the cavern is so much contracted 
in its dimensions, that it has been completely clos- 
ed up, by an artifical.wall, -where there is a door, 
of which the guide has the key. The wall and 
door aire intended to exclude impertinent visiters, 
and to secure to the guide the exclasiaFe privilege 
of conducting atrangers through the place* 

After entering the jdoori, the passage became 
narrow and |ow, and we prpceecled, stooping, till 
we arrived in a place. called the ,Bdl Hqusty from 
some resemblance between ^s Wm and that of a 
bell. 
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Beyond this, the cavern became agaiii low and 
■»row, Uill it was almost closed, leaving only 
a sHBall orffice of about three feet diameter^ 
Here the rivulet^ which we had followed up from 
ik0 mouth 6f the cave, spread into a little lake, 
occupying the whole of the bottom of the cav- 
ern* But we were not stopped; there was a ferry- 
boat ^ready. The bottom of it was spread with 
clean straw, and by the direction of my guide I 
got into it, and lay down flat on my back. My 
guide stepped into the water up to his knees, and 
pushed the boat before him through the narrow 
aperture, which was merely liigh enough to per- 
mit the boat to pass, and the guide to crawl after 
it. It would be impossible for one to pass if sit- 
ting up in the boat. 

We had now arrived iir a new cavern, miich 
larger and more majestic than any which we had 
yet seen. A flood of light was necessary to ren^ 
der it all visible, for it was 120 feet high, 200 
broad, and 250 feet long* Its walls were lime stone, 
filled as before with shells. Crossing the rivulet 
on stepping stones, we next found ourselves in a 
smaller cavern, which on account of the constant 
exudation of water from the roof, is called Roger 
Raines House. 

A large cavern, called the Chancel^ came next. 
Its appearance was broken an^ rude, and the 
lights discovered some stalactites. When the 
guide has notice that a party is coming to view 
the cavern, he causes a piece of deception to be 
played off in the Chancel, which I, being a soli- 
tary stranger, had not the pleasure of witnessing. 
When the party arrive at this cavern, they are, 
on a sudden, astonished and confounded at hear- 
ing from the roof of this solitary mansion, which, 
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a moiBN^bt before, woe dmrk as midni^t, w^ Bifeiit 
as tbe tombs, an instaata&eous bnrst of hmttsMB 
TOiceis, multiplied bj a tboosaod echoes. Wbtle 
tJiey are, in Taia, looking for (he cause of this 
SeeoiiBg enchaiitaieiit, a blaze of light from the 
roof of the casrern discovers a nttoiber of figtooreti 
in white, tiogiag and bearing torches in tfaeir-tanda* 
Those who are not the secret, are almost persMd'^ 
ed that they are in an enchanted cave, where ^0 
scenes of romance and fable hav^ c«d exi#tenee« 
The delusion vanishes however, when thejT ^^ ii^ 
formed, that a number of people from the vittaget 
equipped on purpose, hive gcme up a secret |IM« 
sage to the roof of the Chancel^ with concisated 
lights, which, at the concerted moment, tfae^ sud- 
denly produce. 

We travelled on "to a fissure an the rock, called 
the DtviV^ Cellar J snd after descendiifg gradual* 
Ijr t50 feet, we came to the Aal^ivay Aotiire. The 
roof now assumed greater regularity^; three par^ 
allei arches were in view, and beyond these a 
Cavern tike a bell, called Tom of Ldneetfi* Pro* 
ceediog^ we found the cavern very varbus botlt in 
height and breadth ; ike dviilet appeared p^- 
fectt/ transparent, and its b<ed Was white with 
calcareous spar, brought down and rounded by 
the water. 

At last we reached the end of this grand 
subterranean wond^; its whole length is 225^ 
feet, or nearly half a mile. 

We now retraced our steps. I was again laid 
in the little boat, and ferried through the narrow 
passage ;-^we travelled back as, fast as we eotdd 
with safety, and with candles burnt down to our 
fingers, again reached the wood^i door, and open-- 
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imgiU I beheld the light, with a little secret jajf^ 
ivliichy had 1 been queatiened, i might have- been 
too st^ui-heai'ted to hav^ acknowledged* 



The Sun. 



IN meditating on the .wonderful works of God, 
tlie first object which, generaiij strikes the atten- 
tion, is that glorious luminary the Sun. It appears 
to dwell in the heavens as in a grand pavilion. The 
form of it is nearly, if not quite, spherical. Its 
magnitude is great indeed ! The diameter of it is 
comptuted to be 890,000 miles, which is more 
than equal to a hundred diameters of our earth. 
But what its substance is, whether it be a liquict 
or a solid globe, who can tell ? 

The distance of the Sun from our earthly abode 
is truly astonishing^ it being more than ninety 
millions of miles ! a distance so prodigious, that a 
cannon ball, flying at the rate of four hundred and 
eighty miles an hour, would not reach us in nine- 
teen years. And yet the rays of light which 
issue from it, ajie said to be no longer than sey^n 
or eight minutes in their pasi^ge-^a rapidity so 
stupendous, as to be nearly equal to seven times 
the circumference of our world in a minute. Our 
merciful Creator has placed the earth at the most 
convenient distance from the Sun, near enough to 
be sufficiently warmed by it, yet not so near as to 
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h^ ctanned. tTbe 8itn oow is geiieriaiyBekmv- 
led^edlo be in tlia ceotre of our fijstem : U <1mb 
not {lerfocBi a circiitt rcMmd Ibe earth, a» fi^m ap* 
pearaaces, W€ shoiUd naturally conclude, and as 
the ancient philosophers supposed : — it revolves 
onlj round its own as^is ; and does this once ia 
the space of 25 days, and 6 hours. Yarioua experi- 
ments have produced evidences in favour of Ihe 
preseiit, or, as it is commonly called, the Coper- 
nican hypothesis ; and such, indeed, as almost 
amount to demonstration* To these testimonies 
may be subjoined the doctrine of eclipses. , The 
cause of eclipses is obvious : when the moon passes 
between the earth and the sun, «o as to intercept 
bis rayis, he is said to be eclipsed. This never baip> 
pens but at the time of the new moon : became it 
is only then that she passes between the aim \ 
and the earth* When the earth is interposed 
between the moon and the sun, then the moon h 
ecfipsed, and this is only at the time of the fuU 
moon. 

Who can think of the yast bull: of the Smi wiA- 
out calling to mind its glorious Creator i He is \ 
emphaticaUy styied, «* the Father of Lights." If ] 
the material Sun be so great, how inconceivaUy 
great must He be who spake, and it was made, .' 
who commanded, and it stood fast ! The fixed 
stars also, which on account of their immense dis- ^ 
jtance, appear to us so very small, are, it is verj i 
{)!^obable, so many suns equal m magnitude to 
ours,«nd answering the same puq>oses in other 
systems as ours does in this. Each of them seems 
formed to communicate Kght and beat to a eertain 
number of inhabited planets, kept by gravi^atioii 
within tbe sphere of its aetivity. ^ With what an 
August concepti<Ni does Aiis &niish us rf the worfcs 
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mi lite Oeatar ! TIiouMtids of tiidiuwib of gitmi. 
«ttonde«l by ten thofisaitd tiiMS ten tliDiisand 
veridfl, aU in rtfiid motion, yt^i <;alm« regular, juod 
faai:amBiou9, iavtriaUy keeping (he i^ths pre- 
sented them; ami those worlds peopled with 
AytiadB of ialelUgent beings ! O bow great, how 
wise, bow good, aiast hs be, who made Mid (#• 
▼oriui thewkoiei" 



To the Seu. 



. HAIlt ! thou inexhaustible source of wonder 
and contemplation I — Hail ! thou multntudinoiw 
ccean ! whose waves chase one another down like 
the generations of men, aad after a momentary 
space, are emerged for ever in oblivion: — -Thy 
fluctuating waters wash the varied shores of the 
world, and while thfey disjoin nations, whom a 
nearer connexion might involve in continued war, 
Ihey ctffcuhte the,ir arts, and Iheir labours, and 
give health and plenty to mai^ind. 

flow glorious ! how awful are the scenes thou 
djisplayest, whether we view thee when every 
wind IB hushed,^ — when the nomijig sun sHvera 
the level line of the hori»Hiy-Har when its evett- 
ing tfiK^k is nftairked with shming gold, and thy uo* 
rippled bosom reflects the radiaiu^ of the orer^ 
wehfflg Seavens !**-or whether we behold lh«e 
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in thy terrors i^-^wjben the black tempest sweeps 
thy SHrelling biiiows, wd the boiling surge misLes 
with the clouds, — when death rides the storda,— 
and humanity drops a fruitless tear for ihe toiiiog 
mariuer whose heart is sinking with dismajr ! — .* 

And yety.inighty deep ! 'tis thy sulr&ce alone 
we view — Who can penetrate the secrets of thy 
wide domain ? — ^What eye can visit 4hy immease 
rocks and caverns, that teem with life and vege- 
tation ?-*-0r search out the myriads pf objects, 
whose beauties lie scattered over thy dread 
abyss ? 

The mind staggers with the immensity of her 
own conception,-r>and ii^ hen she coiitemplates^ 
the flux and reflux, of thy tides, whieh from the 
beginning of the world continue their regular 
course, how does she shrink at the idea of that 
Divine Power, which originally laid thy founda- 
tions so sure, and whose omnipotent voice hath 
fixed the limits where thy proud waves shall be 
stayed ? 



JDr. Dodd^s Address to the courts before he 
received sentence of death. 

• « 

MY LORD, — I now stand before you a dread- 
ful example of human infirmity. I entered upon 
public life with the expectations common to 
young men whose education has been liberal, and 
whose abilities have been fliatteredj a^d, when I 






187 

beccme a cleyisfBiw, comidercd mylidf M not m^ 
pairiDg ibe digmty ef <h€ owler. I was not an 
idle, nor I hope an uaelesft, midbtBr. . I taagM 
the triithfi of Chrietiattify miih the aeal of t6mk> 
tion, and tfae authority of innocence. My labmm 
were approved, my pulpit became pi^iilar ; find 
I have reaaon to belieTe, that of thoee who heard 
m^.aome have heen prfeaerved from am, and some 
W« been^jpeoiaiined. Ooadeecend, my lord^ U 
think, tf theaf OOTstderatiosa eggr^Tate my ttime, 
how BHiefa they must imbitter my pvniafaflient* 

Being distrngoished and cbted by the C4Mifi* 
dence of fflankiod^ 1 had too aiach confidence lA 
myeelf : and thinking ray integrity what otheri 
thoi^ht ife Midliliabed in aincerity, and fortified by 
reiigjon, I did net consider the danger of TBxMy^ 
Borauapect tho deteitfolneaa of my own heart. 
The day of conflict came; in whkh temptmtioii 
ai^priaed and oTerwhelmed me. I comoiitted 
tlie crime^ which I entreat your lordship to be* 
Ueye that my conscience hourly repreaenta to me 
in ita fall bolk of miachief and malignity. Many 
have been overpowered by t^oiptationi who now 
are among the penitent in heaven. 
^~ To^^n act now waitkg the ibciaion of Vindie* 
tive juatice, I will not preautne to oppose the 
counterbalance of almost thirty years (a great 
part of the life of man) passed in exciting and ex- 
ercising charity : in relieving sucfa distresses « I 
BOW fee], in administering those consolations which 
I now want. 1 will not otherwise extenuate my 
ofience, than by declariilgy what many circum- 
stances make prdbable, that I did not intend to be 
finally fraudulent. Nor will it become me to ap* 
poriien my punishment, by alleging that my m- 
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etii^s have been notttiuch less than my guJlt. I 
lave fallen from reputation which oughttd have 
aade me cautious ; and from a fortune which 
»ught to have given me content. I am sunk 'at 
mce into poverty and scorn ; my name and my 
;rime fill the ballads in the street, the sport of the 
honghtleiss and the triumph of the wicked. 

It may «eem strange that, remembering what 
[ have lately been, I should wish to continue 
irhallam. But contempt of death, how s|fe- 
:iously soever it might mingle with heathen vir- 
tues, has nothing suitable to Christian pemtence. 
Many motives impel me to beg ^arneMy for life- 
[feel the natural horror' of a violent death, and 
the universal dread of unthnely dteoWtion. I am 
desirous of recompensing the injury' I have done 
to the clergy, to the world, arid to reHgioUj and to 
BJBTace the scandal of my crime by the example of 
my repentance. But above all, I wish to die 
with thoughts more coniposed, and calmer pre- 
paration. The gloom of a prison, the anxiiety t>f 
a trial, and the inevitable vicissitudes of passion, 
leave the mind little disposed to the holy ejcer- 
cises of prayer and self examination: Let not a 
little time be denied me, in which I may, by me- 
ditation and contrition, be prepared to stand at 
the tribunal of Omnipotence, and support the 
presence of that Judge who will distribute to all 
according to their works, who will receive to par- 
don the repenting sinner, and from whom the mer- 
ciful shall obtain mercy. » 

For these reasons, amidst shame and misery, 
I yet wish to live : and most humbly entreat, that 
I may be recommended by your lordship to the 
clemency of his majesty. 
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Address on Patrioiisth. 

IT cannot jtben be denied, that the public pros- 
peritjr of otu^ land, depends upon the virtue of the 
people^ and that the practice of vice, like a 
cancer in the natural body, will at last extend it- 
self to the viials of the country, and cut off our 
natioi^al eacii^nce^ If this be the cpse, we may. 
safely airaert, that no man loves his country, who 
lives in. t^he habitual violation of any rule in her 
moral code ;, because, by so doing he contributes 
his aid to accomplish her destruction. He may 
caiL himself a federalist, or ^n anti-federalist — a 
republican, or a democrsU: — or whatever else he 
pleases ; Jt is pertai|i, he is but a. pretender to the 
character of a patriot. It is impois^sibjie he can 
loyehis country, whose life and actions are hos- 
tile to her true> interests. Party and personal pre- 
judices be may possess in abundance^ which te 
the world, and perhaps to himself, he may cover 
with the mantle of zeal for the public £ood. But 
the love of his country is a stranger to nis heart* 
. Examine for a moment, the force of thisob* 
servation, by your own experience in private life. 
Suppose one of your neignbours, to profess a re* 
gard and affection for you, and at the. same tim^ 
to inake a practice of thwarting your views, and 
defeating the plans you had laid to promote your 
happiness or your interest. There is no doubt 
you would despise his professions, and call him a 
hypocrite. 

Nor can he be pronounced any thing better, 
who tells you he loves bis country^ and is at the 



uamt tifiie ^iftbitsally mA-ihging those hwf^ 6a 
iririefa her galvatioii and prosperily essentiafly de- 
depend. Away ^Ub 8uc6 patrioUam i V is ^* BaiV 
Mftdter r' with the iips, and at the same instant si 
Btab to the heart. I call that man a disorgahiii^rj 
fet'his poltticat prmciples be what they fo^Ti ^ho 
iir spreading through the moral world, Ae Iseeds. 
df disorder and vice, and thereby aappfng'^hd^feiin- 
datiottof all government. '^ * ' 

Our tountrj may weH expdshdate wtffi ^thn- 
morttl man ki thelangiiage used ofWt! tfift^-^*^ Wybir 
fbrt: rae, yon will keep • my ct>mnEKttidfmenfs--^¥ef* 
aire my firiends, if ye d^ whaLtsoerer f commaiidf* 
you.** In short, as triCbrfetranity, so'tt i» in pse-; 
ftiotism,— obfedienee bithe tinerrkig criteWon, thir 
gote decrsive mmrk of aflfection. ff yotr reaHy- 
love 'your country, y<*u wifr observe her laws, aimd 
her statutes, whidh are framed to p^mote a#f id 
perpetttate her Welfart. BeBete, aird forgive i»e," 
a gambH^, Fying, drunken or sWeariiirg pafrfofi^ur- 
asr great a coiuradrction, ai» a drssbhite, twearrr^ or' 
druukeu Chri^tiOT J though in the practical 'e^F- 
matioDcif the two characters, mauldndhave inaSe^ 
a wide diflerence. The hypocritical' prctensibng- 
of the patriot are too oflen sticcessftiHy phyed' <^ 
while tho^e of the pretended ChrtstiaQ are ihtre 
lo eicctude bim from the eharacter. 

It is readily ackoowle^ed, that inunoraf mat 
often render essentrat service to thehr countrfi. 
Some of the most worthless and proffigate of th^ 
hmnan race, h^ve been the honoured mstruzbelitt 
in the hands, of Providence of procuving ,the great- 
est nralionaf bfessings. Renry the eigfatir, and 
the DiUce qC Marlborough, contributed einineofiy^ 
by their actions to the glory and preservation oi 
the EShglfth nation ; but nobody ever aupposeif' 
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iliey were influenced hy a lore of their ceuntry. 
Caprice, promotion, or the whistling of a name^ 
liave given birth to the greatest achievements re* 
corded in historj. What would jou think of a 
man who, in Ihe verj act of conferring a favour on 
an acquaintance, should inflict the most deadly^ 
wounds on hia person ? — Would you believe he 
had any affection for his murdered friend ? — ^YpQ 
oertainlj would not* Just so much true patriot- 
ism has that man who, by his vices, is daily dif« 
fusii^ throi^fa society the most mali^iant poison^ 
mnd at the same time, from pride t>r aome other 
Biotive^ perfectly compatible with a heart dead to 
every sentiment of public virtue, is occasionalhr 
performing an act that redounds to his country 9 

welfare.  .M^ 

The true notion of patriotiam, is a princijH of 
ribtedience to tiie laws of God, and of our country, 
manifesting itself in the discharge of our religious^ 
moral, and social duties. — This is substantial pa* 
trmtism, within the reach of every man, high 
and low, rich and poor, and that does not evapo- 
rate in empty noise about the Rights of Man, Of 
the Virtue of Federalism*. 



The Price t>f a Victory. 

GOOD news! great news ! glorious news ! cried 
young Oswald, as he entered his father's house. 
We have obtained a great victory, and have killed 
I don't know how many thousands of the enemy ; 
and we are to have bonfires and illuminations i 

17 
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And lo, said hiir father, y4>u think that kiQitig 
vany thousands of human creatures is. a thing 
te be very glad about ? .^ . ^ 

OSWALD. \^ 

. No— I do not think so, neither ; but surely it 
is right to be glad that our country has gained a 
great -advantage. 

VATHBR. 

No doubt it IS right to wish well to our country^ 
as far as its prosperity can be promoted without 
injuring the rest of mankind. But wars are very 
seldom to the real advantage of any nation ; and 
when they are ever so useful or necessary, 90^ 
many dreadful evils attend them, that a hilffl4ne 
man will scarcely rejoice in them) if he considefu 
AJLon the subject. 

' ^ OSWALD. 

Bet if our en^nies would do us a great deal.of 
mischief, and we prevent it by beating them^ bav^ 
not We a right lo be glad of it ? 

' Alas ! we are in general incompetent judged 
wiiich of the parties has the most mischievous in* 
tentions. Commonly they are both in the wrongs 
and success will make both of them unjust and un* 
reasonable. But putting that out of the questicm» he 
who rejoices in the event of a battle, rejoices in 
tibe misery of many thousands of his species ; 
and the thought of^tbat should make him pause ^ 
little. Suppose a surgeon were to come With ^ 
smiling countenance, and tell us triumphantly that 
he bad cut off half a dozen legs to day-^what 
would you think of him ? 

OSWALD. 

I should think himsirery hard-hearted. 
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FATHER. 

Abd^et those operations are done for the 
benefit of the sufferers,, and by their owd desire. 
But in a battle, the probabilitj is, that none of 
fliose engaged on either side have anj interest at 
alt in thft cause thej are fighting for, and most of 
them come there becaiMe thej cannot help it. la 
this battle that you are so rejoiced about, ther^ 
ha^e been ten thousand noen killed upon the spot, 
and nearljr as many wounded. ' 

OSWALD. 

^ On both sides. 

» FATHER. 

Y«f*-but they are men on both sides. Coa» 
iiidor now, that the ten tboussmd sent out of th# 
world in this morning's work, though they ire 
past feeling themselves, hare left probably two 
persons each, on an average, to lament their lOBs, 
^Ub§r parents, wives, or childrea. Here are then 
twenty thousand people made unhaj^y at one: 
stroke on their account. This, however, is hardly 
Bo dreadful to think of as the condition of th« 
wounded. At the moment we are talking, eight 
or ten thousand more are lying in agony, torn witb 
shot or gashed with cuts, their wounds fester* 
i|ig„.6ome hourly to die a most excruciating death, 
othei^ to linger in torture weeks and mo^hs, and 
many doomed to drs^ on a miserable existence 
for the rest of their lives, with diseased and ma* 
iilated bodies. 

OBWAIiD. 

«. This is shocking to think of, indeed ! j 

FATHERv 

When you light your candles, then, this even- 
ing) think rvhai they Q9st. « . 
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Master and Slave. 

MASTER. •' ' 

r NOW, yWhm ! what have you to say for this ee- 
eond attempt to run away ? I« ther^ any ponlBb-- 
metii that yo«* do-not deserve ? 

SLAVE. '< 

I well know that notbiag I can say will av«ti^ 
I submit to my fate. 

MASTER. '  ' ' ^' 

But are you not a base feUow, a hardened and 
UBgratefid rascal? ^ 

SLAVE. 

' I am a sbve. That is ansirer enough* '* 

MASTER. 

I am not content with that answer. I thought 
I discerned in you some tpkens of ammd i^uperior 
to your condition. I treated you accordingly.' 
You have been comfortably fed and lodged, ae^ 
overworked, and attended with the most humane 
care when you were sick. And is this the re« 
turn? 

SLAVE. 

Shice you condescend to talk with me as maiy 
to man, I will reply. What have you done, what^ 
oan you do for me, that will compensate for the 
liberty which you have taken away 7 

MASTER. 

I did not take it away. You was a slave whcBr 
I fairly purchased you. 

SLAVE. 

Did I give my consent to the purchase ? 

MASTER. 

You had no consent to gire. Yon had already^ 
lost the. right of disposing of yourself. 
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SLAVE* 

I had lost the f^mer, but haw the right 7 | was 
treacherously kidnapped in my own countr^i whea 
following an honest occupation.' I was put i^ 
chains, sold to one of your countrymen, carried 
by force on board his ship, brought hither, and 
exposed to sale like a beast in the market, where 
yoH tHHight me. What step in all this progress 
of violence and injustice can give a right ? Waf 
it in the villain who stole me, in the slave mer- 
chant who tempted him to do so, or in you who 
encouraged the slave merchant to bring his cargo 
of humao cattle to cultivate your lands i 

It is in the order of Providence that one mn 
riioiild become subservient to another. It evet 
has been so, and ever will be* I found the cus* 
t<Mas, and did oot make it. 

SJUAV£. 

You cannot but be sensible, that tlie robbet 
trho puts a piitol to your brast may make just th^ 
same plea. Providence giv^ him^ a power ovef 
y€Hir life and properly ; it gave my enemkts a 
power over my liberty. But it has also giveo me 
iegs to escape, with ; and what should prevent m^ 
from using them ? Nay what should restrain me 
from retaliating the wrongs I have suffered if a 
fiftvoarable occasion should (^t i 

MASTSK. 

Gratitude, I repeat, — ^gratitude I Have I not 
endeavoured ever since I possessed you to alle* 
viate yoar misfortunes by kind treatment, and 
does that confer no obligation I Consider how 
much worse your condttion might have been uo* 
der another master* 

17* 
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8LATE. 

' Tea have done nothing for me more than ^or 
your leorking cattle. Are they not welt fed and 
lemied ? do jou work them harder than youm 
alavea ? Is not the rule of treating both, only your 
own advantage? You treat both your men ^md 
beast Bkyes better Ihan-soDie of your neighbours^ 
fcecause you are oioFe prudent and wealthy than. 
&ey> 

You might add, more humane toe. - :' 

Humane ! Does it deserve that appellation t9 
keep your fellow-men in forced subjection, depriv* 
ed of all exercise of their free-will, liable to aU the 
injuries that your own caprice, or the brutalky)ftf 
your everseers, may hjsap on them, and devoted 
soul and body, only to your pleasure and eraofai' 
ment ? Can gratitude take place between creatures 
in such a state, and the tyrant who holds them in 
it ? Look at these limbs — are they not those of 
a man I think (hat ( have the spirit of a man, too ! 

MASTER*. 

But it was my intentionnot only to make yetir 
life tolerably comfortable at present, but to pro- 
vide for yovi in your old age. 

Sl^AVE. 

Alas ! is a life like mine, torn from county, 
friends, and all I held dear, and compelled to toil 
trader the burning sun for a master, worth think- 
ing about for old age ? No-~the sooner it endSj 
the sooner I shalt^ obtain that relief for which- my 
soul pants. 

MASTEft. 

Is it possible, then, to hold yottby ajiy ties bu4 
those of constraint and severity ? 
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SLATE. 

. It is impossible to make one who has feittbe 
vslae of freedom^.acquiesce in being a slave* 

MASTEU. 

Buppose r were to restore joa to jnoar liberty; 
ifould you reckon that a favour? 

SLAVE.' • • 

- 7begreatest : for although it would be only nn^ 
doing a wrong, I know too well how few among 
inankind are capable of sacrificing interest to jus* 
lice, not to prize the exertion wh^n it is made.< 

M ASTSa. 

*. tdo it, then ;*-4>e free-. 

-SLAVE.' 

^ *^I8ow I am indeed your servant^ though not your 
filav^. And, as the first retorn lean make for 

.'^ODr kindness^ I will tell you freely -the condi- 
^ikm lA which you live. ¥ou are surrounded with 
implacable IbeSy who long for a safe, opportunity 

ito revenge apon you ,and the other planters all 

^he miseries they have endured.^ The more gener- 
otts their natures, ttee mere indignant they feel 
sigsanst that cruel injustice which has dragged 
them hither, and doomed them to perpetual ser- 
vitude. You eat>rely^n no kindness on your part 
to ^often the obdtiraey of their resentment. You 
have reduced them to the state of brute beasts ; 

^ and if «they have not the stupidity of beasts of bur- 
den, they tnust haVe the ferocity of beasts of 
yrey. Superior force dione can give you securi- 
ty- As soon as that fails, you are at the mercy 
of the merciless. Such is the sooial bond bet wen* 
master and slave ! 
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iTht tno Rohhtri. '"' 

ALEXANDER THE GREAT* 

WHAT i art thou the Thracian robber,, of 
whose exploits 1 have heard so much ? 

ROBBER. t 

I am a Thracian, and a boldier. , , 

ALEXAKOER. 

A solciier !— ^ thiei, a plunderer, an assassin ; 
the pest of the counirj ! I could honour tbj eou^ 
rage, but I must detest and punish thy crimes. 

ROBBEB* 

What have I done, of which you canconqjd^?. 

AI^EXAHDER. 

Hast thou not set at defiance mj authority ^ 
Yioiated the public peace, and passed thy life im, 
injuring th,e persons aAd properties of thy fello#; 
Sjubjects ? . * :. 

ROBBSB* 

Alexander, I am your captive ; I must btar^ 
what you please to say, and endure what jfoik- 
please to ia&ict. But my soul is onconquered |, 
and li 1 reply at all to your reproaches, 1 will re»» 
pty like a tree mam> 

ALSXAlfrPER. 

Sfieak freely. Far be it from me to take the 
Advantage of my power, 4o sdence those with^ 
whom I deign to converse. 

ROBBER. 

• I mast then answer your qeestion by another. 
How have yon passed your life ? 

ALEXANDER. 

Like a hero. Ask Fame, and she wiH tell thee. 
Among the brave, 1 haye been the bravest : among 



myrereigMi, the nobleBt: among eenquertHT} the 
HiightieBt* 

ROBBBR. 

And dees not fame speak of me, toof Wat 
thferc ever a bolder t;aptain of a more valiant band! 
Was ihere ever — But I scorn to boast. YoU) 
yonrsetf know that I have not been easily sub- 
dued. 

ALBXANDKR. 

StiH what art thou but a robber-*-a base, dis- 
hi^nest robber ? 

ROBBER. 

And what is a conqueror ? Have not yon, toe^ 
gone about the earth like an evil genius, blastmg 
the faiip fruits of peace and industry ; plundering^ 
avagif^, kilting without law, withouf justice^^ 
Merely to gratify an insatiable lust for dominion t 
AH that I have done to a sin^e district with a 
hundred followers, you have done to whole na- 
tions^ with a hundred thousand. If I have strip- 
ps^iiydividuals, yon have ruined kings and prin- 
ces* If I haveburaed a few hamlets, you hav^ 
desobted the most flourishing kingdoms and cities 
of the earth. What is then the difFerence, but 
that as you were born a king, and I a pivate man, 
you have been able to become a mightier robber 
than If 

ALBXANDER'. 

But if I have taken like a king, I have given^ 
like a King. If 1 have subverted empires, I have 
founded greater. I have cherished arts*, commerce, - 
and philosophy. 

ROBBER. 

I, too, have freely given to the poor, what I 
look from the rich. I have established order and 
disoipline among the most ferocious of mankind |L 
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and htve •tretehed out my protecting arm o^w 
the oppressed. I know, indeed, little oC the phi* 
losoph/ you talk of ; but I believe neUher yon nop 
i shall ever atone to the world, for the mischier 
we have done it* 

Leave me— Take oflT his chains, and use hma 
well. — Are wfe then so much alike ? — Alexander 
to a robber ? — Let me reflect 



Fernando Cortes and WtUicim Pwn. 

. CORTSZ. 

IS it possible, WiHiam Penn, that yon shonldf 
seriously compari? your glory with rnine^ The 
planterof a smalicoloiiy in North America pre*^ 
sume to vie with the conqueror of the great Mexi- 
can empire ! 

Peitr. 

Friend, I pretend to no glory— the Lord pW5- 
•erve me from it.; — All glory is his ; — but this i 
say, jthat I was his instrument in a more giorioiiff 
work than that performed by thee : incompara** 
hly more glorious. 

Cortes. 

Dost thou not know, William Penn, that with 
less than six hundred Spanish foot, eighteen borse^ 
and a few small pieces of eaomm, I fought and de- 
feated innumerable armies of very brave men, de<- 
thronedan emperor who had been raised to the 
throne by his valour, and excelled ail his ooua- 
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tigfrnen in the science of war, as much as they 
excelled air the rest of the West-lDtiian nations t 
that I made him my prisoner id his own capital ; 
an^, after he had beeo deposed asd 'slain by hia 
subjects, vanquished and took Goatimozin, hia 
successor, and accomplished my conquest of the 
whole £mpire of Mexico, which I loyally annex- 
ed to the Spanish crown ? Dost thou not know^ 
that, in doing these wonderful acts, 1 shewed aa 
teuch courage as Alexander the great, as much 
prudence as Csesar ? That, foy my policy, I rang* 
ed under mj ba6ner the powerful commonweallhs 
of Tlascala, and brought them to assist me in sub* 
duing the Mexicans, though with the loss of their 
own beloved independence 7. and that, to consum- 
mate my glory, when the governor of Cuba, 
Telasque;^ would have taken my command from 
fiae, and sacrificed me to his^nvy and jealousy, 1 
draw from him all his forces and joined them- to 
tnf own, shewing myself as superior to all other 
Spaniards as I was to the Indians i 

Pbuk. 
I know very well that thou wast as fierce as a 
iion, and as subtile as a serpent. The Deri), 
perhaps, may place thee as hi^ in hb bbck list 
of Heroes as Alexai^er or Ciesaff. It is not my 
business to interfere with hw in settling thy rank. 
But hark thee, friend Cortes^'^What right hadst 
thou, 'or had the king of Spain himself, to the 
Mexican Em{Hre I Answer me that, if thou canst. 

COIITSZ* 

The pope gave it to my master. 

Vwmn. 
 But suppose the high priest of Mexico ha^ tak- 
en it into his head to give Spain to Montesuma, 
Would bis grant have been good ? 
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CofiTfiZ. 

These are questions of casuistry^ which it is m^t 
ihe business of a soldier to decide. We leave 
tlmt to gownsmen. But praj, Mr. Penn, wjhat 
right had you to the proyince jou settled i 

PeN5. 

An honest right of fair purchase. We gave the 
aatives some things they wantedi and they m 
return gave us lands they did not want. All 
was amicably agreed on, uot a drop of bloodshed 
to stain our acquisition. 

CoRT£Z« 

I am afraid tl^re was a little fraud in the pur* 
ohase. Thy followers> William Penn* are said 
to think cheating in a quiet and sober way UQBior* 
tal sin. 

P£NN> 

The righteous are aJways calunmiated by the 
ungodly. It was a sight which an angel ocMght 
contemplate with delight) to behold the colony I 
settled ! To see us living with the Indtaas like ia? 
nocent lambs, and taming the ferocity of their bar* 
barous maimers by the gentleness^of ours ? To see 
the whole <;oun try, which before was an unculti- 
VsJted wilderness, rendered as fertile and fair as 
ti garden 1 O Fernando Cortex,. Fernando CortesJ 
didst thou leave the great entire of Blexico ia 
that state ? No, fhou faadst turned those delight- 
ful a^d populous regions into a desert, a desert 
flooded with blood. Dost thou not remember that 
most disgraceful scene, when the noble emperor 
Gautimozin was stretched out by thy soldiers 
upon hot burning coals, to make him discover in- 
to what part of the lake of Mexico he had thrown 
the royal trea»ires ? Are not his groans ever sound- 
ing in the ears of thy conscience i Do not they 



rend iky bard beart, and strike thee with mtftt 
fiorror than the yells of the furies ! 

Alas i I was^ fiot present when that dire aet Wai 
committed. Had I been there I shonld have bt* 
bidden it. My nature was mild. 

Thou wast the captain of that band of robbers, 
who did this horrid deed. The adrantage Ihejr 
Ifad drawn from thy counsels and conduet enabled 
diem to commit it : and thy skill saved them af*> 
terwards from the vengeance that Was due to so 
enormous a crime. The enraged MeiCicsns would 
haVe properly punrshed them for it, if they haid 
mklbad thee for their general. 

€0RTS2. 

The saints I find can rail, William Penn. But 
how do you hope to preserve this admirable xoio* 
ny which yoif have settled ? Your people, yim 
tell me, live like innocent Iambs. Are there no 
wolves in North America fcf derdur* those lambs? 
And if the Americans should continue in perpet^ 
Hal peace with all your successors fhcre> foreign* 
ers will not. Are the inhabitants of Pcnneylvai- 
liia to make war against them with prayers and 
preaching ? If so, that garden which you say yon 
have planted, will undoubtedly be their prey, 
and they will tak^ from you yotir property, youf 
laws and yom religion. 

The Lord^s will be done. The Lord will de- 
fend us against the rage of our enemiegi, if it be his 
gdod pleasure* 

CoRrrE!8. 

b this the wisdom* of a great legislator! I have 
l&eardf some of yotfr ^oonttymen compare yoU to 
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Solon ! Did Solon, think jou, give laws to a, p^Or 
pie, and leave those laws and that people at ihq 
. mercy of every invader ? The first business of 
a legislator is to provide a military strength that 
may defend the whole system. If a house is built 
in a land of robbers, without a gate to shut, or a 
bolt or bar to secure it, what avails it how commo- 
dious it may be, or how well proportioned the ar- 
chitecture i Is it richly furnished within ? the 
more it will tempt the hands of violence and of 
rapine to seize its wealth* The world, WiUiam 
J'enn, is all a land of robbers. Any state or com- 
monwealth erected therein must be well fenced 
and secured by good military institutions ; or, the 
happier it is in all other respects, the greater will 
be its danger, the more speedy its destruction. 
Perhaps the neighbouring English <?olonies may 
for a while protect yours : but that precarious se- 
curity cannot ali^ays preserve you. Your plan 
of government must be changed, or your colony 
will be lost. What I have said is also applicable 
to Great Britain itself. If an increase of its wealth 
be not accompanied with an increase of its force^ 
that wealth will become the prey of some of the 
neighbouring nations, in which the martial spirit 
is more prevalent than the commercial* And 
whatever praise may be due to its civil institutions, 
if they are not guarded by a wise system of mili- 
tary policy, they will be found of no value, being 
unable to prevent their own dissolution. 

Penh. 
These are suggestions of human wisdom. The 
doctrines I held were inspired ; they came from 
above* 

CoRTEZ« 

It is blasphemy to say, that any folly could 
come from the fountain of wisdom. Whatever is 
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inconsistent with the great laws of Dature» and with 
tbe necessary state of human society,-cannot pos- 
sibly have been inspired by God. Self defence 
is as necessary to nations an to men. And shall 
particulars have a right which nations have not ? 
Xpue religion, Willjam Penn, is the perfection of 
reason. Fanaticism is the disgrace, the destruction 
of reason. 

PENIf. 

Though what thou- sayest should be true, it 
does not come well from thj mouth. A Papist 
talk of reason ! Goto the inqusition, and tell them of 
reason and the great laws of nature. They will 
broil thee, as ihj soldiers broiled the unhappy 
Guatimoasin.^ Why dosf thou turn pale ? Is it the 
name of the inquisitioDy or the name of Guatimo' 
zin, that troubles and affrights thee? O wretched 
man ! , Tremble and shake when thou thinkest, 
that every murder the inquisitors have committed, 
every torture they have inflicted ou the innocent 
Tndians, is originally owing to thee. Thou must 
answer to God for all their inhnmanny, for all their 
jjij.Tistice. What wouldst thou give to part withr 
the renown of thy conquests, and to have a pure 
and undisturbed conscience T 

GORTEZ. 

I feel the force of thy words. They pFerce me 
like daggers. I can never, never be happy, while 
I. retaiaany memory of the ills I have caused ! 
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On Creation and Providenee. 

LORD, when my rapturM thought suvreyu 

Creation's beauties o^etf 
All nature joins to teach tb j praise^ 

And bid my soul adore* 

Where'er I turn my gazing eyes, 

Thy radiant footsteps shine ; 
Ten thousand pleasing wonders rise^ 

And speak their source divine. 

The living tribes of countless forms^ 

In earth, and sea, and air ; 
The meanest flies, the smaiiest worms. 

Almighty pow'r declare. 

All rose to life at thy command. 

And waittheir daily food 
From thy (nHernal, bounteous hand, 

Exhaustless spring of good. 

The meads, array'd in smiling green, 
With wholesome herbage crown'd ; 

The fields with corn, a richer scene, 
Spread thy full bounties round. 

The fruitful tree, the blooming flow'r. 

In varied charms appear ; 
Their varied charms display thy pow'r, 

Thy goodness all declare. 

The sun's productive, quick'ning beams 
^ The growing verdure spread ; 
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jRefreshiiig rains and cooling streamfl 
His gentle influence aid* 

The moon and stars his absent light 

Supply with borrow'd rays, 
And deck the sable veil of night, 

And speak their Maker's praise. 

Thy wisdom, pow'r, and goodness. Lord, 

in all thy works appear : 
And O let man thy praise record ; 

Man, thy distinguish'd care. 

From thee the breath of life he drew ; 

That breath thy power maintains ; 
Thy tender mercy ever new, 

Uis brittle frame sustains* 

Tet nobler favours claim his praise, 

Of reason's light possest ; 
By revelation's brighter rays 

Still more divinely blest. ^ 

Thy providence, his constant guard 
When threat'ning woes impend, 

Ot will th' impending dangers ward,- 
Or timely succours lend. 



Religion^ 

RELTG(ON ! oh thou cherub heavenly bright i 
Of joys undiiiLt, and fathomless delight \ 
Thou, thou art all; nor find I in the. whole 
Creation aught, but God and my own soul. 
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Thy forcfi akm«i Mligio«> death dwriif, '" 

Breaks all his darts, md every vipe? cbariaa. 
Soflen'd by thee, the grisly form appears 
No more the horrid object of our fears* 
We, undismay'd, this awful power obey, 
That guides us through the safe tho' gloomy way; 
Which leads to life, and to the bleat abode» 
Where ravished minds enjoy, what here thej^^ 
own'd, a God. -i 

We grant, a train of mischiefs ott pr^eeds 
From superstitious rites and penal creeds ; 
But view religion in her native charm3. 
Dispersing blessings with indulgent arms, 
From herfair eyes what heavenly rays are spread t 
What blooming joys smile round her blissful head ! 
Offspring divine ! by thee we bless the cause. 
Who form'd the world, and rules it by his laws ; 
His indepedent being we adore, 
Extol his goodness, and revere his pow'r. 
Our wond'ring eyes his high perfections view. 
The lofty conletnplation we pursue, 
'Till, ravish*dMe the great idea find. 
Shining in brignt impressions on our mind. 

Tnspir*d by thee, guest of celestial race, 
With generous love we human kind embrace ; 
We provocations unprovokM receive. 
Patient of wrong, and easy to forgive ; 
Protect the orphan, plead the widow's cause. 
Nor deviate from the line unerring justice draws* 

Thy lustre, blest effulgence ! can dispel 
The clouds of error, and the glooms of heU ; 
Can to the soul impart ethereal light. 
Give life divine, and Intellectual sight : 
Before our ravished eyes thy beams display 
The opening scenes of bliss, and endiese day ; 



209 

By iriitch ]iicifed» we with ardour rlM, 
Scorn tills inferior ball, and claiai Ihe skie»* 

Tyrants to thee a change of nature owe, 
Dismiss their tortarea, and indulgent grow. 
Ambitious conquerors, in their mad career, 
Ciieck'd by thy voice, lay down the sword and 

spear. 
TRhe botdest champions of impiety, 
Scornful of heav'n, subduM or won by thee. 
Before thy hallowed altars bend their knee. 
Loose wits, made wise, a public good become. 
The sous of pride an humble mien assume^ 
The profligate in morals grow severe, 
Defrauders just, and sycophants sincere* 



Rich and Poor ^ 

THEKE i. yon h.«» U... hof. U,e p.H.h 

poor. 
Whose walls of mud scarce bear the broken door ; 
There where the putrid vapours flagging play, 
And the dull wheel hums doleful through the day : 
There children dwell, who know no parents' care, 
Parents, who know no children's love, dwell there ; 
Heart-broken matrons on their joyless bed, 
Forsaken wives^ and mothers never wed ; 
Dejected widows witfa unheedexi tears. 
And crippled age, with.more than childhood fear&I 
The lame, the blind — and, far the happiest they ! 
The moping idiot and the madman gay. 
Here too the suck their fiaal doom receive^ 
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Here brought, amid the scenes of grief, to grieve ; 
IV here the loud/ groans from some sad chamber 

flow, 
Mixt with the clamours of the crowd below ; 
Here, sorrowing, they each kindred sorrow scan. 
And the cold charities of man to man : 
Whose laws indeed for ruin'd age provide. 
And strong dompulsion plucks the scrap front 

Pride ; 
But still that scrap is bought with^ many a sigfa. 
And Pride imbitters what it can't deny. 

Say .ye, opprest by some fantastic woes, 
Some jarring nerve that baffles your repose ; 
Who press the downy couch, whiles slaves advance 
With timid eye, to read the distant glance ; 
Who with sad pray'rs the weary doctor tease. 
To name the nameless, ever new disease f 
Who with mock patience dire complaints endure. 
Which real pain and that alone can cure ; 
How would ye bear in real pain to lie, 
Despis'd, neglected, left jJone to die ? 
How would yiM bear to draw your latest breath, 
Where all that's wretched paves the way for 
death ? 

Such is Ihat room which one rude beam divides. 
And naked rafters form the sloping sides ; 
Where the vile bands that bind the thatch are seen, 
And lath and mud are all that lie between. 
Save one dull pane, that, coarsely patched, give& 

. way, 
To the rude tempest, yet excludes the day : 
Here, on amatfed flock, with dust o'erspread, 
The drooping wretch reclines his languid head ; 
For him no hand the cordial cup applies. 
Nor wipes ihe tear that stagnates in his eyes ; 
JNo friend>8 with soft discourse his pain beguilej 
Nor promise hope till sickness weai'S a smile* 
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77ie Christian Race. 

AWAKE) my soul, Btretch ev*ry nerre, 

And press with vigour oo : 
Aheav'niy race demands thy zeal, 

And an inunorta] crown* 

A cloud of witnesses around, 

Hold tjbee in full survey : 
Forget the steps already trod^ 

And onward urge thy way. 

'^Tis God's all-^aniniating voice. 

That calls thee from on high ; 
'Tis his own hand presents the prize 
. To thine aspiring eye : 

That prize with peerless glories bright, 

Which shall new lustre boast, 
When victors' wreaths^ and mo^cha' gems. 

Shall blend in common dust; 

My soul, with sacred ardour fir'd, 

The glorious prize pursue ; 
And meet with joy the high command. 

To bid this earth adieu. 



On Friendship. 

HOW fondly those mistake who seek for joys. 
In crowds, and mirth, and never ceasing nois^e : 
Their mirth, how empty! and theirjoys how vain f 
Beflection ever flies the languid train. 
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Stunn'd with the din, thought ftickens ; and the 

mind 
No true delight, no taste of bliss can find. ' 

Alike they err, who leave the world to dwell 
With gloomy sadness io a lonely cell : 
Heavy and dull, the joyless hours move on,- 
To ail the sweets of social life unknown. 

If pleasure smiles sincere below the skies^ 
That pleasure must from sacred friendship rise; 
Of ail which animates the human frame, 
The noblest ardour, and the purest flame : 
Otfspring of heav'n ! — there friendship all refia'd^ 
Immortal glows in each seraphic mind : 
Mix'd with the streams of bliss forever flows, 
Nor change, decay, nor interruption knows : 
A glorious native of the realm of love^ 
And only, in perfection, known above ; 
Tet is the blessing, by indulgent Heav'n, 
Thougl^in a less degree, to mortals giv'n : 
Its pleasing pow'r by Providence designed 
To soften human cares, and mend the mind ; 
To calm our passions by its gentle sway^ 
And bid them reason's sacred laws obey. 
Friendshrp can offen o'er the heart prevail,. 
When philosophic rules and maxims fail : 
It turns to mutual tenderness the thought. 
And views with kind indulgence ev^ry fault* 
And where corrosives ought to be apply'd^ 
Tl:e gentle hand soft love and pity guide : 
While each can bear reproof, and each reprove^ 
(All proud resentment lost in grateful love,) 
Point out each fault, and blame, yet not oSend, 
And free from nauseous flatt'ry, can commend^ 
To merit its proportipn'd honours raise ; 
Alike exact the oensure and the praise. 
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Friendship Gomraatiicates our jojs and paias^ 
And in each breast rejoices, or complains ; 
Divides our weight of wo, relieves our cares. 
And ev'ry pleasure heightens, as it shares. 

While sacred virtue lights the Holy fire, 
'By time uninjured, it will ne'^ expire : 
No force 'of rough adversity can part. 
Can tear^the gen'rous passion from the heart. 

O friendship, what sincere delights are thine ! 
Fair miniature of happiness divine ; 
Propitiou?) pleasing, heav'n-descended guest, 
Who only with the virtuous canst rest : 
May thy kind influence smooth my path of life, 
Still calm and peaceful, free from noisy strife, 
Be virtue, sweet content, and friendship mine, 
 I at my humble lot will ne'er repine. 
From these alone more real pleasures flow. 
Than the gay round of mirth and gaudy show, 
Or all the charms of greatness can bestow. 



A Funeral Hymn. 

WHILE to the grave our friends are borne, 

Around their cold remains. 
How all the tender passions mourn. 

And each fond heart complains ! 

But down to «arth, alas, in vain 

We bend our weeping eyes ; 
Ah ! l<^t ii» leave these seats of pain^ 

And upward learn to rise* 



Hope cheerful smiles amid the gloom, 

And beams a healing ray, 
And guides us from the dar^same tomb. 

To realms of endless day. 

Jesus, who lett his blest abode, 

(Amazing grace*!) to die, 
Mark'd, when he rose, the shining rOad 

To his bright courts on high. 

To those bright courts, When hope «icends, 

The tears forget to flow ; 
Hope views our absent happy friends, 

And calms the swelling wo. 

Then let our hearts repine no morey 

That earthly comfort dies. 
But lasting happiness expbre, 

And ask it from the skies. 



Trust in the Goodness of Gad. 

WHY, O my soul, why thus depresf, 
And whence this anxious fear ? 

Let former favours fix thy trust, 
And check the rising tear. 

When darkness and when sorrows rose, 

And pressed on every side, 
Did not the Lord sustain thy steps. 

And was not Gk>d thy guide 1 



215 

s 

Affliction is a stormj deep. 

Where wave resounds to wave : 

Though o'er my head the billoifs roll, 
I know the Lord can save. 

Perhaps before the mcnrniog dawns. 

He'll reinstate my peace ; 
For he who bade the tempest roar^ 

Can bid the tempest cease. 

In the dark watches of the night, 
I'll count his mercies o^er : 

I'll praise him for ten thousand past, 
And humblj sue for more. 

T?hen, O my soul, why thus deprest, 
And whence this anxious fear ? 

liCt former favours fix thy trust. 
And check the rising tear. 

Here will I rest, and build my hopes, 

Nor murmur at his rod ; 
He's more than all the world to me, 

My health; my life, my God. 



Happiness. • 

O HAPPINESS, by all admir'd, pursu'd, 
How oft defin'd, how seldom understood. 
And always at a painful distance view'd ! 

Thy charms, alluring, in fair prospect rise ; 
They court our eager arms and longing eyes, 
And prompt our fond desires and restless sighs. 

19 
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If thou art but a dreans an empty name. 

Then why this active pow'r, this quenchless flame, 

By Heav'n implanted i& the human frame ? 

The great Creator, just, and good, and wise, 
The wants of all his creatures well supplies. 
Nor blessings to the lowest rank denies. 

Shall man alone unsatisfy'd remain ? 
Anddoom'd to ceaseless unavailing pain, 
Must ail his ardent wishes rise in varin \ 

No, there is nobler bliss for man design'd, 
A happiness of an immortal kind, 
Wide as his wishes, ample as his mind*^ 

Sarth never can bestow the sov'reign good \ 
The sacred word, unerring, points the road, 
To happiness, to glory, and to God. 

But foolish mortals oft mistake the way, 

In search of btiss on earth, we anxious stray, 

And take a meteor for the lamp of day. 

Phantoms of pleasure rise, and smiling fair. 
They tempt our feet through labyrinths of care, 
Till catching at the prize we grasp the air. 

Almighty Goodness, call our hearts and eyes 
From these dAuding, tempting vanities, 
And upward bid our ardent wishes rise. 

O bid each fatal, fair illusion flee, 

Mark out our path from ev'ry error free. 

And let us seek for bliss, alone in thee. 
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Pride and Humility. 

MARK, how the stately tree disdainful rears 
HU tow'ring head, and mingles with the clouds ; 
But by his fatal height, the more expos'd 
To all the fury of the raging storm : 
His honours fly, <he sport of angry winds ; 
Till the loud blast with direful stroke descends : 
Torn from his basis, low on earth he lies, 
And the hills echo to the sounding fall. 
So pride, with haughty port, defies in vain, 
The force of rough adversity, which rends 
With double violence the stubborn heart. 

But, like a tender plant, humility 
Bends low before the threatening blast unhurt. 
Eludes its rage, and lives through all the storm. 

Pride is the liv'ry of the prince of darkness. 
Worn by his slaves, who glory in their shame ; 
A gaudy dregs, but tarnish'd, rent aod foul, 
And loathsome to the holy eye of Heav'n. 

But sweet humility, a shining robe. 
Bestowed by Heav'n upon its fav'rite sons : 
The robe which Ood approves, and angels wear; 
Fair semblance of the glorious Prince of light. 
Who stoop'd to dwell (divine humility !) 
With sinful worms, and poverty, and scorn. 

Pride is the source of discord, strife, and wajTi 
And all the endlefis train of heavy woes, 
Which wait on wretched man ; the direful sting 
Of envy, and the dreaded frowns of scorn, . 
And gloomy discontent^ and black despair* 
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But sweet humility^ the source of peace. 
Of amity and love, content and joy ; 
Where she resides, a thousand blessings wait. 
To gild our lives, and form a heav*n below. 

Pride leads her wretched votaries to contempt. 
To certain ruin, infamy, and death. 

But sweet humility points out the way 
To happiness, and life, and lasting honours. 

Humility, how glorious ! how divine ! 
Thus cloth'd, and thus enrich'd, O may I shine ; 
Be mine this treasure, this celestial robe. 
And let the sons of pride possess the globe. 



War. 

FIRST Envy, eldest born of hell, imbrued 
Her hands in blood, and taught the sons of men 
Toimake a death which nature never made. 
And God abhorr'd ; with violence rude to break 
The thread of life ere half its length was run. 
And rob a wretched brother of his being ; 
With joy Ambition saw, and soon improved 
The execrable deed; 'Twas not enou«!:h 
By subtle fraud to snatch a single life ; 
Puny impiety ! whole kingdoms fell 
To sate the lust of power: more horrid still. 
The foulest stain and scandal of our nature 
Became its boast. On$ murder makes a villain ; 
Millions a hero. Princes were privileged 
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To kill ; and fluinbers sanctified tbe crime. 

Ah ! why wtil kings forget that they are men ? 

And men that they are brethren ? Why delight 

In human sacrifice ? Why burst the ties 

Of nature, that should knit their souls together 

In one soft bond of amily and love ? 

Yet still they breathe destruction, still go on, 

Inhumanly ingenious, to find out 

New pains for life, new terrors for the grare. 

Artificers of death ! still monarcbs dream 

Of universal empire growing up 

From universal ruin. Blast the design, 

Great God of hosts ! nor let thy creatures fall 

Unpitied victims at Ambition's shrine f 



All Nature attests the Creator, 

HAST thou beheld the glorious Sun, 
Through all the sky his circuit rup, 
At rising morn, at closing day. 
And when he beam'd his noontide ray I 

Say, didst thou e'er attentive view 
The evening cloud, or morning dew ? 
Or, after rain, tJbe wal'ry bow^ 
Rise in the east, a beauteous show ? 

When darkness bad o'erspread the skiesi^ 
Hast thou e'er seen the moon arise ; 
And, with a nriild and piAcirf light, 
Shed lustre o'er the ftce of night ? 

19* 
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Hast thou €*cr wander'd o'er the plain. 
And viewM the field% and waving grain , 
The flowery mead, the leafy grove. 
Where all is melody and love ? 

Hast thou e'er trod the sandy shore. 
And heard the restless ocean roar. 
When, rous'd by some tremendous storm, 
Its billows roll in dreadful form ? 

Hast thou beheld the lightning stream. 
Through night^s dark gloom, with sudden gleam. 
While the bellowing thunder's sound» 
Roll'd rattling through the heavens profound ? 

Hast thou e'er felt the cutting gale. 
The sleety shower, the biting hail f 
Beheld bright snow oWspread the plains ; 
The water, bound in icy chains ? 

Hast thou the various beings seen^ 
That sport along the valley green ; 
That sweetly warble on the spray,* 
Or wanton in the sunny ray ; 

That shoot along the briny deep, 
Or under ground their dwellings keep ; 
That through the gloomy forest range, 
Or frightful wilds, and deserts strange T 

Hast thou the wond'rous scenes surveyed. 
That all around thee are display'd ; 
And hast thou never rais'd thine eyes 
"To HIM who caus*d these scenes to rise i 

*Twas GOD who form'd the concave sky, 
And all the shining orbs on high ; 
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Who gave the various beings birth. 
That people all the spaciom earth. 

'Tis Hfi that bids the tempest rise. 
And rolls the thunder through the skies ;_ 
His voice the elements obey : 
Through all the earth extends his sway. 

His goodness all his creatures share ; 
But MAN is his peculiar care : 
Then^ while they ail proclaim his praise^t 
Let MAK his voice the loudest raise. 



Praise to the Creator. 

PRAISE to God, immortal praise^ 
For the love that crowns our days ; 
Bounteous source of ev'ry joy, 
Ijet thy praise our tongues employ : 

For the blessings of the field. 
For the stores the gardens yield, 
For the vine's exalted juice. 
For the gen'rous olive's use. 

Flocks that whiten all the plain ; 
Yellow sheaves of ripen'd grain ; 
Clouds that drop their fatt'ning dews ;^ 
Suns that temp'rate warmth diffuse; 

All that spring, with bounteous hand^ 
Scatters o'er the smiling land ; 
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All that liberal autumn pours. 
From her rich o'erfiowing stores : 

These to thee, my God, we owe, 
Source from whence all blessii^s flow ; 
And for these my soul shall raise 
Grateful vows, and solemn praise. 

Yet, should rising whirlwinds tear 
From its stem the rip'ning ear ; 
Should the fig-tree's blasted shoot 
Drop her green, untimely fruit ; 

Should the vine put forth no more, 
Nqt the olive yield her store ; 
Though the sickening flock should falV 
And the herds desert the stall ; 

Should thine alterM hand restrain 
The early and the latter rain ; 
Blast each opening bud of joy, 
And the rising year destroy ; 

Yet, to thee my soul shall raise 
Grateful vows and solemn praise j 
And, when ev'ry blessing's flown, 
Love thee — for thyself alone. 



Hymn to Contentment. 

LOVELY, lasting peae« of mind t 
Sweet delight of human kind ! 
Heav'nly born, and bred oh high, 
To crown the fav'ritea of the »ky> 
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With more of happiness below, 
Than victors in a triumph know ! 
Whither, oh whither art thou fled. 
To lay thy meek contented head ? 
What happj region dost thou please 
To make the seat of calms and ease ? 

Ambition searches all its sphere 
Of pomp and state, to meet thee there ; 
Increasing avarice would find 
Thy presence in its gold enshrin'd r 
The bold advent'rer ploughs his way 
Through rocks, amidst the foaming sea. 
To gain thy love ; and then perceives 
Thou wast not in the rocks and waves. 
The silent heart which grief assails, 
Treads soft and lonesome o'er the vale^. 
Sees daisies open, rivers run. 
And seeks (as I have vainly done) 
Amusing thought ; but learn to know 
That solitude's the nurse of wo. 
No real happiness is found 
In trailing purple o'er the ground : 
Or In a soul exalted high. 
To range the circuit of the sky. 
Converse with stars above, and know 
All nature in it forms below : 
The rest it seeks, in seeking dies ; 
And doubts at last for knowledge rise- 
Lovely, lasting peace, appear ; 
This world itself if thou art here, 
Ia once again with Eden blest, 
And man contains it in his breast. 

'Twas thus, as under shade I stood, 
I sung my wishes to the wood, 
And, lost in thought, no more perceiv'd. 
The branches whimper as they wav'd ; 
It seem'd as all the ^uiet place 
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Confessed the presence of the grace ; 
When tbiis she spoke :— ■" Go rule thy will, 
Bid ihy wild passions all be stiil ; . 
Know God, aitd briBg ihy beart to Iehow 
The jojs which frona religion flow ; 
Then ev'ry grace shall prove its guest, 
And I'll he there to crowa the rest. 

Oh i bj yonder mossy seat, 
In my hours of sweet retreat, 
Might i thus my aouI employ, 
Wifh sense of gratitude and joy, 
Rais'd as ancient prophets were, 
In heav'nly viftion, praise, and pray'r ; 
Pleasing all men, hurting none^ 
* Pleas'd and blest with God alone ; 
Then while the gardens take my sight. 
With all the colours of deKght ; 
While silver waters glide along. 
To please my ear, and court my song ; 
I'll lift my voice and tune my string. 
And thee, Great Source of Nature^ sing. 

The sun that walks his airy way^ 
To light the world, and give the day ; 
The moon that shines with borrow'd li^t ; 
The stars that gild the gloomy au;ht j 
The seas that roll unnuuiber'd waves; 
The wood that spreads its shady leaves ; 
The field whose ears conceal the gratn^ 
The yellow treasure of the plain : 
All, all of these, and all 1 see. 
Should be sung, and sung by me : 
They speak their Maker as they can, 
But want and ask the tongue of man. 

Go search among your idle dreamt. 
Your busy or your vain extremes : 
And find a life of equal bliss. 
Or own the next begun ia this* 
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Improvement of Time. 

HE mourns the dead, who lives as they desire. 
Wiierc is that thrift, that avarice ol Time, 
(Blest av'rice!)which the thought of death idspires? 
O time ! thao gold more sacred ; more a load 
Than lead, to fools : and fools reputed wise. 
What moment granted man without account ? 
Whatyears are squandered, wisdom's debt unpaid ! 
Haste, haste, he lies in wait, he's at the door. 
Insidious death; should his strong hand arrest, 
No composition sets the prisoner free. 
Eternity's inexorable chain 
Fast binds ; and vengeance daims the full arrear. 

How late Ishudder'd on the brink ! how late 
Life call'd for her last refuge in despair ! 
For what calls thy disease ? for moral aid : 
Thou think'st it folly to be wise too soon. 
Youth is not rich in time ; it may be poor 5 
Part with it as with money, sparing ; pay 
No moment, but in purchase of its worth : 
And what its worth, ask death-beds, they can tell. 
Fart with it as with life, reluctant ; big 
With holy hope of nobler time to come. 

is this our duty, wisdom, glory, gain ? 
And sport we, like the natives of the bough, 
When vernal suns inspire ? Amusement reigns, 
Man's great demand : to trifle is to live : 
And is it then a trifle too to die ? 
\Vho wants amusement in the flame of battle ? 
Is it not treason to the soul immortal, 
H«r foes in arms, eternity the prize ? 
Will toys amuse, when med'cines cannot cure ? 
When spirits ebb, when life's enchasting scenes 
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Their lustre lose, and lessen in our sight ; 
(As lands, and cities with their glittering spires 
To ihe poor shatter'd bark, by sudden storm 
Thrown off to sea, and soon to perish there ;) 
Will toys amiise ? — No: thrones will then be toySj 
And earth and skies seem dust upon the scale* 

Redeem we time ? — its loss we dearly buy. 
What pleads Lorenzo for his high-priz'd sports ? 
He pleads time's numerous blanks ; he loudly pleads 
The straw-like trifles on life's common stream. 
From whom those blanks and trifles, but from thee ?- 
No blank, no trifle Nature made or meant. 
Virtue, or purposed virtue, still be thine ; 
This cancels thy complaint at once ; this leaires 
In act no trifle, and no blank in time. 
This gf eatens, fills, innnortalizes all : 
This, the blest art of turning all to gold ; 
This, the good heart's prerogative, to raise 
A royal tribute from the poorest hours. 
Immense revenue, ev'ry moment pays i 
If nothing more than purpose in thy pow'r. 
Thy purpose firm is equal to the deed : w 
Who does the best bis circumstance allows. 
Does well, acts nobly : angels could no more* 
Our outward act, indeed, admits restraint ; 
'TiS not in things o'er thought to domineer ; 
Guard well thy thoughts ; our thoughts are heard 
in heav'n. 

On all-important time, through ev'ry age, 
Tho' much, and warm, the wise haveurg'd ; the man 
Is yet unborn, who duly weighs an hour. 
" I've lost a day" — the prince who nobly cried, 
Had been an emperor without his crown. 
He spoke, as if deputed by mankind. 
So should all speak : so reason speaks in all. 
From the soft whispers of that God in man, 
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Why i&f to foHy, mhy to jiatmxy fly, 
For rescue from theJbkssmgs /Kiefidssesg I 
Time, the supreme ! — Time ib eternity ; 
Pregnant with all eternity can give ; 
Pregnant with all that makes archangds «mlle. 
Who murders time, he crushes in the birth 
A pow'r ethereal, only not adorM. 



The Common Lot. 

ONCE in the flight of age? past. 
There lived a man : — and who was m& ? 
— Mortal l howe'er thy lot be cast, 
That Man iresembledTh^e. 

Unknown the region of bis birth, 
The land in which he died uubiown : 
His name hath perish'd from the earth, 
This truth survives-alone :. 

That joy and grief, and hope and fear, 
Alternate triumph'd Hi hisbreatt ; 
His bliss and wo, — a smile, a tear ! 
— Obtivion hides the rest. 

The bounding pulse, the languid limb, 
The changing spirits'.fiseasd fall ; 
We know that these were felt by him, 
For these are felt by all. 

He suffer'd, — but his pangs are o'er ; 
Enjoy'd,— but his delights are fled x 

20 



228 

Had friends,— his frieiMis are now no more ; 
And foes, — his foes are de^d. 

He loved, — but whom he loved, the grave 
Hath lost in its unconscious womb : 
O she was fair ! — but nought could save 
Her beauty from the tomb. 

The roUibg seasons, daj and night, 
Sun, moon and stars, the earth and maiui 
Erewhile his portion, life and light, 
To him exist in vain* 

He saw whatever thou hast seen. 
Encountered all that troubles thee ; 
He was — whatever thou has been ; 
He is — what thou shalt be. 

The clouds and sunbeams o'er his eje 
Thatoncoitheir shades and glory threw, 
Have left in yonder silent sky . 
No vestige where they flew. 

The annals of the human race. 
Their ruins, since the world began. 
Of HIM afford no other trace. 
Than this, — thgre lived a man ! 



Home. 

THERE is a land, of every land the pride, 
Belov'd by Heaven o'er all the world beside : 
Where brighter suns dispense serener light. 
And milder moons imparadise the night ; 
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A land of beauty, virtue, valour, trutby 
Xinae tutor'd age, and love-exalted youth ; 
TThe wandering mariner, whose eye explores 
The wealthiest isles, the most enchanting shores^ 
Views not a realm so bountiful and fair, 
Nor breathes the spirit of a purer air; 
In every clime, the magnet of his soul, 
Touch'd by resemblance, trembles to that pole .; 
For in this land of Heaven's peculiar grace, 
The heritage of nature's nobler race, 
There is a spot of earth supremely blest, 
A dearer sweeter spot than all ihe rest — 
"Where man, creation's tyrant, casts aside 
His sword and sceptre, pageantry and pride. 
While in his softened looks benignly blend 
The sire, the son, the husband, father, friend : 
Here woman reigns ; the mother, daughter, wife, 
Strews with fresh flowers the narrow way of life : 
Around her knees domestick duties meet. 
And fireside pleasures gambol at her feet. 
'*< Where shall that land, that spot (Sf earth be 

found?" 
Art thou a man, a patriot ?• — look around ; 
O, thou shah find, howe'er thy footsteps roam. 
That land thy couwtby, and that spot thy hom£v 



The Victory. 

IT was a summer evening. 
Old Kasper's work was done^ 

And he before his cottage door 
Was sitting in the sun, 
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Hast thou e*cr wanderM o'er the plain, 
And viewed the ficlda> and waving grain j 
The flow'ry mead, the leafy grove. 
Where all is melody and love ? 

Hast thou e'er trod the sandy shore. 
And heard the restless ocean roar, 
When, rous'd by some tremendous storm. 
Its billows roll in dreadful form ? 

Hast thou beheld the lightning stream. 
Through night's dark gloom, with sudden gleam. 
While the bellowing thunder's sounds 
RoU'd rattling through the heavens profound ? 

Hast thou e'er felt the cutting gale. 
The sleety shower, the biting hail ? 
Beheld bright snow overspread the plains ; 
The water, bound in icy chains ? 

Hast thou the various beings seen^ 
That sport along the valley green ; 
That sweetly warble on the spray„ 
Or wanton in the sunny ray ; 

That shoot along the briny deep, 
Or under ground their dwellings keep ; 
That through the gloomy forest range. 
Or frightful wilds, and deserts strange f 

Hast thou the wond'rous scenes survey'd. 
That all around thee are display'd ; 
And hast thou never rais'd thine eyes 
"To HIM who caus*d these scenes to rise I 

*Twas ooD who form'd the concave sky, 
And all the shining orbs on high ; 
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Who gave the variouR beings birth. 
That people all the spaciom earth. 

'Tis HB that bids the tempest rise. 
And rolls the thunder through the skies ; 
His voice the elements obey : 
Through all the earth extends his sway. 

His goodness all his creatures share ; 
But MAN is his peculiar care : 
Then^ while they all proclaim his praise^t 
liet MAN his voice the loudest raise. 



Praise to the Creator. 

PRAISE to God, immortal praise^ 
For the love that crowns our days ; 
Bounteous source of ev'ry joy, 
liet thy praise our tongues employ : 

For the blessings of the field. 
For the stores the gardens yield, 
For the vine's exalted juice. 
For the gen'rous olive's use. 

Flocks that whiten all the plain ; 
Yellow sheaves of ripenM grain ; 
Clouds that drop their fatt'ning dews ; 
Suns that temp rate warmth difiuse; 

All that spring, with bounteous hand,^ 
Scatters o'er the smiling land ; 
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All that liberal autumn pours. 
From her rich o'erfiowiug stores : 

These to thee, my God, we owe, 
Source from whence all blessti^s flow ; 
And for these my soul ahali raise 
Grateful vows, and solemn praise. 

Yet, should rising whirlwinds tear 
From its stem the rip'ning ear ; 
Should the fig-tree's blasted shoot 
Drop her green, untimely fruit ; 

Should the vine put forth no more, 
Npi' the olive yield her store ; 
Though the sickening flock should falV 
And the herds desert the stall ; 

Should thine alterM hand restrain 
The early and the latter rain ; 
Blast each opening bud of joy. 
And the rising year destroy ; 

Yet, to thee my soul shall raise 
Grateful vows and solemn praise ; 
And, when ev'ry blessing's flown. 
Love thee— for thyself alone. 



Hymn to Cmtentment 

LOVELY, lasting peace of mind t 
Sweet delight of human kind ! 
Heav'nly born, and bred oh high, 
To crown the fav'rites of the sky. 
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With mpre of happiness below. 
Than victors in a triumph know i 
Whither, oh whither art thou fled. 
To lay thy meek contented head ? 
What happy region dost thoa please 
To make the seat of calms and ease ? 

Ambition searches all its sphere 
Of pomp and state, to meet thee there ; 
Increasing avarice would find 
Thy presence in its gold enshrined : 
The bold advent'rer ploughs his way 
Through rocks, amidst the foaming sea. 
To gain thy love ; and then perceives 
Thou wast not in the rocks and waves. 
The silent heart which grief assails, 
Treads soft and lonesome o'er the vale9. 
Sees daisies open, rivers run. 
And seeks (as I have vainly done) 
Amusing thought ; but learn to know 
That solitude's the nurse of wo. 
No real happiness is found 
In trailing purple o'er the ground : 
Or in a soul exalted high, 
To range the circuit of the sky. 
Converse with stars above, and know 
All nature in it forms below : 
The rest it seeks, in seeking dies ; 
And doubts at last for knowledge rise. 

Lovely, lasting peace, appear 5 
This world itself if thou art here, 
Ir) once again with Eden blest. 
And man contains it in his breast. 

'Twas thus, as under shade I stood, 
I sung my wishes to the wood. 
And, lost in thought, no more perceiv'd. 
The branches whimper as they wav'd : 
It seem'd as all the -quiet place 
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Confess'd the preseaceof the grace ; 
When thus she spoke : — " Go rule thy will, 
Bid Uiy wild pas&ioris all be stUI; 
Know God, and bring thv heart to know 
The joys which from religion flow ; 
Then ev'ry gi'ace shall prove i^s guest, 
And I'll he there to crow a the rest. 

Oh i by yonder mossy seat, 
In my hours of sweet retreat, 
Might i thus my Aoul employ, 
With sense of gratitude and joy, 
Rais'd as ancient prophets were, 
In heav'nly vision, praise, and pray'r ; 
Pleasing all men, hurting none^ 
Pleas'd and blest with God alone ; 
Then while the gardens take my sights 
With all the colours of deKght ; 
While silver waters glide along. 
To please my ear, and court my song ; 
I'll lift my voice and tune ray string, 
And thee, Great Source of Nature, sing. 

The sun that walks his airy way. 
To light the world, and give the day ; 
The moon that shhaeswitfa borrow'dji^t; 
The stars that gild the gloomy night ; 
The seas that roll unnumbered waves; 
The wood that spreads its shady leaves ; 
The field whose ears conceal the grain. 
The yellow treasure of the plain: 
All, all of these, and all 1 see. 
Should be sung, and sung by me : 
They speak their Maker as they can. 
But want and ask the tonsueof man. 

Go search among your idle dreamt, 
Your busy or your vain extremes : 
And find a life of equal bliss. 
Or owa the next begun iu this. 
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Improvement of Time. 

HE mouTDS the dead, who Ht^s as they desire. 
Wfierc is that thrift, that avarice ot Time, 
(Biest av'rice!) which the thought of death inspires? 
O time ! than gold more sacred ; more a load 
Than lead, to fools : and fools reputed wise. 
What moment granted man without account I 
W^iat years are squander'd, wisdom's debt unpaid \ 
Haste, haste, he lies in wait, he's at the door. 
Insidious deathv; should his sti*ong hand arrest, 
No composition sets the prisoner tree. 
Eternity's inexorable chain 
Fast binds ; and vengeance ctaints the full arrear. 

How late Ishndder'd on the brink ! bow late 
Life cail'd Ust her last refuge in despair ! 
For what calls thy disease ? for moral aid : 
Thou think'st it folly to be wise too soon. 
Youth is not rich in time ; it may be poor ; 
Part with it. as with money, sparing ; pay 
No moment, but in purchase of its worth : 
And what its worth, ask death*beds, they can tell. 
Part with it as with life, reluctant ; big 
With holy hope of Bobler time to come. 

Is this our duty, wisdom, glory, gain ? 
And sport we, like the natives of the bough, 
When vernal suns inspire ? Atnus^ment reigns, 
iVlan's great demand : to trifle is to live : 
And is it then a trifle too to die ? 
Who wants amusement in the flame of battle ? 
Is it not treason to the soul iramortaj, 
H^r foes in arms, eternity the prize ? 
Will toys amuse, when med'cines cannot cure ? 
When spirits ebb, when life's enchanting scenes 
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Tfaeir lustre lose, and lessen in our sight ; 
(As lands, and cities with their glittering spires 
To the poor shatter'd bark, by sadden storm 
Thrown off to sea, and soon to perish there ;) 
Will toys amiise ? — No: thrones will then be toj9j 
And earth and skies seem dust upon the scale* 

Redeem we time ? — its loss we dearly buy. 
What pleads Lorenzo for his high-priz'd s^rte ? 
He pleads time's num'rous blanks ; he loudly pleads 
The straW-like trifles on life's common stream. 
From whom those blanks and trifles, but from thee ?* 
No blank, no trifle Nature made or meant. 
Virtue, or purposM virtue, still be thine ; 
This cancels thy complaint at once ; this leaves^ 
In act no trifle, and no blank in time. 
This gf eatens, fills, immortalizes all : 
This, the blest iEirt of turning all to gohl ; 
This, the good heart's prerogative, to raise 
A royal trtt^ute from ihe poorest hours. 
Immense revenue, ev'ry moment pays i 
If nothing more Ihan purpose in thy pow'r, 
Thy purpose firm is equal to the deed : w 
Who does the best his cirt^umstance allows, 
Does well, acts nobly : angels could no more. 
Our outward act, indeed, admits restraint ; 
'TiS not in things o'er thought to domineer ; 
Guard well thy thoughts ; our thoughts are heard 
inheav'n. 

On all-important time, through ev'ry age, 
Tho' much, and warm, the wise have urg'd ; theman 
Is yet unborn, who duly weighs an hour. 
" I've lost a day" — the prince who nobly cried, 
Had been an emperor without his crown.' 
He spoke, as if deputed by mankind. 
So should all speak : so reason speaks in all. 
From the soft whispers of that God in man, 
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"Why %^ io foUy, mhy to pbresaj fly, 
for rescue from theidesBings me posses^ i 
Time, the supreme ! — Time is eternity ; 
Pregnant witti all eternity can give ; 
Pregnant with all that makes archangels frmile. 
Who murders time, he crushes in the birth 
A pow'r ethereal, only not ador'd. 



7%e Common Lot. 

ONCE in the flight of age3 past. 
There lived a man :— and who was {^e ? 
— Mortal ! howe'er thy lot be cast, 
That Man vesembled Thee. 

Unknown the region of bis birth, 
The land in which he died uufcoown j 
His name hath perish'd from the earth, 
This truth survives ^alone : 

That joy and grief, ajid hope and fear, 
Alternate triumph'd in fais breast ; 
His bliss and wo, — a smile, a tear ! 
— Obtivion hides the rest. 

The bounding pulse, the laoguid limb, 
The changing spirits'. fisieaiid fall ; 
We know that these were felt by him, 
For these are felt by all* 

He sufier'd, — but his pangs are o'er ; 
Enjoy'd,*-but his delights are fled 4 

20 
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Had friend8,'--fais friends are now no more ; 
And foes, — his foes are dead. 

He loved, — but whom he loved, the grave 
Hath lost in its unconscious womb : 
O she was fair ! — but nought could save 
Her beauty from the tomb. 

The roUitig seasons, day and night, 
Sun, moon and stars, the earth and maiui 
Erewhile his portion, life and light, 
To him exist in vain. 

He saw whatever thou hast seen, 
Encountered all that troubles thee ; 
He was — whatever thou has been ; 
He is — what thou shalt be. 

The clouds and sunbeams o'er his eye ' 
Thatoncegtheir shades and glory threw, 
Have left in yonder silent sky > 
No vestige where they flew. 

The annals of the human race, 
Their ruins, since the world began. 
Of HIM afford no other trace, 
Than this, — thbbe livbd a man ! 



Home. 

THERE is aland, of every land the pride, 
Belov'd by Heaven o'er all the world beside : 
Where brighter suns dispense serener light, 
And milder moons imparadise the night ; 
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A land of beauty, virtue, valour, truth. 
Time tulorM age, and ioverexalted youth ; 
TThc wandering mariner, whose eye explores 
The wealthiesl isies, the most enchanting shores^ 
"Views not a realm so bountiful and fair, 
INor breathes the spirit ot'a purer air; 
In every clime, the magnet of his soul, 
Touch'd by resemblance, trembles to that pole ,; 
For in this land of Heaven's peculiar grace, 
The heritage of nature's nobler race. 
There is a spot of earth supremely blest, 
A dearer sweeter spot than all ihe rest — 
Where man, creation's tyrant, casta aside 
His sword and sceptre, pageantry and pride, 
While in his softened looks benignly blend 
The sire, the son, the husband, father, friend : ^ 
Here woman reigns ; the mother, daughter, wife, 
Birews with fresh flowers the narrow way of life : 
Around her knees domestick duties meet. 
And fireside pleasures gambol at her feet. 
'« Where shall that land, that spot (ST earth be 

found?" 
Art thou a man, a patriot ? — look around ; 
O, thou shalt find, howe'er thy footsteps roam, 
That land thy country, and that spot thy homi^j 



The Victory. 

IT was a summer evening. 
Old Kasper's work was done« 

And he before his cottage door 
Was sitting in the sun, 



? 
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Hast thou c*cr wandcr'd o'er the plain, 
And view'd the field% and waving grain ; 
The flow*ry mead, the leafy grove, 
Where all is melody and love ? 

Hast thou e'er trod the sandy shore, 
And heard the restless ocean roar, 
When, rousM by some tremendous storm. 
Its billows roll in dreadful form ? 

Hast thou beheld the lightning stream, 
Through night's dark gloom, with sudden gleam, 
While the bellowing thunder's sounds 
RoU'd rattling through the heavens profound 

Hast thou e'er felt the cutting gale. 
The sleety shower, the biting hail f 
Beheld bright snow oWspread the plains ; 
The water, bound in icy chains ? 

Hast thou the various beings seen. 
That sport along the valley green ; 
That sweetly warble on the spray,, 
Or wanton in the sunny ray ; 

That shoot along the briny deep. 
Or under ground their dwellings keep ; 
That through the gloomy forest range. 
Or frightful wilds, and deserts strange T 

Hast thou the wond'rous scenes survey'd. 
That all around thee are display'd ; 
And hast thou never rais'd thine eyes 
"To HIM who caus'd these scenes to rise I 

*Twas GOD who form'd the concave sky, 
And all the shining orbs on high ; 
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Wtio gave the variouB beings birth. 
That people all the spacioos earth. 

'Tis HB that bids the tempest rise. 
And rolls the thunder through the skies i 
His voice the elements obey : 
Through all the earth extends his sway. 

His goodness all his creatures share ; 
But MAN is his peculiar care : 
Then^ while they all proclaim his praise^ 
Let MAR his voice the loudest raise* 



Praise to the Creator. 

PRAISE to God, immortal praise^ 
For the love that crowns our days ; 
Bounteous source of ev'ry joy, 
lict thy praise our tongues employ : 

For the blessings of the field. 
For the stores the gardens yield. 
For the vine's exalted juice. 
For the gen'rous olive's use. 

Flocks that whiten aH the plain ; 
Yellow sheaves of ripenM grain ; 
Clouds that drop their fattening dews ; 
Suns that temp'rate warmth diffuse; 

All that spring, with bounteous hand^ 
Scatters o'er the smiling land ; 



